
The General Convention of the Episcopal Church, its
highest legislative body, met for two weeks in July in
Austin, TX. The General Convention is ordered in two
houses, the House of Bishops (all bishops) and the
House of Deputies (four elected laity and four elected
clergy from every diocese). The Convention meets every
three years, moving to a different city each time. 
The 2015 meeting was in Salt Lake City while the 2021
meeting will be in Baltimore. 

Michael Braxton and Jamie McMahon, both from
Calvary, were two of the lay deputies from Pittsburgh.
Michael was the chair of our deputation. On behalf of
the congregation, I offer our thanks for their service and
leadership. Congratulations to Michael who was elected
a trustee of the General Seminary in New York. General
Seminary was formed by the General Convention, hence
the name of Leslie Reimer’s alma mater.

The gathering is filled with prayer and worship, 
legislative hearings, creating and renewing friendships,
and lots of meetings all trying to discern how we might
best love and serve Jesus and our neighbors as a church.
A three-year budget of $133.8 million, for the whole
Episcopal Church, was approved. Note: Calvary gives
about 11% of operating income to the Episcopal
Diocese of Pittsburgh in support of our diocesan 
ministry. This percentage is set by the Diocese at its
annual convention. The Diocese of Pittsburgh gives
15% of its annual income to the Episcopal Church. 
This figure is set by the General Convention.

Some highlights of the General Convention were the
admission of the Diocese of Cuba as a full member of
the Episcopal Church, resolutions in support of 
evangelism, against racism and sexism, in support of
care of the environment, for support of transgender
persons, in support of #metoo issues for women in the
church, for just treatment of immigrants, and to extend
marriage equality to all. 

Of particular note was discussion around a potential
revision of the Book of Common Prayer, last done in
1979. The Church decided not to undergo full-scale
revision yet but form a task force to study what that
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The General Convention might look like to begin the
process in the future. 
It authorized bishops to 
work with congregations to
begin to create alternative
texts while being mindful of
“inclusive” and “expansive”
language in referring both to
humanity and divinity.  

Calvary has already been doing this to a limited degree
on Sunday morning, particularly in the summer service
in the garden. The Sunday night liturgy of Candlemass
was created by me and Alan Lewis to be beautiful, 
inclusive, and consistent with our Anglican heritage.

It was also resolved that “…Convention memorialize
the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as a Prayer Book of the
church preserving the psalter, liturgies, 
The Lambeth Quadrilateral, Historic Documents, and
Trinitarian Formularies ensuring its continued use…”
It is not exactly clear what the word “memorialize”
means but, it appears, the intention is that we maintain
the Prayer Book while adding other, complementary
liturgies to our ongoing tradition.

A further resolution authorizes trial use of expansive
language in Holy Eucharist, Rite II. That is, 
congregations may use Rite II exactly as written or make
some small and specific changes. Some are helpful and
some are not. Examples include: 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord”
is an alternative for “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.”  Many people at Calvary have
already been doing this. 

(From Eucharistic Prayer A ) “All this we ask through
Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and
in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever…” is an
alternative for

“All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him,
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever…” 
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After conferring with Bishop McConnell, we may have a
trial use of some of these alternatives at Calvary. If and when
we do, there will be a note in the bulletin about what is
changed and, where possible, an oral announcement about
it. Practically speaking, it will be much easier to alter parts of
the liturgy the priest alone prays rather than parts prayed by
all the people of God unless those words are printed in the
bulletin. As usual, your feedback is welcome for this.

I am particularly pleased with the outcome of proposed
liturgical revision that we did not abandon our tradition in
the Prayer Book (that we have not fully appreciated) yet
made room for changes in a clearly defined way that allows
congregations to begin to create new liturgies that will be
shared with the larger church for refinement. It was a very
good Convention. –Jonathon n

For full coverage of events and resolutions at the General Convention,
please see www.episcopalnewsservice.org.

Texts for Class on Book of Romans
A number of people have asked about books for the Rector’s
class on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. As always, the most
helpful preparation is to read the book of the Bible we are
discussing, Romans in this case. It is the sixth book of the
New Testament to make it easier to find; Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Acts, Romans… It will take about an hour to
read.

The most helpful book I have read in a long time is one on
the Apostle Paul that came out this year, Paul: A Biography by
N.T. Wright. Wright is a bishop in the Church of England
and a professor of New Testament. I learned a great deal from
reading this and made connections never before imagined.
The book is well written but quite dense in places. Take some
time with it. This is not specifically about the Book of
Romans but offers great insight on what made Paul who he
became and how he thought. We have kept at least one copy
in the Calvary bookstore. Sherry can order a copy for you. 

A much more accessible book is also by N.T. Wright and is in
the same series as others we have used. It is Paul for Everyone:
Romans. Both books by Wright are available on Amazon.

The class on the Book of Romans will meet in McClintic Hall
on Sunday mornings at 10 o’clock, beginning September 9.
All are welcome. n

Weekly Offering Cards
Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards
in a basket in the Narthex or by the North Transept door
each week, take one, and place it in the offering plate. n

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, Calvary,
or CYAM, welcome! For more information or to be added to
our email list, please contact The Rev. Neil Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 112).

Sunday, August 26, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Social (6425 Penn Ave., 15206)

Wednesday, September 12, 5:45 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Urban Tap 
(216 S. Highland Ave., 15206)

Sunday, September 23, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at The Yard (736 Bellefonte St., 15232)

Tuesday, October 9, 5:30 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Industry Public House 
(4305 Butler Street 15201)

Sunday, October 21, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Mad Mex (220 S Highland Ave, 15206)

Tuesday, November 6, 5:45 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Church Brew Works 
(3525 Liberty Avenue, 15201)

Sunday, November 18, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Panera Bakery Square 
(136 Bakery Square Blvd, 15206)

Wednesday, December 5, 5:45 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Sharp Edge 
(302 South St. Clair Street, 15206)

Friday, December 14, 7-10 p.m.
Yule Ball (in the Refectory at Calvary Church) n

Parish Picnic 

On Sunday, September 9, after the 11 o’clock service, we
will have a parish-wide picnic to welcome our new Associate
Rector, Neil Raman, and his wife, Elizabeth Gassler and to
begin our program year. Calvary will grill hamburgers and
hot dogs, and also provide toppings and beverages. 
Last names A-L please bring a dessert. Last names M-Z
please bring a salad or side dish. 

RSVP requested. Please call 412.661.0120 ext. 140. or send
an email to reservations@calvarypgh.org by Friday,
September 7. n



-3-

The Church Mouse

I am grateful to all of you for
your love and support, cards and
prayers following Keen’s death in
July. I was especially touched 
by the number of people 

who attended his memorial service.  Special thanks to
Jonathon for being such a wonderful pastor, to Ken Smith
who patiently worked with me to create a unique order of
service and to Weezie Wells, who couldn’t have been kinder
or wiser. Love, Judie Compher n

Michael Braxton, chair of the Pittsburgh deputation to
General Convention, was elected to the Board of Trustees of 
The General Theological Seminary in New York City.
Congratulations Michael! n

Congratulations to parishioner William Strickland who has
retired from serving as president and CEO of Manchester
Bidwell for fifty years. He will continue as executive chair-
man. Over his career, he helped thousands of people in
preparing for careers from horticulture to 
medical and helped many through arts training. For more
information see: http://manchesterbidwell.org. n

Calvary’s Sexton Ron Johnston was recently awarded the
Fifty Year Service Emblem from the R.W. Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania. n

Please remember Calvary Church
in your will.

“Redd Up Calvary” Day
On our patronal festival of St. Michael, please join us on
Saturday, September 29 for a “Redd Up Calvary” day from
9 a.m. until 12 p.m. We will work inside and outside, 
weather permitting, on a number of small projects like
cleaning the pews, polishing silver, and working in the gardens. 

Please wear clothes in which you can work. You are welcome
to bring cleaning or gardening supplies. Calvary will also
provide cleaning supplies and breakfast snacks. The event is
a great way to get to know people and care for our beautiful
church buildings and grounds. n

Calvary Bazaar News
As the summer winds down, volunteers are
gearing up work for this year’s Calvary
Bazaar, which is set for Saturday, 
October 27, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The bazaar will include
a silent auction, florals, handmade crafts table, gourmet
foods, baked goods,  antiques and collectables.

Committees need some help in the coming months. Please
look over the following and pitch in when you can. Getting
involved is a great way to make friends and contribute to the
local social agencies the bazaar supports!

Gourmet Foods needs two new volunteers to help on 
October 27. The following contributions are also needed:
fruit preserves and jellies, dessert sauces and chutneys and
various kinds of appetizers.; homemade soups and decorat-
ed dry soup mixes. To help,contact Leigh Gallagher at 
leighfranksgallagher@gmail.com or 412.400.2032.

Nature’s Gifts now needs glass containers for the paper-
whites and plastic garden pots that measure 8-9" across the
top. Donations of healthy house plants and fall perennials
can be brought to church the day before the bazaar. Cash
donations for bulbs are also needed now: Paperwhites, 3 for
$2.50 or Amaryllis, $6 each. Contact Diane Styles at
412.343.2067 or dianestyles137@gmail.com

The Silent Auction is looking for the following: extra tickets
to a sporting event, theater, ballet, musical performance etc.;
decorative art or paintings; a weeklong or weekend retreat to
your vacation home; a gift basket you create or an gift 
certificate of a talent you’ll share. Contact Sandy Ekstrom at
sandyeks@verizon.net or 412.721.9764.

Also Sue Jones is looking for volunteers who can call and
remind parishioners about the Bazaar in early October. 
If interested, contact her at susan.hellegers.jones@
gmail.com or 412.441.8332. n

E Waste 
Recycling

AND Data Destruction

Electronic Items Accepted: Desktop PCs, Laptops, Tablets,
Hard Drives, Keyboards, Mice, Power Supplies, Circuit
Boards, Cables, Speakers, UPS Batteries and Backup
Systems, LCD monitors, Routers, Switches, Phones, Phone
Systems, Ink, Toner, AC Adapters, Projectors, Typewriters.
Sorry, tube TVs/AC units/large appliances not accepted.

A portion of the proceeds benefits Calvary Church. n

Saturday, September 22, 2018
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Easy drop-off in our Parking Lot

www.calvarypgh.org
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While You Were Away

Browsers buy books in bulk.
Annual used book sale bounty
benefits literacy.

Calvary completes analog 
keyboard trifecta. Harpsichord
acquired on long loan – neither

blown (organ), nor struck (piano), but plucked.

Wind gust tosses tree top through open playground gate.
No damage to life or property – only limb.

Aging Ailanthus axed. “Tree of Heaven” / “Tree from Hell”?
You decide. Action follows damage to neighbor’s fence 
in separate branch fall. (If “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
is it sacred?)

Toilets, urinals, and sinks hoarded since Parish House 
renovation, finally heaved. Space secured for hoarding of
documents instead.

20 Boxes of hoarded documents liberated from Crypt safe.
Those items deemed of historical value to be digitally 
en-Crypt-ed for future reference.

Blinding shine applied to Refectory floor – the first ever.
Church floor tile receives similar – though annual – treatment.

Orange, Yellow and Blue room floor tile hues join freshly
painted walls to brighten Beginnings’ experience. 
(Red and Purple already done.) New fittings line hallways
in anticipation of upcoming school season.

Brighter, cooler, more efficient LED lamps installed. Parish
Hall, elevator, and Bookstore in this replacement round.

Plentiful precipitation postpones pending projects.
Arborists, roofers, and concrete contractors delayed due to
downpours. Head sexton’s gnashing of teeth all but audible.

A.C. wind-up noise abatement during Garden service 
re-instated. Previously unable to stop/start without 
expensive service call. Motor and control parts installed.
Peace be with you. –gfr
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The calendar of events, links to audio recordings of sermons
and forum classes, photos from events, and more, are all on
our website. Visit www.calvarypgh.org n

Set to a beautiful musical score, this Japanese film tells the
tale of a professional cellist in the Tokyo Symphony. Let go
from his beloved work and skill, he searches for another one.
Noting a high-salaried job in a travel agency, he pursues it.
Little does he know that it just involves departing flights.
The work is more difficult than he expects. In fact, neither
his brother nor his wife will support him in his new art,
believing it is work beneath him and them. Interspersed
with humorous moments, this ex-cellist discovers both a
ministry and an art in his second work. Departures became
the first Japanese production to win the Academy Award for
Best Foreign Language Film.

Please bring a friend and salad for 2 for dinner in the
Refectory at 6 p.m. The film will start promptly at 7 p.m. in
the Parish Hall. A short discussion will follow. RSVP to Clint
Van Dusen at apax4cmvd@msn.com, or call 412.427.8933
by Sunday, September 23. n

Calvary Movie Night: 
Thursday, September 27

Prayer List Update
On Sunday, September 9 we will make a fresh
start with the Prayer List included in the
Sunday bulletin. In order to keep our prayers
current and focused, we are asking for your
help. If there is someone whose name you
would like to have on the list, please give that information to
Leslie Reimer at lreimer@calvarypgh.org, or by phone at the
church (412.661.0120, extension 123). The renewed list will
include only the names which have been sent to us. We are
glad to keep people on the prayer list for as long as 
necessary, because we know and understand that many
needs are on-going. Whenever someone is ready to be
removed from the list, we ask that you let us know. 
Thank you for your help. n

First Candlemass of the Season

The worship service of Candlemass will be held on Sunday,
September 9 at 5 p.m. in the choir stalls of the church.
Candlemass is a celebration of Holy Communion with
incense and chant led by a choir of young adults. 

A reception follows the one hour service. n

Episcopal Relief & Development is responding to the Carr
Fire in Northern California. Visit www.episcopalrelief.org. n
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The Bookstore at Calvary
The Bookstore would like to extend a sincere thank you to
everyone who helped make the 2018 Used Book Sale a 
success! This includes the donations from parishioners, the
helpers who spent countless hours sorting and organizing
all the items, the volunteers who assisted on the selling days,
and those who supported the used book sale with their 
purchases.

A question parishioners often ask is what happens to all the
books that didn’t sell? Unsold used books were given to the
following organizations:

Better World Books: A box of books was placed in a Better
World Books drop box in Monroeville, PA. Books are sold
online to help raise funds for nonprofit literacy organization
changing the world through teaching kids, supporting 
families, building schools and filling libraries. To find a drop
box and learn more about this organization, visit 
betterworldbooks.com.

Book ‘Em: Dorothy Drennen carefully chose books for
Book'Em, which is an all-volunteer project of the Thomas
Merton Center, that sends free books to prisoners in
Pennsylvania.

Little Free Libraries: Three Little Free Libraries received
donations to help spread the joy and power of sharing books
including locations at Monroeville United Methodist
Church, Darlington Road in Squirrel Hill, and Wilkinsburg
at Penn Avenue and Wood Street. To learn more, please visit
littlefreelibrary.org.

The Salvation Army of Clearfield, PA: The Mobile Lunch
and Literacy program takes volunteer-prepared lunches to a
nearby low-income housing development.  Lunch is 
provided along with the children choosing books to be read
to them. Linda Swatsworth, Children’s Program Director,
was presented with five boxes of children and young adult
used books to support the Mobile Lunch and Literacy 
program. In addition, she will provide each child with one
or two books to keep.

Swisshelm Park Community Group: This group gathered
books to provide to children in the neighborhood.

The Women of Calvary 2018 Holiday Bazaar: Younger 
children’s books were given for the children’s area planned
for the Holiday Bazaar in October.

eQuip Books: An initiative based in Aliquippa whose goal 
is to empower local youth through a variety of retail, 
library and donation services, took away all the remaining
materials. n

Photos of some of the book drop off locations may be found in the
online version of this issue of Agape.

Visit Calvary’s website at www.calvarypgh.org

Pittsburgh East 
CROP Hunger Walk 

is Sunday, October 14, 2018 
Last year, you helped raise more than $8.3 million in the
fight to end hunger. But with natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises on the rise, we could really use 
your help in making this year’s Walk response even stronger. 
By registering for the Walk today, you pledge to provide
more healthy food solutions for families in need. Are you
ready to tackle this challenge?

Sign Up Online at 
www.crophungerwalk.org/pittsburghpa

When you register and raise $100 online at least four weeks
before the Walk, you’ll receive an exclusive CROP Hunger
Walk drawstring backpack. It’s one small way we’re saying
“thank you” for your early start on this year’s fundraising.
Remember, every dollar you raise gets us that much closer to
a world where there is enough for all.

Let’s end hunger one step at a time! n

Soup Group Cooking
The Soup Group will meet on Friday, September 14 at 
10 a.m. in Calvary’s kitchen. If you have a favorite recipe for
a fall soup, please share it with us. We will also gladly accept
any surplus vegetables you may have from your summer 
garden. Please leave them in the kitchen refrigerator prior to
that day.

We are also scheduled to cook on Monday, October 15 and
Friday, October 19 at 10 a.m. During these sessions we will
be making soup and dry mixes to be sold at the Bazaar, as
well replenishing our stock to be given to our parish family,
friends, and neighbors. 

Please contact me with any questions.
–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 n

Fall Christian Formation 

Christian Formation for Children and Adults resumes on
Sunday, September 9 at 10 a.m. There will be signs and 
people to direct one to the appropriate classroom. Nursery
care also resumes that Sunday. n

Altar Flowers
Help us keep the church in full bloom by donating flowers
in memory of, or in honor of, someone special. If you would
like to place a memorial listing, please contact Marsha
Morris in the church office at 412.661.0120, ext. 111. n
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New Parish Administrator 
for Calvary
Ms. Kim Pieratt has accepted the 
position of Parish Administrator at
Calvary Church beginning on
September 3. Kim will succeed Marsha
Morris who is retiring after twelve years
at Calvary and will also take on some of
the duties of Weezie Wells who moved
to part-time this past June.

She will be at the front desk receiving guests and members
to Calvary and directing calls, handling scheduling and the
calendar, membership records, and general administration.
Marsha and Kim will overlap one month to help with the
transition.

Kim was brought up in the Episcopal Church in which her
father served as a choir director. Her sister and daughter
(with Kim’s 2 and half year old grandchild) have lived in
Pittsburgh for some time. Her son recently accepted a 
fellowship in Pittsburgh and hopes later to attend 
graduate school in the city. They have been attending 
Christ Episcopal Church in the North Hills.

She recently moved to Pittsburgh from Knoxville, TN where
she served in an administrative position at a church there for
the last eighteen years. She also knows our particular church
software system that will be a great help. She clearly 
understands this is as much a ministry as it is a job. 
Please join me in welcoming Kim to Calvary. Her email
address is kpieratt@ calvarypgh.org. n

2018 Voters of Conscience
Political Program
The Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) is
launching the 2018 Voters of Conscience Political Program,
a program designed to educate people of faith in advance of
the November election and unleash our political power at
the polls! As part of the launch, PIIN is surveying members
in each congregation to learn more about the issues most
important to people of faith. Take the political survey today:
ONLINE at http://bit.ly/PIINSurvey or by completing a
paper survey and dropping it in the box in the Parish Hall.

Please contact Bob King (rking52717@aol.com) or Steve
Shandor (steve.shandor@gmail.com) for more information.
Visit piin.org for more information about PIIN. n

EfM (Education for Ministry) started in 1975 when the
School of Theology at the University of the South (Sewanee)
decided to develop a curriculum which would provide a
basic theological education to lay Christians. EfM is a 
distance learning course in which the members of the group
meet each week to discuss reading materials which provide
a basic education about Christianity and contemporary 
theological issues. It is a four-year program, but students
commit to only one year at a time. The first year is devoted
to reading and understanding the Old Testament; second,
the New Testament; third the history of the Christian
Church; fourth, contemporary theological issues. The group
also engages in a theological discussion on a topic of their
choosing for part of the session. Discussions are led by
trained mentors who act as moderators and fellow seekers.

Calvary hosts two EfM groups which are currently 
recruiting new participants. Members of the groups can be
from various parishes as well as other denominations. 
The evening group meets Wednesdays from 6–9 p.m.; 
the morning group on Thursdays from 9:30–12:30. The cost
of the program is $375 a year and includes all textbooks. 
For more information on the program in general, 
please visit http://efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/about-efm.
To discuss the Thursday morning group please contact
Barbara Brooks at tipark4me@aol.com or Diane Santoriello
at Dianesantoriello@gmail.com. If interested in the
Wednesday night group, contact Vanessa Sterling at 
vmsterling@gmail.com or 412.551.2042. n

September 16 is Sign-Up Sunday
Want to volunteer for some community service? Learn more
about Calvary’s awe-inspiring architecture? Learn Christian
meditative prayer or take part in shared spiritual reflection?
On Sunday, September 16, after all services, Calvary group
representatives will be on hand to tell you more about how
you can get involved in the groups that interest you. If you
have any questions, please contact Catherine Davidson at
412.874.7345. Thank you. n

Marsha Morris 
Retirement Reception
Please plan to join us on Sunday, September 23, 2018 for a
reception after the 11 o’clock service to honor Marsha
Morris and her twelve years of service to Calvary as Parish
Secretary. If you would like to make a monetary gift to
Marsha, please mail or give a check to Calvary Church, with
a note in the memo line for “Marsha’s Gift.” The gift will be
presented at the reception. n
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I Lived as a Monk for Two Years
by Geoffrey Royce. Part 11 of a series.

Healing Prayer

The most direct and ancient form of healing prayer lives on
in our Rite of Reconciliation. The purpose of reconciliation
is to address the obstacle of sin in a Christian’s life. A friend
of mine who is a priest once told us in a sermon that a 
penitent told him that he kept on committing and 
confessing the same sin over and over again to which my
friend responded, “Welcome to the club!” So, we can see that
the problem of sin is in many ways like the problem or 
disease of addiction. We like what we “know”, even if it is 
not good for us.

Sin doesn’t have a bright appeal as an idea in 21st century
North America. Having been a member of a monastic 
community, surprising as it may seem to many one still runs
into their share of sin. Because all sin is actually corporate
either in its origin or its outcome and because monastic life
is entirely and thoroughly corporate even for the most 
solitary of orders it is critical that sin is countered by 
reconciliation. In the case of our order we had a visiting 
confessor who came twice a year, after Advent before
Christmas and after Lent before Easter. My idea of sin was
changed quite a bit by my monastic experience. I realized
that it is all about alienation from oneself, one’s neighbor
and God. It is not always all three but usually it is. Therefore,
it is a transgression against the entirety of Jesus’ great 
commandment. (Matthew 22:35-40) 

In the Book of Common Prayer, the two forms of reconciliation
focus on seeking forgiveness for oneself or coming to forgive
others. The two are linked in the Lord’s Prayer and several
parables in the Gospels. Our tradition doesn’t require the
exercise of this rite in any legal or formal way but we all want
to be forgiven and we all have a varying resistance to 
forgiving others. They are both very human characteristics.
We are blessed to the have the opportunity to share in one
another’s salvation when we remove the corporate obstacle
to being of one mind in Christ.

A second form of healing prayer involves the laying on of
hands. This form is also direct, ancient and often about 
corporate healing. In the winter of 1999, in Worcester,
Massachusetts there was a horrific fire in an abandoned cold
storage warehouse. Six firefighters died in that fire searching
for two homeless people rumored to be inside. The entire
city of Worcester was in mourning for weeks after this event.
Firefighters came from all over the country and the world to
attend the funeral. It is still commemorated every year on
December 3rd. In the parish where I worshiped at that time
our priest had a service of healing prayer following the
Saturday Eucharist which was offered with special 
intentions for the survivors of those fallen firefighters.
Everyone in attendance came forward for the laying on of

–continued in the next column

hands. By the first anniversary of the fire, a local journalist
had done some research on the lives of those firefighters and
the city that had lost them. By association through their 
history of service, family, marriage, other employment and
community relationship there was not a single parish in the
greater Worcester area that had not been touched by the life
of at least one of these firefighters.  

Come near to God and He will come near to you… 
(James 4-8)  n

Spiritual Reflection
Adult spiritual formation may be
described as the step-by-step discovery of
God’s presence in our lives and our 
personal transformation along the way.
Calvary’s Spiritual Reflection meetings continue to be a 
regular and familiar forum for small group peer ministry.
We share, reflect upon and discuss inspirational ideas that
develop and deepen our personal relationships with God
and with one another. Meetings are group-led, and no
preparation is required. Our interactions follow the
Principals for Contemplative Dialogue of the Merton
Institute for Contemplative Living.

Each quarter we will use as a guide the writings of a 
different Christian author. A short reading will serve each
meeting as a catalyst for reflection upon, and discussion of,
God in our daily lives. 

For the Fall quarter, we will use Rainer Maria Rilke as our
guide. Rilke was an Austro-German Catholic who lived from
1875 to 1926. Known primarily for his poems, Rilke also
wrote letters and essays. He lived and worked among leading
artists and thinkers at the turn of the 20th Century, and his
work is primarily concerned with his own search for inner
meaning during an era defined by industrialism, 
economic collapse, and war. Rilke traveled extensively
throughout Europe, living for a time with Rodin (sculptor of
The Thinker), consulting with Cezanne, touring Russia, and
living in solitude for a period of time, mimicking the prac-
tices of Russian Orthodox monks.

Meetings are held 7–8 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday
evening of each month. We will meet on September 4, 18,
October 2, 16, November 6, 20, December 4, 18. Email Matt
Muldoon (mattmuldoon@msn.com) or Sondra Krimmel
(sskrimmel@gmail.com) for information or to be added to
the email list. Please feel welcome to join at any time. n

Please recycle this newsletter 
when you have finished reading it.
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An expanded version of this issue of Agape, 
with color photos and additional content 
may be viewed on the Calvary website at 

www.calvarypgh.org

www.facebook.com/CalvaryEpiscopalChurch

Agape Deadline
The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, September 7, 2018. Please e-mail your
text to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office. n

The Calvary Camp service, an informal celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, will resume meeting on Sunday, 
September 23, 2018 at 3 p.m., in the Refectory. Other
fall/winter dates are October 28, November 25, and
December 30. The Rev. Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and
we use music from the Camp songbook. Mark your 
calendars and join us when you can! n

Sheldon Calvary Camp 
at Calvary Episcopal Church

Save the Date

2018 BAZAAR
Saturday, October 27

10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be
offered on All Saints’ Sunday, November 4 
at 11 a.m. If you or someone you know
desires to partake in this sacrament please
contact the Reverend Neil K. Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org or 412.661.0120

ext. 112) as soon as possible, so that the appropriate 
preparation and arrangements can be made. n

Summer Schedule
The full 11 o’clock celebration of Holy Eucharist with vested
choir, vergers, acolytes, and procession resumes on Sunday,
September 9. The 9 o’clock service will continue in the
Garden, weather permitting, until Sunday, September 23.

Weekday celebrations of the Holy Eucharist will take place on
Wednesdays only at 7 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The regular 
weekday Eucharist schedule will resume on Monday,
September 10.

The Parish offices will be open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through Friday, August 31. The Church and offices will be
closed on Monday, September 3 (Labor Day). n



News of the
Episcopal Diocese 
of Pittsburgh

Bishop McConnell Reflects on
General Convention
July 25, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,

As you know, the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church met July 4-13 in Austin, Texas. There has been 
considerable discussion on social media, and elsewhere,
regarding what convention actually did, and I have noticed
that the “facts” vary widely. So, I thought it might be 
helpful to share my understanding of what this convention
accomplished.

There were many, many resolutions presented to deputies
and bishops, encompassing everything from creation care to
Israel/Palestine to mission and evangelism. On these latter
concerns, convention approved substantial funding over the
next three years for evangelism and church plants. There
were also occasions of strong public witness – most notably
the Sunday Eucharist at the Hutto Detention Center (an ICE
facility whose residents are mainly women seeking asylum
in the United States), and a gathering of Bishops Against
Gun Violence. There were transformative personal
moments as well, including a solemn service of repentance,
offering testimonies of those who had been abused by 
clergy, seeking God’s forgiveness for the Church and healing
for the victims. Always at the center was our Presiding
Bishop’s powerful preaching, urging us all to continue our
witness to Jesus Christ in the power of “our loving, 
liberating, and life-giving God.”

Overall, I believe the convention resulted in a substantive
compromise over matters that could, once again, have torn
us apart. Much of this revolved around various proposals for
the revision of the Book of Common Prayer (1979), 
including revision of the rubrics and catechism related to
the marriage rites. After a great deal of effort and 
conversation, steps were taken to include LGBT people more
deeply in the life of the whole Church, and to honor their
relationships. More conservative bishops and dioceses were
given ways to meet the pastoral needs of gay and lesbian
couples and their congregations, while being faithful to
those bishops’ deep convictions. Perhaps most important,
leaders from across the Episcopal Church’s theological 
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spectrum worked hard to create a place where all could walk
together. The determination shown by this convention to
hold onto one another across our differences provides a 
witness to the reconciling power of the Gospel in the midst
of our country’s desperately polarized civic life. 

I have outlined a summary of our process and results 
related to liturgical revision on a separate document 
available at www.episcopalpgh.org, along with a link to all
the resolutions of the convention. Later this summer, the
General Convention Office will publish a summary of all
resolutions, a link to which will also be posted. 

I would also note a serious failure. While we corrected a
monumental injustice by welcoming back the Episcopal
Church in Cuba, the dioceses of Province IX were miserably
represented because of the Episcopal Church’s refusal to
address adequately the financial needs of our poorest
churches. This injury was compounded by insult: contrary
to our own rules, we failed to provide Spanish translators 
for certain important hearings. A resolution expressing
“regret” – graciously acknowledged by Bishop Allen of
Honduras – fell far short, to my mind, of the genuine grief
that accompanies true repentance. Racism is a great evil of
our time and culture. How can a Church, historically so 
concerned with matters of social justice, treat so lightly the
log in our own eye? (Matthew 7:5). Surely we have much
work still to do.

In spite of this deficit, I believe the convention achieved a
huge step forward in building unity across the diversity of
our Church. Those attending from the Diocese of Pittsburgh
helped make that happen, and so on your behalf, I thank 
our deputation: Michael Braxton, Lisa Brown, 
Nano Chalfant-Walker, Jon Delano, Joan Gundersen, 
Jamie McMahon, Jeff Murph, Kris Opat, Jim Simons, 
Steve Stagnitta, and Nancy Threadgill, as well as 
Scott Quinn, who was unable to attend but was with us in
spirit and prayer. Betty Duckstein, Linda Getts, and Darrell
Powell represented the diocesan Episcopal Church Women.
All these, our ambassadors in Austin, made considerable
sacrifices, including giving up vacation time, leaving their
families, and incurring personal expense in order to serve
the Church. They worked together and prayed together
through long days and never seemed to lose their good
humor and sound judgment. I am extremely proud of and
grateful for them. Please join me in giving God thanks for
their witness!

Faithfully your bishop,

(The Right Reverend) Dorsey W.M. McConnell, D.D.
VIII Bishop of Pittsburgh n



Mark your calendars and spread
the word! The Christ Episcopal
Church, North Hills, 5K will be held
Saturday, September 22, 2018. 
The race has a new name: “Run For 
Thy Neighbor.” 

Once again, 5K participants will
meet at the Harmar Shelter located

near Pie Traynor Field and the pool in North Park. Come
ready rain or shine to run, walk, cheer, sponsor and/or 
volunteer the day of the 5K! This year’s proceeds will benefit
HEARTH located in the North Hills. HEARTH provides 
transitional services and housing for families who are 
survivors of domestic violence or other trauma and 
experience homelessness. HEARTH helps participants
become independent and economically self sufficient by 
providing housing, basic needs, health services, 
transportation, and much more including a requirement to
return to school for training. 

The 5K event is not exclusive to church members. The event
is open to anyone and everyone who wants to participate and
be part of something bigger than themselves! 

Stay tuned for race registration and casual evening group
runs/walks in North Park leading up to the 5K. If you have
any questions or want to volunteer in any way before or on
race day, please contact race director Shannon Johnson at
CECNH5K@ChristChurchPGH.org. n

Nominations Open for 
2018 Convention Elections
The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh is now welcoming
nominations of clergy and lay persons for election to 
membership on various governing bodies and committees
of the Diocese. 

This year, three lay persons will be elected to the Board of
Trustees. One clergy and one lay person will be elected to the
Standing Committee, the Cathedral Chapter and the
Committee on Constitution and Canons. One clergy and
two lay persons will be elected to the Disciplinary Board.
Finally, one person (clergy or lay) will be elected to the
Commission on Ministry and Diocesan Growth Fund. 

Multiple candidates for open positions are accepted and
encouraged. All positions carry a term of three years, except
for the Standing Committee which has a four-year term.
Nomination forms have been mailed to all of the parishes in
the Diocese, and are also available here. 

Please contact the Rev. Michael Foley at mfoley@gts.edu, 
or Robert Johnston at rajohnston62@verizon.net for more
information. n

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh mailing address:
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-721-0853  |  info@episcopalpgh.org

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, Bishop

412-721-0853 ext. 252  |  dmcconnell@episcopalpgh.org 

Judi Rogers, Executive Assistant

412-721-0853 ext. 251  |  jrogers@episcopalpgh.org n

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
August 19 – Retired clergy, including the Reverend Dr. 
Jared Jackson, the Reverend Dr. Canon Harold Lewis, 
the Reverend Charles Martin, the Reverend Richard
Pocalyko, the Reverend Sandra Ritchie, and the Reverend
Dr. Steven Smalley.

August 26 – Campus Ministry, the Reverend Dan Isadore,
Episcopal Minister; and the Children’s Ministry Team.

September 2 – Leadership of the diocese, including 
the Standing Committee, the Board of Trustees, and
Diocesan Council.

September 9 – St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Wayne
Township, and the Reverend Arthur Dilg.

September 16 – St. John’s Episcopal Church, Donora, and
Michael Singer; the Commission on Archives and History;
and the Commission on Church Architecture.

September 23 – Church of the Holy Cross, Homewood, and
the Reverend Torrey Johnson (ELCA). n
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Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org
Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. n

Stay in Touch with the Diocese

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
September 9 St. Michael’s, Wayne Township
September 16 St. John’s, Donora
September 23 Holy Cross, Homewood n
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Lebanon will be participating
in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, leaving Pittsburgh on
February 7, and returning via Tel Aviv on February 19, 2019.
The tour will be guided by Qumri Pilgrimages, operated by
Iyad Qumri, former Canon to the Episcopal Diocese of 
Los Angeles. Mr. Qumri has guided tours in the Holy Land,
where he was born, and where he has raised his family, 
for 20 years. For a sample itinerary and more, visit
www.iyadqumripilgrimages.com.

The cost of the trip is estimated at $3600 for people sleeping
two per room and $4150 for single occupancy rooms. 
This includes tours, lodging, meals while there, tip to tour
agency, airfare and travel insurance. We will be staying at
hotels in Jerusalem and Nazareth during this pilgrimage.  

We will begin meeting as a group in September. If you are
considering attending, please check your passport and make
sure it will be valid through September 2019 

If you are interested in going, please contact Dave
Sharbaugh (david.sharbaugh@gmail.com) or Noah Evans
(noah@stpaulspgh.org). n

Pack-to-School Project

Please remember the Women of Calvary’s Pack to School
project for 2018-2019 while you are doing your school year
shopping. The program benefits students at Pittsburgh’s
Lincoln Elementary School. The school seeks donations of
uniforms and hygiene items such as Kleenex and sanitizer
wipes. Lincoln uniforms consists of blue bottoms (pants or
skirts) and white or light blue shirts. All sizes through boys
16 and girls 14 are needed as well as socks, underwear and
Tshirts. 

Other suggested donations are: Kindergarten through
third grade: Backpacks, crayons, pencils and scissors;
Fourth and fifth grades: Binders, calculator protractors,
glue sticks and colored pencils and colored markers. 

For more information or to help out, contact Mary Ann
Slater at slatersaur904@gmail.com. Thank you for your 
continued support of this program. n

The “Thrifty” Community Store 
on Penn Avenue Needs Donations
Dear Friends of the Thomas Merton Center and the East
End Community Thrift Store (Thrifty): 

The home of the East End Thrift Shop, commonly known as
Thrifty, is at 5123 Penn Avenue, and is the only property
owned by the Thomas Merton Center. The building last
received extensive attention following a fire in late 2000,
more recently a new roof (2012) and now requires some
periodic tender loving care.

Our most immediate need is replacement of a broken sewer
line that extends into the city main located in the alley
behind Thrifty. Leaking can cause occasional clogging of the
line, with a resulting back-up of raw sewage. That’s what
happened earlier this year. While a plumber was able to 
temporarily clear the line, a more permanent fix is 
obviously necessary.

That fix demands some excavation and re-paving; the
Center has recently contracted with a plumber to do the
work for a little more than $15,000. Such a sum exceeds
what the Merton Center budgeted for building 
maintenance. Consequently, we are hoping the friends of
both Thrifty and TMC can step forward at this time to make
a one-time contribution to help defray the cost of the
plumbing work and other previously deferred maintenance
for 2018. A jump start grant has been given to the Merton
Center by McAuley Ministries for $5,000 in honor of the
Sisters of Mercy and their commitment to social justice.

The East End Community Thrift (Thrifty) is an all 
volunteer-run thrift shop, which provides quality, low-cost,
used clothing and household goods, to the surrounding
community.  Since its inception in 1993, Thrifty has worked
with over 100 charitable programs to offer their clients
vouchers to shop free for items they need for themselves and
their families. Calvary Church collects and donates 
clothing and household items year-round. A clothes 
basket in the Parish Hall is the collection point.

Thrifty gives a portion of all the donated clothing that they
receive to people that are served by these programs, such as
Resolve, Sojourner House and The Women and Children’s
Shelter. Over the past two decades thousands of homeless
and low-income community members have benefitted from
the good work of the more than 20 volunteers who have
dedicated their time, resources and attention to helping oth-
ers thrive in the face of adversity.

Thrifty is always looking for volunteers! If you can volunteer
your time and strength, please don’t hesitate to contact us at
412.361.6010 or email Shawna Hammond, Thrifty Manager,
at shawnapgh@aol.com.

We appreciate your donations more than you know! n



Better World Books drop box 
in Monroeville, PA

The Little Free Library at Monroeville United Methodist Church

The Little Free Library 
at Penn Avenue and Wood Street in Wilkinsburg

Left to Right: Captain Laurie Greenfield of the 
Salvation Army Clearfield and Linda Swatsworth, 

Children’s Program Director
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The Bookstore at Calvary
Unsold used books from the 2018 Used Book Salewere given to the following organizations:
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Calvary Movie Night: Thursday, September 27

Come for a salad supper (prepare for 2) in the Refectory (at 6 p.m.)
Film starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

followed by a brief discussion led by Clint Van Dusen, in the Parish Hall

Please contact Clint by email apax4cmvd@msn.com or call 412.427.8933
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