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Welcome to Calvary Episcopal Church 
 
Calvary Church was founded in East Liberty in 1855. Calvary, and the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, of which it is a member, are part of the Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, a branch of the world-wide Anglican Communion, descended from the Church of 
England and thus a part of catholic Christianity tracing its lineage back, through apostolic 
succession, to the first Christian disciples. 
 

This building, Calvary’s third home, dates from 1906, and was designed by Ralph Adams 
Cram, one of the leading American exponents of the Gothic Revival. The overall length of 
the building is 208 feet; the height of the Nave, 55 feet, and of the crossing lantern, 75 feet. 
(The tip of the cross, atop the spire over the crossing, is 220 feet above the sidewalk.) The 
building’s appointments include stained glass by Heaton, Butler, & Bayne, of London, and C.J. 
Connick, of Boston, as well as Pittsburgh’s own Willet Stained Glass, among others. The 
carved wooden Rood Screen and the reredos behind the High Altar are particularly notable 
visual features. A new illustrated guide to the building was published in 2008, and is available 
through the Calvary Bookstore. 
 

Calvary houses two pipe-organs. The larger was built by Casavant-Frères of Québec in 1963; 
it is accounted one of the region’s finest, and its hundred stops and more than 7,000 pipes are 
heard regularly in services and recitals. (About a tenth of the organ’s pipes are visible in the 
West Gallery; most are housed behind the grillwork and façades overlooking the Transepts 
and Choir Stalls.) A continuo organ (not heard today) was built for the parish in 2007 as Op. 59 
of the Taylor & Boody firm of Staunton, Virginia; it contains some 231 pipes played from a 
single keyboard. 
 

Music is but one of Calvary’s ministries. Calvary Church strives to be a faithful Episcopal 
church practicing diversity and inclusion, and welcoming all in the name of Christ. Our 
values include joyfully celebrating traditional liturgy and music in the beauty of historic 
architecture; thoughtful prayer, insightful preaching, and reasoned theology guide our 
worship, study, and fellowship; and building upon a legacy of stewardship and service, 
striving for equality, mercy, and peace in the world. 
 

We invite you to explore Calvary’s other offerings, and to join us for worship. If you would 
like to receive more information about the parish, please fill in one of the cards found in the 
pew racks, and give it to an usher.  
 

Restrooms and water-fountains are located in the Parish House, accessible through the North 
Transept (to the left from the front of the Nave). Ushers will gladly guide you.  
 

We hope you enjoy this evening’s concert, and that you come back soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
a faithful Episcopal Church welcoming all in the Name of Christ 

www.calvarypgh.org 



Architectural Tour 
 

“The assembling of all the arts–music, poetry,  drama liturgy– 
in one vast work built up from each, raised to the highest level, 

and all fused in architecture, is the greatest artistic achievement.” 
—Ralph Adams Cram 

 
 

Welcome! This afternoon Calvary joins with Pittsburgh History &  Landmarks Foundation to combine 
insights into the architecture of Ralph Adams Cram’s CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH with a service of Choral 
Evensong sung by the Calvary Choir. The program provides a glimpse of the way Cram wove his ideas of 
space, sound and ceremony into his buildings. 
   

Cram’s architecture is well known nationally for the Cathedral of St John the Divine in New York City, chapels 
at West Point, Wellesley, and Princeton, and numerous gothic revival buildings across the country. In Western 
Pennsylvania, his work is seen not only at Calvary (1908) but also in later churches: East Liberty Presbyterian 
Church, Holy Rosary/Charles Lwanga Roman Catholic Church in Homewood, and First Presbyterian Church 
in Greensburg, and at First Baptist Church in Oakland designed by Cram’s firm and his business partner 
Bertram S. Goodhue.  
   

This joint program is an opportunity to experience the way in which Cram expressed his architectural ideas 
through music and liturgy. Today’s tour-docents are members of Calvary’s Architectural History Committee. 
Following docent-led tours of the architectural features of Calvary, we will experience the way these ideas 
were put into functional practice through the brief service of Choral Evensong. The program is presented in 
cooperation with the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation. 
 

A free, thirty-minute recital follows Evensong, featuring organ-music by J.S. Bach. A reception in the Parish 
Hall follows the service and recital.  
 

Musical Notes 
 

Evensong is the name given to the English-language service created for the first English Book of Common Prayer, 
published in 1549. This liturgy combines elements of two medieval monastic services—Vespers, offered at about 
sundown, and Compline, sung just before bed-time. Its essential shape consists of three sections: psalm-singing, 
readings (answered in song by canticles drawn from scripture, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, both from the 
Gospel of St. Luke), and prayers. In Choral Evensong, these elements are offered by the Choir, singing on behalf 
of the congregation, either in dialogue with the officiant or on its own. The congregation joins the choir in singing 
the Creed and the hymns.  
 

The seating for the choir, behind the Rood Screen, is an essential feature of Cram’s architectural plan. The 
elaborately carved finials on the choir’s pews depict various biblical and historical figures suggesting the importance 
of music in the Church’s ritual. This seating-arrangement, with two groups facing one another across a central 
aisle, points directly to the monastic origins of the architecture upon which Cram’s aesthetic was founded. In 
Benedictine monastic prayer, the extensive psalm-singing in the eight daily “offices,” or services, was typically done 
antiphonally, that is, in alternation by two more-or-less equal halves of the community, seated across from one 
another. This liturgical and musical model, translated into architectural furnishings, persists widely in medieval 
churches, chapels, and cathedrals, and in more recently-built ones such as this, modeled on those monastic edifices. 
 
The Introit, Canticles, and Anthem today are the work of the Irish-born composer Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-

1924), who passed most of his career in England, being educated at Cambridge and serving as an Organist and later 
Professor there, co-founding the Royal College of Music in London, and rising to a position of preëminence 
amongst the English composers of his time. The anthem is particularly notable; surely the composer’s most 
dramatic piece of sacred music, it dates from 1914, but lay unpublished until 1939. It is a setting of words from 
the minor prophet Habakkuk (some of them included in today’s first Lesson), announcing God’s rousing of the 
Babylonians to subjugate Judah, ca. 605 BCE. (The captives were ultimately liberated by the Persian conquest of 
Babylonia, and returned to Judea and rebuilt the temple, ca. 537 BCE). 



Choral Evening Prayer, Rite I 
 

Sung Evening Prayer, or Evensong, is offered daily in many parts of the worldwide  
Anglican Communion, particularly in Cathedral and Collegiate churches.  

In Choral Evensong, the Choir traditionally sings the Psalm and the Canticles following the Readings;  
the congregation joins in singing the hymns and responses as indicated below.   

 
Prelude       Solemn Melody Henry Walford Davies 
 

Introit        Lighten our Darkness   Charles Villiers Stanford 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thine only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
         —The Book of Common Prayer 

 

Entrance Hymn O Trinity of blessed light  



Opening Sentence 
 Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense,  
 and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice.     —Psalm 141:2      
 
 
 

Confession of Sin     All kneel for a brief silence, and then say together:     

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and says 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins,  
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 
The Preces and Psalter   All stand. Bernard Rose   

Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
     Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us. 
     Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
       Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.   

Officiant  Praise ye the Lord:  
Choir  The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

All sit for the Psalm, sung by the Choir. 
Psalm 104   Benedic, anima mea                   CHANTS: Ivor Atkins 

 

Praise the Lord, O my soul *  O Lord my God, thou art become exceeding glorious; thou art clothed with majesty and honour. 
Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment * and spreadest out the heavens like a curtain. Who layeth the beams of 
his chambers in the waters * and maketh the clouds his chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the wind.  He maketh his angels 
spirits * and his ministers a flaming fire. He laid the foundations of the earth * that it never should move at any time. Thou 
coveredst it with the deep like as with a garment * the waters stand in the hills. At thy rebuke they flee * at the voice of thy 
thunder they are afraid. They go up as high as the hills, and down to the valleys beneath * even unto the place which thou hast 
appointed for them. Thou hast set them their bounds which they shall not pass * neither turn again to cover the earth. He sendeth 
the springs into the rivers * which run among the hills.  All beasts of the field drink thereof * and the wild asses quench their 
thirst. Beside them shall the fowls of the air have their habitation * and sing among the branches. He watereth the hills from 
above * the earth is filled with the fruit of thy works. He bringeth forth grass for the cattle * and green herb for the service of men; 
That he may bring food out of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man * and oil to make him a cheerful 
countenance, and bread to strengthen man’s heart. The trees of the Lord also are full of sap * even the cedars of Libanus which he 
hath planted; Wherein the birds make their nests * and the fir-trees are a dwelling for the stork. The high hills are a refuge for 
the wild goats * and so are the stony rocks for the conies. He appointed the moon for certain seasons * and the sun knoweth his 
going down. Thou makest darkness that it may be night * wherein all the beasts of the forest do move. The lions roaring after 
their prey *  do seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth, and they get them away together * and lay them down in their dens. 
Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour * until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are thy works * in wisdom hast thou 
made them all; the earth is full of thy riches. So is the great and wide sea also * wherein are things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan * whom thou hast made to take his pastime therein. 
 



These wait all upon thee * that thou mayest give them meat in due season. When thou givest it them they gather it * and when 
thou openest thy hand they are filled with good. When thou hidest thy face they are troubled * when thou takest away their breath 
they die, and are turned again to their dust. When thou lettest thy breath go forth they shall be made * and thou shalt renew the 
face of the earth. The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall endure for ever * the Lord shall rejoice in his works. The earth shall 
tremble at the look of him * if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke. I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live * I will 
praise my God while I have my being. And so shall my words please him * my joy shall be in the Lord. As for sinners, they 
shall be consumed out of the earth, and the ungodly shall come to an end * praise thou the Lord, O my soul, praise the Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost : As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

The Lessons    All sit for the first Lesson. 
 

   The First Lesson    Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! 
even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save! Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me 
to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and 
contention. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon 
the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 
And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 
that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though 
it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. 

 

   The Magnificat (Service in C)   Sung by the Choir, the Congregation standing                         Stanford 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  For he hath regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaiden.  For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and 
holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath shewed strength with his 
arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath 
exalted the humble and meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He 
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen.  —Luke 1: 46-55, with Gloria Patri 
 

  The Second Lesson All sit for the second Lesson. Luke 17:5-10 
And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in 
the sea; and it should obey you. But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto 
him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? And will not rather say unto him, 
Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward 
thou shalt eat and drink? Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I 
trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 
 

 The Nunc Dimittis  (Service in C)  Sung by the Choir, the Congregation standing                        Stanford 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;  for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory 
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end.  Amen.   —Luke 2: 29-32, with Gloria Patri 

 

The Apostles’ Creed            (monotone: all together)        
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; 
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
     He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
     From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 



 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Responses     All remain standing        Rose                   
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
Choir Lord have mercy upon us.  Christ have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

Officiant  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Choir And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant  O Lord, save the State. 
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Officiant  Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Officiant  O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir And bless thine inheritance. 
Officiant  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Officiant  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

The Collects              The Choir sings Amen after each Collect.   
Of the Day                           

 Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont to 
 give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy, 
 forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we  
 are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who 
 liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
       

       For Sundays 
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for  
us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection,  
may praise thee in that City of which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

For Mission   
 Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels  
 charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,  
 soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. Amen. 
 

The Anthem     For lo, I raise up           Stanford 
The congregation sits. An offering will be received during the Anthem.  

 

For lo I raise up that bitter and hasty nation, which march through the breadth of the earth, 
to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful, their judgment  
and their dignity proceed from themselves. Their horses also are swifter than leopards, and are more fierce  
than the evening wolves, and their horsemen spread themselves, yea, their horsemen come from far.  
They fly as an eagle that hasteth to devour, they come all of them for violence; their faces are set as the east wind,  
and they gather captives as the sand. Yea, he scoffeth at kings and princes are a derision unto him  
for he heapeth up dust and taketh it then shall he sweep by as a wind that shall pass over and be guilty 
even he whose might is his God. Art not thou from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One? 



We shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained him for judgement and thou, O Rock, hast established him  
for correction. I will stand upon my watch and set me upon the tower and look forth to see what he will say to me 
and what I shall answer concerning my complaint. And the Lord answered me and said, The vision is yet  
for the appointed time, and it hasteth toward the end and shall not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely 
come. For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

But the Lord is in his holy temple: 
let all the earth keep silence before Him.    —Habakkuk 1 & 2 

 

Hymn   O Master, let me walk with thee  
All stand and sing together as the Offering is presented. 

 



Prayers, Intercessions, and Thanksgivings  
The General Thanksgiving (All together) 

 Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
 we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

  for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. 
 We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for thine inestimable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace and for the hope of glory. 
 And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
 and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
 by giving up our selves to thy service,  
 and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,  
 be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

 

The Prayer of St. Chrysostom   (All say Amen.)       
The Blessing      
Closing Hymn    

 
 
The Dismissal 
      

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
     Choir And with thy spirit. 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
     Choir Thanks be to God. 



Alan Lewis, organ 
 

Music from Clavierübung, III, by Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

 
Praeludium in E-flat major, S. 552/1 

 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her’, S. 676 

 
Wir glauben all an einen Gott, S. 680 

 
Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam, S. 684 

 
Fugue in E-flat major, S. 552/2 

 
 

Musical Notes 
Unlike the bulk of Bach’s compositional output, which survived only in mauscripts, his four volumes of “Keyboard 
Practice” were published collections, three of them for the harpsichord (comprising the Partitas, the French 
Overture and Italian Concerto, and the Goldberg Variations) and one for organ (consisting of twenty-one preludes 
based on particularly venerable Lutheran chorales and four invention-like “Duetti” for manuals alone, all framed 
by an imposing Prelude-and-Fugue pair). Today’s program represents a small sampling of these pieces, illustrating 
some of the contrasting styles and techniques Bach brought to bear in what were to be very nearly the sum total 
of his published organ-works.  
 
The opening Prelude in E-flat is cast on an unusually grand scale, even for Bach; its form might be diagrammed as 
A-B-A -B -A (with the B-sections rather more involved than a simple letter-designation suggests). Its style evokes 
the regal gestures of the French Overture, an idiom associated with the Court of Versailles, and its countless lesser 
imitators across Europe. In borrowing this idiom, Bach seems to be inviting the player (or the listener) into the 
very presence of the divine monarch, whose praise will be represented in the ensuing chorale-preludes. 
 
There are three preludes based on the Lutheran adaptation of the Gloria in excelsis, a hymn of praise traditionally 
included in the Mass. The one heard today is cast as a trio, more-or-less equal right- and left-hand parts in often- 
imitative dialogue over a supporting bass-line. The manual lines often paraphrase the contours of the chorale-
melody, and then occasionally break from their imitative proceedings to present the chorale-melody more 
explicitly, in longer note values. Near the end of the piece, the bass-line does likewise, to intone the final phrase. 
 
Wir glauben all is a three-voice fugue based on the opening motif of the chorale paraphrasing the Nicene Creed 
(three voices being a suitable texture for a melody devoted to the doctrine of the Trinity!). Beneath the fugal 
proceedings, the pedals present a striding ostinato, or repeating figure, that winds its way across the variety of keys 
explored in the manual fugue, at last anchoring it firmly in the tonic. 
 
Christ unser Herr is a chorale narrating the encounter between Jesus and John the Baptist at the River Jordan. The 
running left hand line suggests the murky river’s swirling currents; the two imitative voices in the right hand have 
been heard as representing the dialogue between the two cousins; and the pedals play the chorale-melody in longer 
note-values, and on a higher-pitched stop, to sound in the tenor/alto register, rather than the bass. 
 
The Fugue in E-flat is in three distinct sections, a structure which has inevitably called forth Trinitarian 
interpretations. The majestic opening section might be heard as representative of God the Father, the quickly-
moving second fugue as representing the Son, and the third as evoking the Holy Ghost. (If this is so, Bach’s 
musical expression of theology is out of step with the Western tradition, since, while the theme of the opening 
fugue is present in both the succeeding sections, the theme of the second fugue does not re-appear in the third. 
(Perhaps Bach subscribed to the Eastern Orthodox view that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father alone, not 
the Father and the Son—a subject of vast eccumenical dispute.) Whatever the composer’s intended meaning, the 
Fugue is a deeply satisfying expression of inevitable musical logic and astonishingly adroit counterpoint, and a 
worthy companion and counterweight to the vast Prelude with which the collection opened.   —A.L. 



 
 
 

Special thanks to Philip Hallen, who helped to organize the architectural collaboration with  
the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation, and to the members of the  

Architectural History Committee of Calvary Church, offering tours this afternoon. 
 
 

Please join us for a liturgical presentation of the Requiem by Gabriel Fauré  
on Sunday afternoon, November 3, at 5 p.m., in comemmoration of all the faithful departed. 
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Calvary Episcopal Church

Annual Fall
BAZAAR
Saturday, November 2, 2019

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Attic Treasures, Silent Auctions, Jewelry, 
Plants, Handmade Crafts, Baked Goods, 

Antiques & Collectables, and more...

The Women of Calvary presents

Please join us for our

Gourmet Luncheon
Reservations required. $25 per person. Call 412.661.0120, ext. 111

Proceeds benefit outreach to women’s and children’s groups in the East End
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