A Message from
The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer, Interim Rector
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7
The excitement is building as we prepare for the arrival of our new rector. Sunday, February 2 will be here
very soon. Plans are well underway for welcoming the Rev. Jonathon Jensen and Natalie Jensen, and for
gatherings where conversations will focus on what the new rector needs to know. We are eager to have
Jonathon join all of us in ministry at Calvary.
Each member of this Christian community has been essential in sustaining our life together through
this transition year. We have depended on the spiritual gifts and service of every individual. Each person,
faithfully doing the work he or she is called to do, has allowed Calvary to continue growing in mission
and ministry. We are strong and ready to move toward the future with Jonathon.
Lay leadership has been crucial in this year at Calvary. We are grateful to Russ Ayres for his steady
guidance of the Calling Committee, and to all the members of that group for their careful discernment.
Even before the retirement of Dr. Lewis, Mary Lou Southwood as Stewardship Chair and Joe Wilson as
Senior Warden began to help the members of Calvary understand our financial needs and our
opportunities for ministry. Their efforts prepared the way for a good transition. With Mary Lou’s
consistent encouragement, the Annual Appeal for 2014 showed the depth of commitment present at
Calvary. While parishes in transition often experience a decline in giving, Calvary’s participation and
giving increased. Joe Wilson has been a wise Senior Warden in every possible way, from advising on the
most practical details of parish life to articulating a vision of how Calvary might reach beyond our walls
to serve the community around us. With the arrival of a rector, he will set aside the responsibility he has
carried during the interim period, and resume the role of support and counsel for the rector. It is hard
to find words to express the gratitude due to Joe for his extraordinary leadership.
We have enjoyed the presence of the clergy who have stepped in to help and to offer a variety of voices
in liturgy and preaching. Carol Henley and Walt Szymanski increased their availability, Ruth Becker very
generously offered to serve, and Lynn Edwards has been a welcome addition. John Fetterman has shared
his gift of teaching as our Theologian-in-Residence. The Calvary Church staff has served tirelessly over
this past year as well, doing the work which keeps Calvary going day to day. Jonathon will find rich
resources here at Calvary as he begins his work among us.
Sunday, January 26 marks the end of the interim time. I look forward to stepping back into the position
of Associate Rector and to working with Jonathon in the days, months, and years ahead. At a time yet to
be determined, I will take a sabbatical, which the Vestry graciously included in the Interim Rector
agreement and which I gratefully accept as a gift from Calvary. It has been a profound privilege to serve
in the role of Interim Rector, as a companion to this community in a distinct time in Calvary’s journey.
It will be wonderful to see what happens next in the life of Calvary, as all of us offer our gifts in service to
the Lord and for the common good.

JANUARY 19, 2014

AGAPE
A Publication of Calvary Episcopal Church

MUSICAL NOTES

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire...,” continue with a
portion of Psalm 84 and a brief passage from Hebrews,
and culminate in the narrative from Luke.

by Alan Lewis

Though Christmas is indisputably
behind us, and this year’s unusually
long season of Epiphany has begun,
it feels, in a way, as though we are in
the midst of a whole other sort of
“advent” at Calvary, as we prepare for
the arrival of our new rector. Since the Jensens’ first
Sunday with us coincides with a major feast of the Church
Year that is observed on a Sunday only once every five or
six years, I thought I would fill in a bit of the liturgical
background of the occasion.

The music for our 11 o’clock service that day will include
a a stirring anthem by Herbert Howells, setting a verse of
the day’s appointed Psalm: “Behold, O God, our Defender,”
beautiful setting of the Nunc Dimittis by the Victorian
composer C. V. Stanford, and a lovely motet by Byrd whose
text recalls the moment of Simeon’s embrace of the infant
Jesus. It seems a fitting day indeed on which to welcome a new
pastor, priest, and spiritual leader – one who is not himself
our Salvation, or our Defender, but whose ministry will be
to point us toward the One who is, whose presence we
continually seek in this temple, and in lives lived for his sake.

The Prayer Book Calendar lists February 2 as The Feast of
the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple.
It is a Feast of Our Lord, like Christmas, the Epiphany,
Easter, and various other occasions, and is one of the few
fixed-date observances that supersedes the celebration of
the Lord’s Day on a Sunday. It commemorates the
occasion, related in Luke 2: 22-40, on which Mary and
Joseph brought the forty-day-old Jesus to the temple to
offer sacrifice to conclude the ritual purification of his
mother after giving birth. (This feast was long known as
the Feast of the Purification of the Virgin, for that reason.)
In accordance with the biblical event, the feast falls on the
fortieth day after Christmas (much as Ascension Day falls
on the fortieth day of Eastertide); together with the arrival
of the three Magi, the Baptism of Jesus, and the
Transfiguration, it is one of the chief focal points of the
season between the Epiphany and Ash Wednesday.

Chili Fest:
Saturday, Feb. 8 @ 5:30
The sign-up sheet will be on the Kiosk
in the Parish Hall after each service on
Sundays, so sign up today!
During the week, look for the sign-up sheet in the
Reception area on the Mail room window. This is a Family
Friendly event, so bring the children. Special foods will be
available for them.

For reasons shrouded in some mystery, but surely relating
to Epiphany being the season of light (and a time of
gradually lengthening days), it was at some times and in
some places traditional for domestic candles to be blessed
on this feast-day, and it consequently acquired the name
Candlemas at some stage. (Perhaps nowadays we should all
bring high-efficiency light-bulbs to the altar for a blessing?)

You can sign up to bring your favorite chili recipe, 10 to 12
servings, salad or cornbread. You can also sign up to bring your
favorite beverage in addition to the chili, salad or cornbread.

Here’s What’s New With HCEF!

The centerpiece of the biblical account of the event is the
encounter between the Holy Family and a pair of aged
holy people in the temple. The first, Simeon, had received
a divine promise, Luke tells us, that he would not die
before seeing the Lord’s Messiah. He takes the infant in his
arms, and praises God for the fulfillment of what had been
promised to him. (The Song of Simeon, or Nunc Dimittis,
as this beautiful utterance has become known, is one of
the best-known canticles of the Christian Church, included
at Compline for many centuries, and also enshrined in the
Anglican office of Evensong.) The prophet Anna, too, is there,
and though Luke sadly does not record her proclamation,
she likewise hails the infant Messiah with jubilation.

Here are two new opportunities
to help homeless children in our
area. First, as we bundle up our
children against the cold this
winter, remember that homeless
children are in need of gently used
(or new) clothing. As you clear
out clothes your children have outgrown, please feel free to
bring them to Calvary and place them in the HCEF box for
donation to homeless children. Second, Michele Bender
and Judi Eversman invite members of Calvary to join the
Calvary HCEF team to continue to support HCEF through
education, awareness building, and involvement of Calvary
parishioners. For more information, contact Judi Eversman
at juditheversman@gmail.com or 412.683.0906. Visit the
homelessfund.org website to learn more.

The liturgy for February 2 will look pretty much like that
for any other Sunday: the readings for the Eucharist will be
those for the feast-day. These begin with a passage from
Malachi, including the very familiar lines, “But who can
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The Next Step Group
of the Sam Shoemaker
Community
We especially invite you to attend the
Adult Forum on Sunday, January 26th
at 10 a.m. in the Refectory for a
Celebration of The Reverend Samuel
Moor Shoemaker. The Reverend John Fetterman will
present a talk on Dr. Shoemaker’s life and works. Read
more about this special program in this issue of the Agape.

Help Welcome Neighbors
to Community House

Who we are: We are individuals who wish to grow along
spiritual lines guided by the teachings of Dr. Sam
Shoemaker, well-known author and twelfth Rector of
Calvary Church. Dr. Shoemaker is acknowledged as the
spiritual founder of Alcoholics Anonymous. We take the
spiritual part of A.A. and bring it into church for everyone’s benefit. As we develop insight about ourselves and
our relationship with God and are inspired spiritually,
we believe we can then go into the world and help others.

East End Cooperative Ministry has a need for volunteers to
staff the reception desk in the main lobby of Community
House during regular business hours. Until now, this
empty desk has required us to keep the main doors locked
to the public and direct people to enter through the
Community Connections entrance on the other side of
the building. Not only is this an inconvenience for our
visitors, it creates congestion at that entrance and extra
work for the staff in that area as they try to identify and
direct people to the appropriate area in Community
House – including deliveries and mail.

What we do: We meet in a small group discussion every
Saturday from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.
We begin and end each meeting with prayer. Our discussion
topics come from suggested readings which are spiritual in
nature or a member may suggest a topic that has to do
with something occurring in their everyday life to which
one of the six spiritual principles of Dr. Shoemaker can be
applied. We maintain confidentiality at every meeting. Most
of us attend the group regularly but it is not a requirement.
There are no dues or fees for membership. We do take up a
free will offering to pay for resource materials.

The Front Desk Receptionist will be expected to exhibit the
following: Friendly and respectful Demeanor
Efficiency
Orientation to Detail
Knowledge of EECM services.
Rest assured that EECM will provide the volunteers with
all of the information needed. With a volunteer receptionist
at the desk, we will finally be able to unlock the front doors
during the day and properly welcome the community to
Community House.

Where we call home: We live in various communities in
and outside the city of Pittsburgh. Our members may or
may not belong to a particular church. Some of us are
members of a 12 Step Program but this is not a requirement
to join our group and anonymity is maintained at each
meeting, if the member desires. We believe that the
spirituality that works for so many in 12 Step programs
can also work for us. Our group focuses on matters of the
spiritual life within each of us, how to grow, nurture and
sustain it so that we can take the steps that are necessary to
live out God’s plan for us in the world.

An important aspect of the position is consistency.
Regular business hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Volunteers who are committed to this work will
keep us from having to keep training new volunteers. We
hope to find enough adult volunteers who will commit to
working 4 hours/week, two times a month. This is a
perfect opportunity for 2 friends to work together with the
understanding that if one person calls off, the other person
will cover the shift.

Please join us! We want to be your home for spiritual
beginnings. We are now on the Calvary website. Check us out
at www.calvarypgh.org. or,contact The Reverend David Else
at 412.653.4585, John Horchner, johnhorchner@gmail.com,
or Sondra Krimmel, krimmss@yahoo.com.

Please contact Tracy Hudson at EECM, 412.345.7124,
and she will send you the forms necessary to become a
volunteer. When you call Tracy, be sure to mention that
you are from one of our member congregations.
or contact Kitsy McNulty, kitsymc@gmail.com, or
Mike Sailsbery, msailsbery@yahoo.com, at Calvary.

www.calvarypgh.org

EECM has “Wish Lists” for their various programs.
Find out more at www.EECM.org.
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Sustain, Grow, Rejoice!
•

Congratulations!
Our 2014 Annual Appeal campaign ‘officially’ ended before
the holidays and looks to be a wonderful success, thanks to
the generosity of our parish community.

•

We received 330 pledges as of January 3, 2014 for a pledge
balance of $953,530. The total does NOT include the
$25,000 gift from the anonymous donor. We are just
slightly below last year’s campaign final total, but there are
still 22 pledges outstanding from people who pledged last
year, but have not yet pledged this year. That outstanding
pledge balance is $69,000. If the remaining outstanding
pledges are received, the 2014 campaign will have 352
pledges and a balance of more than $1 million, NOT
including the $25,000 gift. It would be our best campaign
ever! So, if you haven’t pledged yet, please prayerfully
consider your commitment and help us achieve this
wondrous goal!

•

•
•

•

Some other encouraging news: New pledges, defined as
new members and current members who had not pledged
in prior years, contributed $90,000 to the campaign. Many
of the current members are likely to have donated in
weekly plate collections, but not through a pledge. Thank
you for making the pledge commitment, as it is a great
help to the Finance Committee in the budget process!

•
•
•

communications, and collaborated with me on the
Adult Forum.
The Vestry, Parish Council, Stewardship and
Calling Committees for making early pledges to
motivate us all.
Members of the Stewardship Committee and Vestry
who made follow-up phone calls, so that the campaign
could be concluded on a timely basis.
LOCA, who designed, produced and updated our
‘meter’ to track our progress. It was so wonderful to
have help from the young people!
Ken Smith who produced all the communication materials,
including banners for the Stewardship Booth.
Marsha who prepared and mailed all materials;
Penny Hunt who helped track and generate the
‘Thank You’ letters; Arleen Walters who furnished the
financial information to track our pledges and assisted
parishioners in the methods to pay pledges.
The Parish Council who kindly let us use the
Welcome Booth as the Stewardship Booth.
Judy Wooten, who ‘saved’ two coffee hours for
Stewardship.
The Rev. Leslie Reimer and Joe Wilson for their
ongoing support and encouragement.
All parishioners who made pledge commitments.

Heartfelt thanks to the anonymous donor, whose gift of
$25,000 was an inspiration to us all!

Those people who were able to increase their pledge
commitment from last year resulted in an additional
$55,000 in the pledge balance. Those who had to decrease
their pledge commitment from prior year resulted in a
decrease of only $19,000 in the pledge balance, so that the
combination of increases and decreases was a net positive
impact of $36,000.

Mary Lou Southwood
Chair, Stewardship Committee

So, how did we do on our goals for the year? First, we
wanted to conclude the campaign before the holidays –
I believe we made huge progress this year toward that
objective. Secondly, we aimed to have 100% participation
in the campaign – we have made a major step toward that
goal, but still fell short. We will be close to 100% participation
for parish members who faithfully make pledge commitments.
But, there is still a large number of parishioners who may
contribute, but do not pledge. We made progress on this
goal, ‘converting’ some non-pledgers to pledgers, but we
have some work to do yet on total participation.

Absalom Jones Day
Saturday, February 1, 2014 • 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Trinity Cathedral, 328 Sixth Avenue, Downtown

Celebrating Diversity in New Ways:
Inside the church and Out
Guest Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Canon Sandye A. Wilson
The first black woman to serve as rector in the world wide
Anglican Communion, and currently Rector of St. Andrew
and Holy Communion Church in South Orange, NJ

In summary, I consider the 2014 campaign a great success and
am happy we can welcome our new Rector with the resources
to establish an appropriate budget for his first year.

For the Noon luncheon ($8, $15 per family), please register
online at www.episcopalpgh.org/ajd, then pay at the door.
Registration deadline is January 27, 2014.

Thanks to all who helped in this year’s Stewardship
process:
• The Rev. John Fetterman who worked tirelessly with
me to formulate our Stewardship message and

Questions? Copntact Nancy Travis Bolden at 412.683.8888
or nltbolden@yahoo.com.
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This discussion will be centered around one basic question:
“What does your new Rector need to know?” This forum
will be your chance to meet with Jonathon and your fellow
parishioners in a small group so we can all discuss the great
future that lies ahead for Calvary.

New Rector Transition Update
The excitement surrounding
the arrival of our new Rector,
Jonathon and his wife Natalie
is very palpable here at Calvary.
Everyone is eager to welcome
them with Calvary’s generous
hospitality. We are fortunate
that everyone in the parish
will have a chance to demonstrate that hospitality in a wide
range of settings. I will be working with Jonathon, the
Vestry, the Calvary Staff, and all of you to help coordinate
the many activities that will occur during the first few
months of 2014. There are three things that we are doing
for the transition that I would like to call to your attention
now, so you can decide how you would like to participate
in welcoming Jonathon and Natalie to Pittsburgh.

The planning for these neighborhood gatherings is in full
swing and invitations will be going out very soon. While we
encourage you to attend a neighborhood gathering if at all
possible, we are also offering gatherings after the 11 o’clock
service for those of you that simply can not attend on a week
night, or if you happen to miss one of the gatherings that
happens in your neighborhood. If you already know that
Sunday after the 11 o’clock service is the only day that you
can realistically attend a gathering, please contact
Michael Saporito at 412.897.0130 or via email at
MLSaporito@comcast.net to get on the schedule for
Sunday gatherings.
–Michael Saporito, Chair, Transition Committee

1) “Pounding” the Rectory: This tradition draws its name
from each parishioner donating a pound of something
(butter, flour, etc) so that the Rector’s new
household will be up and running as quickly as
possible after the move. We are going to do this
just like we do the Berry Project. Pick one, two or
ten(!) berries and sign the list with your name, email and
phone number. Then, make the purchase and return the
items to Calvary by Sunday, January 26 so that they can be
sorted, packaged, and delivered to the Jensen’s new home
when they arrive. Please contact Anne Kamstra Keeler if
you have any questions or suggestions – 412.687.1429 or
apkk777@gmail.com.

Book Review
Survival Lessons by Alice Hoffman
Best selling author Alice Hoffman
has drawn on her experience as a
breast cancer survivor to write a
small book for survivors of a crisis.
As the author herself says, “In many
ways I wrote Survival Lessons to
remind myself of the beauty of life,
something that’s all too easy to
overlook during the crisis of illness
or loss. I forgot that our lives are
made up of equal parts of sorrow and joy, and that it is
impossible to have one without the other. I wrote to remind
myself that despite everything that was happening to me,
there were still choices I could make.” Hoffman presents
these choices in short, easy to read chapters to serve as a
guide of to reclaiming your life with ways to reenvision
everything, teaching all of us how to choose what matters
most. The book is just the right size to fit in a pocket or
purse and would be a thoughtful gift, along with a comfort
cross, for a friend who needs a bit of encouragement during
a time of difficulty.

2) First Service Reception, Sunday February 2, 2014:
Becky Randall has graciously volunteered
to work with Weezie Wells to help
coordinate a reception for Jonathon and
Natalie after the 11 o’clock service that
day. Becky has already assembled a small core team to help
take care of logistics. We need volunteers to flex their
culinary muscles to help prepare finger foods for the
reception. If you would like to participate in this way, please
make yourself known to me, Becky Randall, or Weezie Wells.
3) Neighborhood Gatherings: As soon after Jonathon’s
arrival as possible, we will begin a series
of small neighborhood gatherings
(15-20 people each) in which
Jonathon can establish a dialogue
with us on a more personal level. This
will be similar to a Foyer group, but with much less food
preparation. Jonathon has a wonderfully detailed model of
how he would like these to work.

The book is available for purchase in the Bookstore at Calvary.

Children of all ages are welcome in worship
services. Packets of materials for children are
available from the ushers. Nursery Care available
during the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.

We will need somewhere between 20-25 groups. Each group
requires two very important volunteers. First and foremost,
the host. Secondly, someone to drive the Rector to and
from each gathering, and take notes on the discussion.

The Infants’ and Toddlers’ Nursery is next to
the Christian Education classrooms (level A).
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The Calvary Calendar: January 19 – February 16, 2014
Sunday January 19, 2014
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

7:30 A.M.
8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:15 P.M.
1:30 P.M.

Coffee
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Bible Study
Choristers’ Warm-Up
Adult Forum
Adult Choir Warm-Up
Christian Formation Classes
Holy Eucharist
Hospitality Hour
CYG

Monday January 20, 2014
Fabian, Bishop and Martyr of Rome, 250

The church and offices will be closed this day.

Tuesday January 21, 2014
Agnes, Martyr at Rome, 304

8:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
4:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Beginnings
Staff Meeting
Finance Committee Meeting
AA

Wednesday January 22, 2014
Vincent, Deacon of Saragossa, and Martyr, 304

7:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
3:30 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Beginnings
ESL
Holy Eucharist
CLASP
Choristers’ Rehearsal
EfM

Thursday January 23, 2014
Phillips Brooks, Bishop of Massachusetts, 1893

8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
4:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Beginnings
EfM
ESL
Troubadors
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday January 24, 2014
Ordination of Florence Li Tim-Oi, First Woman Priest in the Anglican Communion, 1944

10:00 A.M. Composers’ Guild

Saturday January 25, 2014
The Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle

10:30 A.M. The Next Step

Sunday January 26, 2014

Monday January 27, 2014
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, Witnesses to the Faith

5:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Bookstore Committee Meeting
Holy Eucharist
Centering Prayer
St. Augustine’s Fellowship

Tuesday January 28, 2014
Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Friar, 1274

8:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Beginnings
Staff Meeting
Beginnings Extended Day Program
AA
Friends of Music Committee Meeting

Wednesday January 29, 2014
Andrei Rublev, Monk and Iconographer, 1430

7:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
3:30 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Beginnings
ESL
Holy Eucharist
CLASP – off site
Choristers’ Rehearsal
EfM

Thursday January 30, 2014
8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
4:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Beginnings
EfM
ESL
Troubadors
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday January 31, 2014
Juan Bosco, Priest, 1888; Samuel Shoemaker, Priest and Evangelist, 1963

Saturday February 1, 2014
Brigid (Bride), Abbess, 523

9:00 A.M. Centering Prayer
10:30 A.M. The Next Step

Sunday February 2, 2014
The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple

7:30 A.M.
8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:15 P.M.

Coffee
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Bible Study
Choristers’ Warm-Up
Adult Forum
Christian Education Classes
Adult Choir Warm-Up
Holy Eucharist
Hospitality Hour in honor of Jonathon and Natalie Jensen

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany

7:30 A.M.
8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:15 P.M.

Coffee
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Choristers’ Warm-Up
Bible Study
Adult Forum
Christian Education Classes
Adult Choir Warm-Up
Holy Eucharist
Hospitality Hour

Monday February 3, 2014
The Dorchester Chaplains: Lieutenant George Fox, Lieutenant Alexander D. Goode,
Lieutenant Clark V. Poling and Lieutenant John P. Washington, 1943

6:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Diocesan Budget and Assessment Committee Meeting
Diocesan Council Meeting
Centering Prayer
St. Augustine’s Fellowship

The calendar continues on the back

Tuesday February 4, 2014
Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary to Denmark and Sweden, 865

8:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Beginnings
Staff Meeting
Beginnings Extended Day Program
AHC Meeting
AA

Wednesday February 5, 2014

Wednesday February 12, 2014
Charles Freer Andrews, Priest and “Friend of the Poor” in India, 1940

7:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
3:30 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Beginnings
ESL
Holy Eucharist
CLASP – off site
Choristers’ Rehearsal
EfM

Roger Williams, 1683, and Anne Hutchinson, 1643, Prophetic Witnesses

7:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
3:30 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Beginnings
ESL
Holy Eucharist
CLASP – off site
Choristers’ Rehearsal
EfM
Beginnings Board Meeting

Thursday February 6, 2014
The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Beginnings
EfM
ESL
Troubadors
Diocesan Committee on Strategic Planning
PIIN
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday February 13, 2014
Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818

9:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
9:45 A.M.
4:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Beginnings
EfM
ESL
Troubadors
PIIN
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday February 14, 2014
Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869, 885

Saturday February 15, 2014
Thomas Bray, Priest and Missionary, 1730

10:30 A.M. The Next Step
5:30 P.M. Men’s Shelter Dinner Preparation

Sunday February 16, 2014
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

Friday February 7, 2014
Cornelius the Centurion

Agape Deadline
10:00 A.M. Soup Group

Saturday February 8, 2014
9:00 A.M. FLMH
10:30 A.M. The Next Step
5:30 P.M. Chili Fest

Sunday February 9, 2014

7:30 A.M.
8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:15 P.M.
1:30 P.M.

Coffee
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Bible Study
Choristers’ Warm-Up
Adult Forum
Christian Formation Classes
Adult Choir Warm-Up
Holy Eucharist
Hospitality Hour
CYG (at Laser Storm)

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

7:30 A.M.
8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:15 P.M.

Coffee
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Bible Study
Choristers’ Warm-Up
Adult Choir Warm-Up
Christian Formation Classes
Adult Forum
Holy Eucharist
Hospitality Hour

AA: Alcoholics Anonymous;
CLASP: Calvary-Lincoln After School Program;
CYG: Calvary Youth Group;
EfM: Education for Ministry;
ESL: English as a Second Language;
PIIN: Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network

Monday February 10, 2014
6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist
Parish Council Dinner and Meeting*
St. Augustine’s Fellowship
Centering Prayer

Tuesday February 11, 2014
Frances Jane (Fanny) Van Alstyne Crosby, Hymnwriter, 1915

8:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:30 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Beginnings
Staff Meeting
Tuesday Musical Club Recital
Beginnings Extended Day Program
Coventry Circle
AA

To check for late breaking changes or
additions to the calendar,
visit our website at
www.calvarypgh.org.

January 17, 2014
Dear People of Calvary,
With great joy and hope for the future I look forward to serving our Lord with you as your
Priest and Rector beginning on February 1st. Members of the vestry and calling committee,
staff, bishop, and many of you have extended gracious hospitality to welcome me and Natalie
to Pittsburgh.
Any meaningful and lasting relationship is built on trust that is nurtured over time. This will
happen naturally through worship, weddings, funerals, baptisms, serving together, and the
regular rhythm of church life. To help us begin well together intentionally and get to know
one another better I would like to extend an invitation to each of you to join me at one of a
series of Gatherings beginning in February. The idea for this was suggested by a wise priest at
the Cathedral in New Orleans and has been put into practice in several parishes.
What are the Gatherings?
They are a series of get-togethers in the homes of church members lasting about one hour and
a half. We will have about fifteen minutes of social time with the remainder spent in discussion
focused on one primary question, “What does your new Rector need to know?” Your questions
are welcome. Notes will be taken at each meeting and published in summary form for the
whole parish.
Where and When?
The Gatherings will be held primarily in the homes of church members organized by
neighborhood as much as possible. The plan is to have two nightly meetings each week from
7 – 8:30 p.m. and one on Sundays.
Who is invited?
Anyone who considers himself or herself to be a member or friend of Calvary is welcome.
Invitations will be sent to each local household of the membership role. Children are welcome to
attend. If you are unable to attend the Gathering to which you are invited or inadvertently did
not receive an invitation please contact the church office so you may be included. If you have
been away from Calvary for a time this is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect. We hope
everyone will be able to participate.
What we hope to accomplish.
- To help us begin to know and trust one another.
- To help newcomers and members develop relationships beyond the church walls.
- To learn more about the passions and vision of the people of Calvary.
Yours in Christ,

Jonathon
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Volunteers Needed

and June 28. Both adult men and teenagers can sign up
although we prefer that an adult accompany any teenager
under the age of 18. For high school students, the time
can be counted as community service hours for school.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the kiosk in the Parish
Hall starting on January 19. If you are looking for a way
to become more involved at Calvary or in the community,
this ministry may be the answer.

Off-the-Floor Pittsburgh is a
local Christian volunteer
ministry which, since 2004,
has provided basic used furniture to disadvantaged families
who lack these items. Their mission is to strengthen families
and reduce the pain and indignity of extreme poverty in
the greater Pittsburgh region by recycling good used
furniture and delivering it free of charge to families in need.
In 2013 they delivered furniture to over 200 households.

For more information you can contact Matt Muldoon at
412.362.1780, mattmuldoon@msn.com or Gary Abbs at
412.963.8124 or at gary_abbs@comcast.net.
In addition to volunteering, there’s another way you can
help this ministry. They need donations of good basic
furniture. You can help by mentioning their needs to friends
and/or neighbors who may be moving. The furniture can
either be dropped off at their office and warehouse at 901
Allegheny Avenue on the North Side (rear of the Pittsburgh
Presbytery office) or by calling 412.926.5053 to arrange for
pick-up. You can learn more about Off-the-floor Pittsburgh
by visiting their website at www.offthefloorpgh.org

Currently, six area churches volunteer on a rotating
schedule to deliver furniture on Saturday mornings. They
are: Calvary Episcopal Church; Eastminster Presbyterian
Church; Mt. Lebanon U.P. Church; Shadyside Presbyterian
Church; St. Andrews Episcopal Church; and Wallace
Memorial U.P. Church.
The key word here is volunteer. That’s where you come in.
Currently, Calvary has a very small pool of dedicated
volunteers that have committed to this ministry. (Thank
you!) We need to expand that pool in 2014 in order for this
ministry to continue at Calvary because often we do not
have sufficient manpower because of schedule conflicts or
family responsibilities. About every six weeks a team of
4-5 men meet at Calvary at 8 a.m. and proceed to the
North Side to load the furniture on the Off-the-Floor truck
and make 3-4 deliveries to needy Pittsburgh area families.
We are usually done by 12 p.m. It’s a very satisfying way of
seeing a variety of Pittsburgh area neighborhoods.

Thank you for your consideration of this very
worthwhile ministry.

Calvary Church Staff Update
On January 2, we officially welcomed Lynda Kennedy as
Director of Finance. The Personnel Committee and
Calvary’s Treasurer, Bob Eley collaborated very effectively
in the selection process. Lynda comes to Calvary with
significant experience, including ten years as Director of
Operations and Church Treasurer at Ingomar United
Methodist Church in the North Hills. Before Arleen
Walter’s retirement on December 31, 2013, Lynda was able
to work alongside her for several days learning about how
things work at Calvary. Lynda’s hours are Monday – Friday
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and her email is lkennedy@calvarypgh.org.

The people to whom we deliver furniture are generally
very appreciative, especially the children. You might be
delivering the first bed a child has ever had. These people
are literally sleeping on the floor and your mission is to get
them off the floor. I will always remember on one delivery
we were carrying a chest of drawers into a house and a
little boy, about 7 years old, looked at me and pointed to
the furniture proudly and said “That one is for my room.”
Your reward is that the few hours of work you donate
makes you feel good for a much longer period of time.

After much consideration, and in consultation with the
Personnel Committee, the decision was made to eliminate
the position of Administrative Assistant to the Rector.
During this transition year, the responsibilities were shifted
to more general administrative staff support, and in
October, the position became half-time. Several factors
influenced the ultimate decision: our desire to be good
stewards of resources, our experience over the past year,
the impact of technology on the nature of administrative
support, and the expectations and needs of a new rector.
So, we bid farewell to Penny Hunt in early January. Penny
served faithfully since 2005, ably assisting Dr. Lewis during
his tenure and demonstrating flexibility and grace during
the transition. We are grateful for her time with us.

We need people to sign up now for the first six months of
2014 so that we know we have the manpower needed to
commit to this ministry for 2014. Unless we get additional
volunteer resources we may have to drop out of the program. The 2014 dates are: February 8; March 22; May 10
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Happy New Year from the students and staff of Beginnings!
Since we started the new term with two snow days, we are
hoping for better weather! Classes are back in session and
students are busy learning and playing. Naturalist Verna
McGinley will join us on January 15th to teach us about
hibernation. Valentina Monferini and Francesca Sacchet,
two of our moms from Italy, will share the story of
La Befana, the Italian gift giver with our students this
month. We will be celebrating the lunar New Year of the
Horse on January 31. English as a Second Language (ESL)
classes resume this month on Wednesdays and Thursdays
at 9:45 a.m. in the Evans Room (Level F).
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year begins this
month for our current students and will open on February
1 for new students. Beginnings offers classes for children
who will be 18 months through 4 years of age by
September 1. Information can be obtained on the Calvary
website or by calling Beginnings at 412.661.3025.
The Beginnings Annual Appeal letter will be mailed at the
end of January. We know that there are many requests for
you to share your resources, but we hope you will “Have a
Heart” and be as generous as you can and send in your
donations by Valentine’s Day, February 14. The funds
raised through this appeal will again be used exclusively
for scholarships. About 35% of our families receive some
financial aid and we are hoping to be able to continue
offering this help with tuition. No amount is too small.
Thanks in advance for your generosity.
Please SAVE THE DATE of Thursday, May 1 to attend the
Beginnings Spring Fling. This year our event will have a
Greek theme and promises to be terrific! More information
will follow!
–Peggy Morycz, Director

“Berry” project gifts delivered to East End Cooperative Ministry’s
Community House

2013 “Berry” Program Follow-up
This Christmas, Calvary parishioners helped 75 participants
of East End Cooperative Ministry Faith Housing, Safe Haven,
and Children and Youth programs by donating three
requested items per person: something wanted, something
needed, and a book or calendar. These gifts relieve the
financial burden on many East End families at Christmas,
provide essential household goods and clothing, and
brighten the holidays.
In addition, Calvary parishioners contributed 60 $25 Giant
Eagle gift cards for distribution to EECM food pantry
participants. These gift certificates are particularly
appreciated this time of year as children are off from
school for two weeks and parents can use the gift cards to
stretch their December food supplies.
Thanks to all of you who chose berries and brought in
your wrapped gifts on time for Christmas delivery to the
recipients! This program went remarkably well this year,
given the tight timeline. Thanks also to the volunteers who
helped to sort and bag the gifts, maker reminder phone
calls, and deliver the car loads of gifts to the new EECM
Community Center for distribution to the families.
–Ros Stone

Coming Soon: Conversations for
Post-College Calvary

The Rector’s Email Address
Please add the Reverend Jonathon Jensen to your address books.
He can be reached at jjensen@ calvarypgh.org.

Are you a grad student or young
professional? Looking for a space
and place for authentic conversations
about church, faith, and daily life?

What’s on the Calvary Website?

Join us for a six-week program on
Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. starting January 28, 2014.
For more information, contact Jonathan Callard at
jonathancallard@gmail.com.

You can find our weekly calendar, listen to sermons, and look at
our photos. Special events are publicized so you can get involved!
The liturgical readings for the week are listing on the “Worship”
page. You can easily download a large print version of those
readings with just one click! The file will be a Word® document.

www.calvarypgh.org

Visit us at www.calvarypgh.org.
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Adult Forum Topics
Sunday, January 19
The Neighborhood Academy
Jodie Moore, co-founder and president of The Neighborhood
Academy, will trace their trajectory from the youth group
that Calvary supported to the fully formed and fledged
high school, on its own campus, that it is today. This story
has been possible because of the grace of God and support
from members of Calvary and the wider Pittsburgh
community.
Sunday, January 26
In Celebration of The Reverend Samuel Moor Shoemaker
Sam Shoemaker served as the twelfth rector of Calvary
Church from 1952 to 1961. In addition to outstanding work
at Calvary, he founded The Pittsburgh Experiment and
was the acknowledged “spiritual mentor” in the founding
of Alcoholics Anonymous. He is recognized as the spiritual
father of the now famous Twelve Steps in AA. Sam has been
included in that most distinctive book of the Episcopal
Church entitled Holy Women, Holy Men, a compilation of
the lives of men and women from a great variety of
spiritual commitments who have been exemplary in their
love of God and service to neighbor. The day assigned for
the celebration of Sam Shoemaker is January 31. In his
honor, Father John Fetterman, our theologian in residence,
will offer reflections on Sam’s life and work. The reflections
will focus on particular item in the Twelve Steps as excellent
spiritual guides for everybody whether members of AA or not.
Emphasis will be given to the following topics with numbers
corresponding to the Twelve Steps: (1) Powerlessness,
(3) Turning to God “as God is understood”, (8) Making Amends
when feasible, (12) Spiritual Awakening throughout ones life.
Sunday, February 2
Meet our New Rector. On his first Sunday at Calvary, the
Rev. Jonathon Jensen will speak at the Adult Forum. Join us
for this opportunity to get to know Jonathon and to hear
his thoughts and reflections as he begins his ministry here.
Sunday, February 9
Youth Sunday – Open Panel. This group is often seen as
acolytes, lectors, choristers, teachers, pageant participants,
and worshippers. Come and meet the interesting youth
from eight area schools that include the confirmation class
and LOCA. Please come prepared with questions and
conversation for our youth!
Sunday, February 16
Who is My Neighbor? The economic infrastructure of
East Liberty has been changing in the last few years. But,
who lives in East Liberty, what are their needs and how
as a community of faith, can we help our neighbors?
Myrna Zelenitz, Executive Director of East End
Cooperative Ministry, will be our presenter.
The Sunday Adult Forum begins at 10 a.m., in the Refectory
unless noted.

Thank you to the parents and participants for the success
of our Christmas Pageant. You are all amazing. There are
some terrific pictures already posted on our website, but
I am sure there are other photos that some of you took.
Please send those pictures to me. Thanks to Geoffrey
Dixon-Ernst for filling in at the last minute as Zechariah.
Calvary’s staff has a part in this effort so I want to thank
them, too.
Youth Sunday is scheduled for February 9. Although the
children and youth of our parish are always very actively
involved, look to see them in more prominent roles on
that Sunday. Our confirmation class and LOCA will be
presenting the Adult Forum that morning.
Looking ahead: Youth Confirmation is scheduled for
March 30.
–Adele Eley, Coordinator for Christian Formation;
aeley@clavarypgh.org; 412.661.0120 x 116

Baseball! It’s hard to think about
baseball when spring training is still
six weeks away and there’s snow
falling. CYG is planning a trip to the
Pirates game on Friday, May 9th.
In order to get group tickets, we need
to know how many will be attending.
If you want to go with us, please let us know how many
tickets you would like to purchase at or before our next
CYG meeting on Sunday, January 19. We will be inviting
our bishop and new rector as well. Tickets are $19 for
adults and $14 for kids under 14.

Calvary
[ Youth ]
Group

Looking ahead –
Sunday January 19: Next CYG Meeting in the refectory.
Lunch included bring a new friend get a prize!
Sunday February 2: Souper Bowl EECM fund raiser –
we need CYG members to volunteer for both the 9 and
11 o’clock services to announce and collect contributions.

Thank you all so much for your outstanding support for
our LOCA holly sale in December. We plan to donate 15%
to Heifer International. We are buying a flock of hope,
which includes chicks, gooslings and ducks. We also are
buying into shares of rabbits and water Buffalo. Thank you
again! Visit www.heifer.org for more details.
-8-

Brrrrrring On the Cold Weather:
We’re ready!

Children’s Corner
Book Reviews

The Soup Group Cooking is prepared for the cold weather
with warm soup! We will be adding to our inventory with
a cooking session scheduled for Friday, February 7 in
Calvary’s kitchen at 10 a.m. We welcome new cooks and
recipes. I am happy to do the shopping. If you don’t like
to cook, please think about delivering soup to a friend,
relative or neighbor. Please contact me with any questions.

by Adele Eley, Coordinator for Christian Formation
Would you like to cuddle up with your children or
grandchildren and read a good children’s book on these
cold winter days? Here are few suggestions.

–Adele Eley, 412.371.6921, adele.eley@gmail.com

Seamen’s Institute
A sincere thanks to the many Calvary
parishioners who contributed
generously to the Seamen’s Church
Institute with items of holiday cheer
for the men and women who work on the barges and small
vessels dotting our region’s great inland waterways.
The many books, sweets, games and other treats for mind
and body collected at Calvary were well received at a busy
packing day in December for the Seamen’s Institute at
St. Paul’s Church in Mt. Lebanon, where our parishioners
who attended were impressed by the dedication and hard
work of the clergy and ECW members from the Pittsburgh
Diocese on behalf of the Institute. For years this Christmas
activity has helped to contribute to this worldwide organization for its promotion of “safety, dignity and an
improved working environment for men and women in
the maritime workplace.”

Seasons of Angels written by Mary Lee Wile; illustrated by
Sage Stossel – $18.00. This book explores the wonder of
God's angels as protectors and messengers and shows us
how God is with us through good times and times of
trouble. The whimsical watercolor illustrations were done
by an award winning cartoonist.
The Ten Commandments by Sophia Piper; illustrated by
Angelo Ruta – $14.99. This book presents the Ten
Commandments one at a time, with Bible quotations
and classic and contemporary prayers on the themes of
love, faithfulness, worship and living a Christian life.
The illustrations complement this book and will add to the
enjoyment for both children and adults.

The Women of Calvary Steering Committee who supported
this Christmas collection, hopes we can renew our efforts –
and increase our contributions – in the years to come.
Thanks again for your interest and generosity.

Moses by Margaret Hodges; illustrated by Barry Moser –
$16.00. Some of you may remember Margaret Hodges
when she was a member of our church family. She died in
2005, but the retelling of the story of Moses lives on.
This inspiring version of the story of Moses captures all the
poetry and power of his life. Dramatic wood engravings are
included in the illustrations.

Documentary Screening
Blood Brother – a documentary chronicling a Pittsburgh
native’s travels through India and his life-changing
interactions with HIV-positive orphans – will be screened
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary on Friday, January 31
at 7 p.m. in Hicks Chapel Auditorium. The film won the
Grand Jury and Audience Awards at the 2013 Sundance
Film Festival. A $5 donation is suggested and all funds will
benefit LIGHT (Living to Inspire Global Healing Today).
Danny Yourd, the film’s producer and fellow Pittsburgher,
will be available for questions during the screening.

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of Agape
is Friday, February 7, 2014. Please e-mail your text to
calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it to the church office.

For details visit the PTS website, www.pts.edu, or the films’
website, www.bloodbrotherfilm.com.

Notices for the Sunday service bulletin must be received by
the end of the day on Wednesday.

There are also many items available at reduced prices for the
“After Inventory Sale.” Stop by and check it out.

Deadlines for Publication
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EECM
Food
Pantry

The East End Cooperative
Ministry’s Food Pantry is an
assistance program for those in
immediate need of food.
In addition to providing
emergency groceries and supplies,
volunteers provide help with
budgeting, information on
assistance programs, and access to
social service agencies and other
appropriate programs. EECM operates the second largest
food pantry in Pittsburgh.
There is a shopping cart in the Parish Hall. Please donate
whenever you can. While all non-perishable items will be
accepted and given to those in need, the focus is on boxed
goods such as Instant Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing Mix,
Hamburger Helper, Macaroni and Cheese and Rice-A-Roni.
Peanut Butter is also always in demand. When donating
food, please check to be sure the food is not expired and
that the package is not open.
Thank you for supporting EECM.

Calvary PIIN Team
Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact
Network, or PIIN, is an interfaith
group that advocates for issues of
social justice in the community.
The Calvary PIIN Team is a small
group of Calvary members that tries to support PIIN,
but also tries to use PIIN resources to strengthen our
congregation.
Here is a little update on the Keep Our Crosswalk Safe
campaign, which was celebrated on the Feast of St. Michael
and All Angels. If you look around the Shady and Alder
intersection you will see that curbs have been painted and
signage added to help regulate parking. The sextons have
done their part by putting out the street level crosswalk
sign each day. A follow up meeting with our City Council
Representative, Dan Gilman, is being planned.
PIIN will have their January 20 retreat with an action on
Martin Luther King Day, to address inequality under the
theme of the “Love Thy Neighbor” Campaign.
Going forward, the Calvary PIIN Team will be listening to
parish members, maybe more or less formally, in order to
learn what issues you most care about, especially in regard
to the community and social justice. This will help us
focus our efforts in concert with the concerns of the
congregation.
The Calvary PIIN team meets at Calvary on the third
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. If you are interested, the
next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 21. Please call
Bob King at 412.521.0735 if you have any questions.

CYG 2014 Spring Schedule
January 19
Regular CYG 1–3:30 p.m. in the refectory. Lunch Provided
February 2
Souper Bowl Sunday! Youth will collect monetary
donations for East End Cooperative Ministry after the
9 and 11 o’clock services.
February 16 – Laser Tag at Laser Storm
March 2
Regular CYG 1–3:30 p.m. in the refectory. Lunch Provided
March 15 (Saturday)
Shelter Dinner at East End Cooperative Ministry.
(No CYG on March 16)
April 6 – Bowling at Arsenal Lanes
April 20, Easter – No CYG
May 4
No CYG. Marathon Sunday. (Geoff and Julie are running!)
May 9 (Friday)
CYG Baseball Game! Pirates vs Cardinals.
Free tee shirt Friday! Last CYG of the Season.

CALVARY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
A faithful Episcopal Church welcoming all
in the name of Christ
315 Shady Avenue n Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206
telephone: 412.661.0120 n facsimile: 412.661.6077
email: calvary@calvarypgh.org n www.calvarypgh.org

The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer, Interim Rector
The Reverend Walter Szymanski, D. Min., Assisting Priest
The Reverend Carol Henley, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Ruth Bosch Becker, Assisting Pastor
The Reverend John J. Fetterman, Theologian-in-Residence
The Reverend Zachary Drennen, Missionary to Kenya
Dr. Alan Lewis, Director of Music
Bill Gesin, Assistant Organist
Joseph D. C. Wilson III, Senior Warden
Tom Schmidt, Junior Warden
Robert Eley, Treasurer
Adele Eley, Coordinator for Christian Formation
Lynda Kennedy, Director of Finance
Mary Lou Southwood, Chair, Stewardship Committee
Peggy Morycz, Director, Beginnings
Louise Wells, Events Coordinator
Kenneth Smith, Director of Communications
Jeff Rutkowski, Head Sexton
Marsha Morris, Parish Secretary
Sherry Bloom, Manager, The Bookstore at Calvary
Robert Dilts, Rebecca Randall, Archivists
The Reverend Dr. Harold T. Lewis, Rector Emeritus

