
In September, Calvary hosted a wonderful reception to
honor Marsha Morris and her twelve years of service as
our parish secretary. She was particularly graceful and
skilled at making people feel welcome and a part of our
community. Thank you to all who helped that day.

At the end of the reception, I was ready to head home
for a light lunch and a long nap after a meaningful but
full day. As we were locking up the building, a young
couple entered at the office doors. Weezie and I 
welcomed them and asked how we might help. 
They said they had driven by the church many times
but had never stopped. They had always wanted to see it.

On our best and worst days, we try to treat each person
as Christ standing right in front of us. So I gave them a
thirty-minute tour listening and talking about the
building, the architect, our parish history, ministries,
and people. It is always a point of emphasis that the
building is beautiful but the church is the people 
on mission to embody and share the good news of 
Jesus Christ.

They asked about specific architectural features 
(woodwork and windows), what the Episcopal Church
believes, how it is similar to or different from 
denominations they knew, how the congregation served
the community, and related questions. They may have
been looking for a place to be married or a new church
home or both or simply were interested in the building
they had driven past for years.

When they were about to depart, one of the couple
asked a question that caught me completely off guard.
She asked, “Are we allowed to come to church here?” 
I responded, “Yes… but what do you mean are you
allowed to come to church here?” She said, “Can 
someone like me belong to this congregation?” I invited
them to worship and told them briefly what to expect
and how they might be a part of the community.

This situation is representative of countless ones in 
congregations all over the country. Similar situations
have happened at Calvary three times in the past month
(that I know of). The difference is, these two people
made the effort to learn if they could be a part of our
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Allowed. Welcomed. Invited.
congregation. Most will never make the time or put in
the effort.

Unintentionally, we have erected multiple barriers to
people to become a part of our community. In many
cases, we are so accustomed to the barriers we think of
them as normal and never notice them as a newcomer
might. This person knew she could not walk around a
country club without being invited by a member or
becoming one or take a seat at PNC Park or Heinz Hall

without buying a ticket. Church is fundamentally 
different from those but it is a reasonable belief if one
has little church knowledge and their understanding of
“membership” is shaped by those other experiences.
Consider your own experiences visiting a new place
such as another church, a school, a stadium, a club, or a
museum. How do you enter, engage, and become a part
of the community?

We have perceived barriers, real or not, just as every
church does:

• An imposing building (How do I get inside?)

• Unfamiliar and insider terminology (Will the ECW
and EFM members please meet the Rector in the
refectory after the Eucharist?)

• Exotic liturgy and music (What do I do and how do
I do it? Are those actual books?)

• Class, money, race, history, stereotypes, local customs,
loss of religious knowledge and understanding in
the culture, and a host of others. (Is someone like me
allowed and welcome? Can I belong?)

We have tried to address many of these in a variety of
ways including a new webpage, signage, glass doors,
sharing space through partnerships, and continuing to
do the good work serving the neighbors in our city
among others. 

There are two specific ways you can all help those who
seek God here to become a part of our congregation. 

At Calvary, all are allowed and 
welcomed to worship with us. 
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Please recycle this newsletter 
when you have finished reading it.

When I visited Calvary for the first  time last year, I was
looking for a place that could provide spiritual refuge and
occasional words of wisdom from the pulpit. 

By embracing me warmly into the Calvary community,
everyone has reminded me that while refuge or words of
wisdom can be found here on Sunday morning and
throughout the week, the object of our Christian life is
dynamic participation in life of the church – participation in
worship; participation in service; participation in relation-
ships of caring, nurturing, and loving one another.

My heartfelt thanks for the warm embrace I received in
those first few months last summer; my natural response is
a desire to participate in the giving of self that I see so many
others doing for the parish and community. In my short
time here, I have been enriched by participating in min-
istries such as weekly gardening, the young adult ministry,
the young adult acolyte ministry, Off the Floor Pittsburgh,
theological book clubs, the Calvary Bazaar, and Christian
Formation classes.

It is hard for me sometimes not to take Calvary’s many suc-
cessful ministries for granted, or to assume that there will
always be an endless supply of volunteers working in the
background to quietly make each success story.  

The truth is that while rewarding, a lot of hard work goes
into each ministry. Parishioners with diverse personalities
and gifts were motivated to work with one another to make
an offering of themselves by participating in groups big and
small, with each ministry a dynamic enterprise contributing
to the one body. 

These ministries, so vital to Calvary’s resurrection life of
worship and service, are sustained by the many parishioners
who offer up their talent, energy, funds, and precious time.
Many of the ministries we offer require planning long in
advance. To help sustain the services we offer to one 
another and the wider community, please consider making
an annual pledge this fall, and consider lending your 
passions and strengths to one of our ministries. Your 
support will ensure Calvary’s light continues to shine for the
community, just as it did so brightly for me when I first 
visited last year.

Daniel Geroni  nAn expanded version of this issue of Agape, 
with additional content may be viewed 

on the Calvary website at 

www.calvarypgh.org

At Calvary, all are allowed and welcomed to worship with us.
A personal invitation lets people know unequivocally they
are allowed and welcomed.

First, when you see someone at coffee hour you do not
know, introduce yourself and talk to the person. If you are
embarrassed about introducing yourself to someone who
has been in the congregation since Moses was in short pants,
look for the people who are not talking to anyone else.
Usually, the person is holding a coffee cup looking around. 
I love spending time with you all but when I see someone
new, you should expect me to go to the newcomer and 
connect them with a parishioner. Please speak to your
friends and family but always look for the person who made
the effort to be our guest.

Second, invite a friend to church. Everyone knows someone
who is not part of a faith community or who has left one.
Offer to drive them the first time or meet them and take
them to the reception and introduce them to other people
and the clergy. Tell them about our new web page, what to
expect at church, and why you are a part of Calvary. Show
them where to park, how to get in the building, where the
bathrooms are, and how to juggle a prayer book / hymnal /
bulletin combination. Find out if they have any special
needs we can accommodate. Ask them what they care about
and are looking for in a church community. Ask the clergy if
you need help in any of this. We love this stuff.

Let our neighbors know they are allowed, welcomed, and
invited to be a part of Calvary to meet Jesus in this place and
in one another. –Jonathon n

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be
offered on All Saints’ Sunday,
November 4, 2018, at 11 a.m. and on
January 13, 2019 – The First Sunday
after the Epiphany: The Baptism of

our Lord, at 11 a.m. If you or someone you know desires to
partake in this sacrament please contact the Reverend 
Neil K. Raman (nraman@calvarypgh.org or 412.661.0120
ext. 112) as soon as possible, so that the appropriate 
preparation and arrangements can be made. n
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The Church Mouse
Thank you to everyone at
Calvary for your generous gifts,
cards and farewell hugs. Thanks
for 12 years of working in this
special place. All of you have

touched my heart and I developed friendships that will last
a life time. I have retired from the job at the desk, but I’ll still
be around. I love you all. –Marsha Morris n

Sunday, November 18th,  is the date of the fall United Thank
Offering fundraising drive at Calvary, for which blue
envelopes will be provided in your service bulletin.

Please express your gratitude for the gifts you enjoy in your
everyday lives, and for the humanitarian contributions of
UTO by giving generously at that day’s offertory, or at any
convenient time in the future. Checks may be made out to
Calvary and designated on the memo line for UTO.

UTO, for those not acquainted with the organization, is a
ministry to promote thankfulness and mission. Its grants –
both modest and substantial – are awarded for projects that
address human needs and help alleviate poverty, both
domestically and internationally in the Episcopal Church.

This past year the UTO Domestic and Overseas Grant
Awards funded, among many others, environmental, 
gardening, and ecology education projects, and provided aid
to indigenous populations to Episcopal dioceses in the U.S.
and, in many cases, to their partner dioceses abroad. 

Among the recipients were:

• Diocese of Indianapolis – St. Nicholas Natural Playground
and Environmental Education Project, Trinity Outreach
Center, Trinity Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN:
$39,162.00

• Diocese of Makamba, Province of the Anglican Church of
Burundi, Kitchens Gardens: Relief and Life Protection,
Nyanza Lac Commune, Burundi: $34,588.61

• Diocese of Massachusetts with the Companion Anglican
Diocese of Tanga, Province of Tanzania – Environmentally
Sensitive Renovation at Hegongo Secondary School, Tanga,
Tanzania: $33,240.87

• Diocese of Georgia Honey Creek Ecology Center, Retreat
Center, Waverly, GA: $35,580.00

• Diocese of Navajoland – Protecting the Precious Sustainable
Practices for Water and Harvest within the Navajo Nation;
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Mission, Bluff, UT:  $41,500.00

UTO was founded by women in 1889 and has been 
administered by women since then in our own diocese and
dioceses throughout the country. At Calvary, the UTO drive
is administered semi-annually
on behalf of the Pittsburgh
Diocese by WoC (Women of
Calvary) and ECW (Episcopal
Church Women).  n

The Bookstore at Calvary
One of the most popular items at the Bookstore is the 
Cross for Comfort. Made in Bethlehem, in the West Bank, 
it is crafted of smooth olive wood making each cross unique
in appearance. It measures 3.5"L x 2"W. Consider 
purchasing for a friend or family member in need of 
comfort or as a gift for you. 

Love to read, but are on a budget? The Bookstore has a large
selection of gently used books starting as low as $1.00!
There is also an assortment of sales merchandise including
bookmarkers, gift items, notepads, and wooden crosses.

The Bookstore will be open during the Bazaar on Saturday
October 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Stop by to browse a 
variety of books available for only $1 in addition to the wide
selection of books, cards, clothing,  gift items, and jewelry.

The Bookstore is an all-volunteer project of outreach to the
parish and the community. The Bookstore is open Sunday
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  During the week, the Bookstore is
open Tuesday through Thursday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cash,
check, Discover®, MasterCard®, and Visa® are accepted. n

Help us keep the church in full bloom by donating flowers
in memory of, or in honor of, someone special. If you would
like to place a memorial listing, please contact Kim Pieratt in
the church office at 412.661.0120, ext. 111. n

Spiritual Reflection
Calvary’s Spiritual Reflection meetings continue to be a 
regular and familiar forum for small group peer ministry. 
We will use Rainer Maria Rilke, who was an Austro-German
Catholic who lived from 1875 to 1926, as our guide.
Meetings are held 7–8 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday
evening of each month. We will continue to meet on
October 16, November 6, 20, December 4, 18. Email Matt
Muldoon (mattmuldoon@msn.com) or Sondra Krimmel
(sskrimmel@gmail.com) for information or to be added to
the email list. Please feel welcome to join at any time. n
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Rededication of War Memorial Cross
on Sunday, November 11, 2018

November 11 is the one-hundred year anniversary 
of the armistice of the Great War. 

On Sunday, November 17, 1918, Calvary hosted “A Service
of Thanksgiving for the Victory of the Allied Arms.” It was a
celebration filled with music. Thanks to Bob Dilts, we have
the bulletin from the worship service (see the next column).

On Sunday, November 11, we will use some of the music
from 100 years ago during our 11 o’clock service, and after
the service, we will rededicate the beautiful stone cross
located on the front lawn in front of the parish hall. 

The cross is a memorial to those who served in the First
World War. It was first dedicated on June 1, 1924 by the
Rector of the time, Edwin van Etten. It bears the words, 
“To the Glory of God and in Honor of all those from
Calvary Parish who served in the Great War 1914–1918.”
Plaques on the four sides of the base of the cross list the
names of the 226 people from Calvary Church who served. 

We will have a proclamation from the Pittsburgh City
Council read and the colors (flags) presented as part of the
brief service. 

Please join us outside at the War Memorial Cross on 
Sunday, November 11, about 12:30 p.m., for a brief service
of rededication. n

Second Sundays, at 5 p.m.

November 11, December 9, and January 13
An intimate celebration of the Holy Eucharist, with music
ranging from Gregorian Chant to the present day, led by 
the Calvary Schola. Light and shadow, Word and gesture,
sound and scent combine to draw us to the threshold of 
the Holy. n

Thursday, November 22, 2018 
at 9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion, Rite II 
with congregational hymns and choral music. 

Everyone is welcome.
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Retirement and Renewal. With
the departure of our beloved
Marsha Morris, Kim Pieratt
assumes control of front office
with grace and charm.

Upstairs / Downstairs. Familiar
Sunday morning face and 
long-time favorite Beginnings
teacher, Ms. Packer, enticed to

launder fair linens and other church fabrics in addition to
her other duties.

Redd Up and Warshed Aht on Sadurdy. Event work crew
details parlor, refectory, kitchen, bookstore, robing room,
parish hall, and Beginnings. Gardeners labor too. (But
they’re regulars, God bless ’em.)

Animals, Architecture, and Antique instruments. Sunday
tributes to St. Francis, Calvary’s edifice, and new 
harpsichord accounted a resounding success. (Morning 
sermon not bad, either.)

“The POD is here!” Bazaar aficionados know what that
means. (Now bring your stuff.)

There’s a (lip) balm in Gilead. Reliable sources report
respected entrepreneurial Rector to reveal exquisite private
label emolument in time for said Bazaar.

Old made new. Nasty fluorescent ceiling lamp in main 
stairway replaced by rebuilt relic of Calvary’s past – 
old-timey LED bulbs substituted for Edison originals.

Door dilemma solved! Soup Group can conveniently cool
concoctions and themselves. – Swollen, stuck wooden
kitchen entry repaired and rehung for convenience and 
safety of all. n

Get Involved with the 
Soup Group
• The Soup Group will meet again on
November 9 at 10 a.m. in Calvary’s
kitchen. Come cook with us! 

• Deliver soup to a fellow parishioner, friend, neighbor or
relative. Our soup is made to be shared and not restricted to
members of Calvary.

• Share your favorite soup recipes.

• Donate money that can be used for ingredients or 
containers. Checks should be made out to Calvary Episcopal
Church with “Soup Group” on the memo line.

Any questions? Please contact me.
–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 n

Tax-Free IRA Withdrawals for
Charitable Gifts
The Protecting Americans from 
Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (PATH),
signed into law by President Obama
on December 18, 2015, makes permanent the tax code 
provision allowing IRA owners who are at least 70½ years of
age to make tax-free charitable gifts directly from their IRAs
(“qualified charitable distributions”). Assets in non-Roth
IRAs are subject to income tax upon withdrawal and both
income and estate taxes if passing to an heir other than the
donor’s spouse. Roth IRA assets are subject to estate taxes.
Tax-free transfers of IRA assets to charities are an excellent
way to benefit the charities that you support while avoiding
these taxes.

This is one way that you can pay all or part of your annual
pledge to Calvary. Some important points to consider:

• Up to $100,000 per taxpayer may be withdrawn each
year. ($200,000 for a married couple if each spouse owns
at least one IRA and can make a qualified charitable 
distribution of $100,000 from his or her plans). There is
no requirement that the entire $100,000 be used, and
gifts may be split among several charities.

• The donor must have attained age 70½ by the date of
distribution to charity.

• The check must be payable directly to the charity, not to
the plan participant, even if the plan participant then
endorses the check to charity. The donor should instruct
the IRA administrator to send the check directly to the
charity, and inform the charity that the check will be
coming. If the donor can write checks directly from the
IRA, then such a check would qualify.

• This benefit applies only to traditional and Roth IRAs,
not to other forms of retirement plans.  (Depending
upon the terms of your 401(k) or similar plan, it may be
possible to roll over funds into an IRA to take advantage
of the law.)

• Charitable distributions may be applied in satisfaction
of an IRA owner’s minimum required distribution for
the year, thus enabling the donor to take all or part of the
minimum required distribution tax-free.

• Qualified charitable distributions operate independently
of the rule limiting deductibility of cash charitable gifts
to 50% of adjusted gross income, and don’t affect other
gifts to which this rule applies.

Note: This information is provided for informational 
purposes only and is not, nor is it intended to be, legal
advice. As always, consult your own tax or financial adviser
before making personal financial decisions. Additional
requirements may apply for other types of gifts or for gifts
to other charities; please consult your financial adviser. n

Please remember Calvary Church
in your will.
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Shelter Dinner Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are very much needed to 
prepare and serve dinner at the East End
Cooperative Ministry shelter for the
months of November and December.

For many years, Calvary parishioners
have served dinners at the shelter East Liberty on the second
Saturday of the month. November 10 and December 8 are
the last two dinners for 2018. About four volunteers are
needed each evening.

Anyone interested in this worthwhile endeavor is 
encouraged to sign up, and those new to the dinners will be
paired with others who are experienced with the program.
Helping with the shelter dinners is a great way to serve those
less fortunate who live in our East End neighborhood. It is
also a great way to meet others from Calvary and form new
friendships within the parish.

If you can help, email Tom and Mary Ann Slater at 
slatersaur904@gmail.com. After five years of organizing the
program, Tom and Mary Ann will be stepping down in
December. Anyone interested in coordinating this mission,
please contact them. n

A series of facts about the Church and 
Calvary in particular.

v Acclamation – A brief liturgical dialogue between the
celebrant and people; similar to a versicle and response, it is
typically used at the opening of the Holy Eucharist.

v Evensong – The sung form of the service of Evening
Prayer, part of the Daily Office. Crafted by Thomas Cranmer
for the first BCP of 1549, it assimilates elements of the 
earlier Latin liturgies of Vespers and Compline. Evensong
typically includes responsorial prayers (versicles and
responses), psalm(s), two biblical readings (each followed by
a canticle, the Magnificat or Nunc Dimittis), the Apostles’
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and prayers and a hymn or anthem. 
It is typically sung daily in English cathedral churches; 
at Calvary it is sung on the first Sunday each month. n

On Sunday, November 4, Calvary will
observe both All Saints’ Day, honoring the
“heroes and heroines” of the faith 
through history, and All Souls’ Day, 
the commemoration of all the faithful
departed, known and unknown. All Saints’
Sunday is an occasion of joyful celebration,
with hymns and other music to match in
the 9 and 11 a.m. services, and we will 
baptize new Christians into the 

communion of those saints at 11. That afternoon, when we
shift to All Souls’ Day, the mood changes somewhat: the lives
we commemorate are those nearer and dearer to us 
personally than the saints of the wider Church, and we hold
them before God in a less triumphant sort of prayer, 
structured around the liturgy of the Requiem Mass. 

The annual All Souls’ Requiem has become a much-loved
part of our liturgical round here at Calvary, and is a 
powerful opportunity to engage with the deep spiritual
issues of mortality and eternity. This year, the service
includes the sublime Requiem Mass by Maurice Duruflé, 
a masterpiece of the mid-twentieth century, in which the
ancient melodies of Gregorian chant are suffused with 
harmonies of a later time, and brought somehow into tune
with both personal loss and the immediate aftermath of the
Second World War. This service includes the reading of a
Necrology, the names of those who have died in the past year;
to include names of such beloved departed, please contact
Kim Pieratt in the Parish Office as soon as possible, and in
any case before October 30.

In preparation for hearing the Duruflé Requiem, you’re
encouraged to come to the Adult Forum on Sunday, 
October 21, at 10 a.m., when I’ll have the privilege of talking
about it. 

The following Sunday, November 11, the world will mark the
centennial of the armistice that ended World War I – the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
That day’s 11 a.m. service will include music based on a
poem by one of the soldiers in that war, Charles Hamilton
Sorely, as well as a piece based upon a portion of “For the
Fallen,” one of the best-known poetic monuments to that
war, by Lawrence Binyon:

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years contemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them. n

MUSICAL NOTES by Alan Lewis

Episcopal Church Fast Facts
• The Anglican Communion is made up of 40 independent 

churches, of which the US Episcopal Church is one. 
• The Anglican Communion represents over 85 million 

people in over 165 countries. 
• More than half of the members of the Anglican 

Communion live in Africa. n

www.facebook.com/CalvaryEpiscopalChurch
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“What is stewardship?” I asked the distinguished looking
gentleman sitting next to me.  I was a young man attending
my first annual meeting as a new parishioner. I had just read
the agenda, and “Stewardship” occupied a prominent place
about halfway down the page.  

He smiled and said, with a slight tinge of irony, “It means
‘fundraising.’ This is the business part.” Then he leaned over
and whispered conspiratorially, “Hold onto your wallet!”

It was years before I could think of the word in any other
way. And that is sad, because stewardship actually is a 
doorway into the totality of a joyous Christian life. 
It describes the essence of who we are, as human beings, 
in God’s sight: our call, our walk, our destiny are all summed
up in this word. 

At the very beginning of the Bible the human race is charged
with the stewardship of creation – with dominion, with wise
oversight to see that the entire living world should flourish.
We are commanded to do this, not as owners, but as tenants,
a point driven home in the law of Moses. The portion of
Leviticus dealing with property rights is introduced by this
charge: “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land
is mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with me.” (Lev.
25:23). The Psalms amplify the theme: All the beasts of the
forest are mine, the herds in their thousands upon the hills
(50:10). Saint Paul declares this fulness of God’s sovereignty
is anchored in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, the presence
of the Trinity in every level of being: He is before all things
and in Him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:17)

So, God holds in his hands all that is.  Everything that is put
into our hands is a gift and blessing from God.  As we receive
these gifts we, who bear God’s image, are commanded to
mirror God’s character in what we do with these gifts: they
are to be enjoyed, to be used for the good of others, to be
power for our nurturing and strengthening the whole 
created order as gift and blessing for the generations to
come.  Seen in this light, nearly everything we engage in is
an act of stewardship: friendship and marriage as the 

stewardship of our affections; child-rearing as the 
stewardship of the future; respectful care of the elderly as the
stewardship of the past; the pursuit of mercy and justice as
the stewardship of virtue.

When I am in my right mind, this is the worldview I have in
the moment I give, whether to a homeless person on the
street, or to a parish during a Sunday offering. Bishops are
blessed with many opportunities to give! I wish I could say 
I always did so gladly. I have the same range of fear, worry,
and just plain stinginess that afflict us all, and sometimes
those hold me back from giving what I should.  But I have
always found that giving has given me great joy, has brought
me friendships I would never otherwise have known, and
has given me a family across the world through the Body of
Christ.  Simply put, I have found the more I give, the better
my life.  I can’t explain it, except to say that when we do what
we know we were made to do, we are happier.  As the Lord
opens His hand to fill all things living with plenteousness
(Psalm 145:16), may we always open our hands in giving,
and so fulfill our calling, rejoicing as we do so. 

(The Right Reverend) Dorsey W. M. McConnell, D.D. n

Convention Eucharist: 
Sing, Serve, or Just Join Us
It’s not just for Convention Deputies! Everyone is welcome
to share in the celebration of the Eucharist that takes places
during the annual convention. This year’s service will be
held at St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon, on Saturday, November 10,
at 10:45 a.m. Bishop McConnell will preside and preach.

Singers who are interested in lending their voices to a jazz
ensemble should contact Dr. Doug Starr at St. Paul’s,
dstarr@stpaulsphg.org. Acolytes, youth and adults who wish
to join the corps of servers, should contact Rich Creehan at
media@episcopalpgh.org. n

Pittsburgh Beer & Hymns
Thursday, October 25, 7–9 p.m. at 

Vincent’s of Greentree, 333 Mansfield Ave., 15220. 
Hosted by Saint John Lutheran Church, Carnegie. 

All Ages Welcome! 
www.saintjohncarnegie.com n



Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries looks to
raise up new leadership
Convocation examines ‘Asian’ identity
by Lynette Wilson

[Oct 5 – Honolulu] When the Rev. Bao Moua, the first
Hmong woman ordained in the Episcopal Church, presided
over the closing Eucharist at the triennial Episcopal
Asiamerica Ministries National Consultation, it was a big
deal. “One of my motivations is to encourage young women
to go into ministry,” Moua said following the service in an
interview with Episcopal News Service.

In the Asian-cultural context, which she explained is still
deeply rooted in patriarchy, women often struggle to hear
the call, let alone follow it. By example, said Moua, who
serves as a priest associate at Holy Apostles Church in St.
Paul, Minnesota, she intends to show young women that
they, too, can serve in both ordained and lay leadership roles
in the church: “to find the balance in our culture and 
ourselves to stand alongside men.”

Throughout the EAM consultation, women occupied larger
leadership roles, both serving behind the altar and moderating
the three panel discussions and leading workshops.

It’s not easy to find Asian women priests, said the Rev. Yein
Esther Kim, parish associate at St. Athanasius Episcopal
Church in Los Angeles, who despite coming from a family of
priests – her father is the Most Rev. Paul Geun-Sang Kim,
Anglican bishop of the Diocese of Seoul, and former 
archbishop of the Province of Korea – didn’t always see 
herself as a priest. She was inspired in 2001 when South
Korea began ordaining women and by the examples of the
Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris, an African-American priest who
was elected the first woman bishop in the Anglican
Communion, and the Rt. Rev. Diane Jardine Bruce, bishop
suffragan in the Diocese of Los Angeles. n

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh mailing address:
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-721-0853  |  info@episcopalpgh.org

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, Bishop

412-721-0853 ext. 252  |  dmcconnell@episcopalpgh.org 

Judi Rogers, Executive Assistant

412-721-0853 ext. 251  |  jrogers@episcopalpgh.org n

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
October 14: St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Scottdale,
and St. Francis-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church, Somerset,
and the Reverend Lennel Anderson.

October 21: Church of the Atonement, Carnegie, and the
Reverend Ben Wright; and Episcopal Church Women, Betsy
Hetzler, president

October 28: Christ Episcopal Church, Indiana, and the
Reverend William Geiger.

November 4: All Saints Episcopal Church, Brighton
Heights, and the Reverend Wade Lawrence.

November 11: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, McKeesport,
and the Reverend Brandon Mozingo.

November 18: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Blairsville, 
the Reverend Arthur Dilg, and the Reverend Joseph Baird. n

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, October 14, 2018]

Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org
Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. n

Stay in Touch with the Diocese

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
October 14 St. Francis, Somerset
October 21 Atonement, Carnegie
October 28 Christ Church, Indiana
November 4 All Saints, Brighton Heights
November 11 St. Stephen’s, McKeesport
November 18 St. Peter’s, Blairsville n

The Rev. Bao Moua, the first Hmong woman ordained in the
Episcopal Church, center, presided over the Oct. 1 closing
Eucharist of the triennial Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries National
Consultation. She was assisted by the Rev. Polly Shigaki, a deacon
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Seattle, on the right. 

Photo: Lynette Wilson/Episcopal News Service



BALM XVI
The sixteenth Rector of Calvary has created a line of lip
balm that will be available at the Calvary Bazaar. Balm XVI
is made from natural beeswax, organic shea butter, organic
coconut oil, and essential oil. They will be available in

peppermint,         lime,       grapefruit, and       orange. n
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We are already into our second month at Beginnings.
Instead of hearing “Mommy, where are you?” we hear 
laughter. Our students are building confidence in 
themselves and trust in those around them. We are off to a
great start learning what it means to be on a team, that 
we are all alike and different, and how to be a friend. 
The curriculum and activities are carefully planned to focus
on each child as an individual (the whole, unique child)
while working together to reach common goals. 

We are also busy creating a sense of community between
Beginnings and Calvary. Many of our families are new to
Pittsburgh and we want them to feel welcome. “Bring Your
Parent to School Night” and a Halloween “Dress Up Parade”
are two upcoming events for Beginnings in October. We will
also be participating in the Women of Calvary Bazaar on
October 27 by hosting a Children’s Table, selling toys, games,
books, and home décor. I encourage you to come visit us and
help welcome these new faces with conversation and a smile.

It is also very exciting to announce that we are already
enrolling students for the 2019–2020 school year. That is no
surprise, because Beginnings provides a wonderfully warm,
nurturing, and safe environment for diverse children to
learn and to grow. –Tammy Lewis, Interim Director n

Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, 
honoring a particular event or person or asking your 
group or organization. Please sign up on the display in the
Parish Hall or contact Judy Wootten at 724.733.1660 or by
email – wootten@windstream.net – to schedule a Sunday.
Thank you! n

Calvary Bazaar 2018
Still looking for ways to help out the
upcoming Calvary Bazaar, set for Saturday,
October 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.?

Check out the website tinyurl.com/calvaryvolunteers. You’ll
find a spreadsheet with an array of tabs at the bottom for all
the activities/tables for the bazaar – i.e. Attic Treasures,
Baked Goods, Boutique. Click on the tab you like and add
your name and contact info to the sheet. There is even a tab
for instructions, or you can contact Sue Jones for help.
susan.hellegers.jones@gmail.com.

Some other ways to help are:

The jewelry table needs donations of gently used jewelry
that can be dropped off at the church’s reception desk.
Volunteers are needed every Sunday through October 21,
from 2–5 p.m. to clean and polish donated jewelry; on
Friday, October 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for set-up and
throughout the day on bazaar day. Contact Elizabeth Exler
at 412.874.2558, Elizabethexl@msn.com. For Sunday silver
cleaning, volunteers can come to Liz’s home, 39 S Emily
Street, Crafton 15205.

Nature Gifts is looking for one more volunteer for an 
afternoon shift. Contact Diane Styles to help at
dianestyles137@gmail.com or 412.343.2067. You can also
drop off donations, such as clippings of your favorite fall
flowers, at the church on Friday, October 26.

Donations to the baked goods and Gourmet Foods tables
can also be dropped off at the church on Friday, October 26.
Baked goods is looking for pies, breads and cakes, as well as
a wide assortment of cookies. Contact Catherine Davidson
at cmd402@gmail.com or 412.874.7345. Gourmet foods
could use fruit preserves and jellies, dessert sauces and 
chutneys, appetizers, and homemade soups. Contact Leigh
Gallagher at 412.400.2032 with any questions.

The Silent Auction is still looking for donations such as 
concert or sports tickets, gift baskets or art work. If you have
something to donate or can help the day of the bazaar, 
contact Sandy Ekstrom at sandyeks@verizon.net or
412.721.9764. 

Attic Treasures is accepting donations – household items,
holiday decorations, ceramics, lamps, table coverings and
napkins, small gardens, clocks and framed art. (Please no
TVs). Donations can be brought to church now and be
stored in the POD, which opened earlier this month. 
All donations should be boxed and clearly labeled for Attic
Treasures. For larger items, take a photo of it to post on a
“For Sale Board.” Also provide your name, phone number
and item asking price. If you sell it, send a check to Women
of Calvary Bazaar. Some larger items such as a dining table
or comfy chair could be stored in the POD and sold there
bazaar day. Contact Lyn Orr, lynreedorr@gmail.com
412.782.2957 or maryjanebent@gmail.com 412.361.8280. n
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Formation classes for all ages meet at 10 a.m. 

–Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
sroth@calvarypgh.org, 412.661.0120 ext. 116 n

October 14 – Understanding Liturgical Time
Join the Rev. Neil Raman to explore the concept of 
“liturgical time.” We will turn to the history and use of the
Daily Office and to ways in which we can sanctify our time
each day.

October 21 – Duruflé Requiem

The Requiem by Maurice Duruflé is a musical fusion of 
disparate styles: centuries-old plainsong is transfigured
through the language of impressionism. Alan Lewis 
discusses textual and musical elements of the piece, which
will be sung at the annual Requiem liturgy at Calvary on
Sunday, November 4 at 5 p.m.

October 28 – FLM Mission Work in Haiti
Founded in 1983, the Functional Literacy Ministry (FLM) of
Haiti is a Christian non-profit organization that centers its
belief that the path to permanent change is to help Haitians
to help themselves. By providing educational, medical, and
life advancing services, FLM helps Haitians to acquire skills
and resources that will allow them to improve their living
conditions and their communities. Their focus is in the
Thomassin area of Haiti, located in the mountain region,
south of Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti.

Executive Director Leon D. Pamphile, Ph. D., will talk about
FLM’s history and mission. Parishioner Theresa Chalich, a
registered nurse, traveled to Haiti this past January with
FLM’s Medical Team. She will offer her experiences of 
working in the clinics at three different site locations in
Haiti. And she will share pictures of this trip, which for her
was both rewarding and, more importantly, humbling.

November 4 – Everything Happens for a Reason
A reflection on meaning, faith, suffering, and dying – 
guided by Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for 
a Reason, and Other Lies I’ve Loved – led by the Rev. 
Leslie Reimer. n

Please join us in the Refectory unless noted.

The 2018 Fall Bazaar
Saturday, October 27 • 10 am – 3 pm

All are welcome to join us in McClintic Hall (choir room)
on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. for this class, led by 
the Rector. n

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, Calvary,
or CYAM, welcome! For more information or to be added to
our email list, please contact The Rev. Neil Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 112).

Wednesday, October 17, 7 p.m.
Book Discussion on Life in Christ: Practicing Christian
Spirituality at Calvary

Sunday, October 21, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Mad Mex (220 S Highland Ave, 15206)

Wednesday, October 24, 7 p.m.
Book Discussion continues.

Wednesday, October 31, 7 p.m.
Book Discussion continues.

Tuesday, November 6, 5:45 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Church Brew Works 
(3525 Liberty Avenue, 15201)

Wednesday, November 7, 7 p.m.
Book Discussion continues.

Sunday, November 18, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Panera Bakery Square (15206) n

The Sheldon Calvary Camp service, an informal celebration
of the Holy Eucharist, will resume meeting on Sunday, 
October 28, 2018 at 3 p.m., in the Refectory. Other fall /
winter dates are November 25, and December 30. The Rev.
Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and we use music from the
Camp songbook. Mark your calendars and join us when 
you can! n



movement in your soul. The well-worn cow paths of your
ordinary nervous or even anxious response to the absence of
stimuli will begin to be grown over with the undergrowth of
quietude. You may even be lucky enough to discover a 
softening of those edges of perception that push you
towards conclusions and judgements which can no longer
actually protect you from the changes God has begun to
affect in you. This is not only not easy work it is the hardest
work you may ever do. You may need to remind yourself of
that when your interior accuser whispers to you that you are
wasting time or spending your carbon footprint on 
something entirely frivolous. This is very important work. 

In our busy, noisy, violent world there is much we can do to
wage peace and healing. Many of us like to imagine that we
can be like St. Francis and function as instruments of peace.
In order to be that instrument and make no mistake it is all
about being and not doing, you have to tap that mysterious
well spring of your “self” as St. Augustine first saw the self. 
It has to be that of God moving in you that connects you 
to another in that peace that the world cannot give nor 
take away.  n
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Standard Solitude
by Geoffrey Royce.

Spending time alone has become to many in our culture a
source of dread if not a meaningless curiosity. Most people
carry their cell phones in their hands as they run or walk or
sit on the bus. Some public transit companies suggest not
doing this. As a general rule most of us don’t like the idea 
of being separated from our cell phones. This is under-
standable. There are no public pay phones anymore. You see
some still installed but not connected. They are like 
museum pieces. Reminding us of an era when being 
connected to everything all of the time didn’t matter so
much. I also like to think that many of us left that connection
to everything to God who knew our going out and our coming
in at all times. I still count on this and I still remember the
sense of safety and calm this thought provided me.

Even in the daily bath of information and data provided by
our devices there is little that can provide the security and
peace of a practice of standard solitude. Whether you are living
with your family or spouse or alone there are the same
obstacles and opportunities for this practice. In a way using
an IPod for music or literature can be like leaving one’s 
hearing aid in one’s pocket. It does carve out a space where
you are cut off or in some way disconnected from what is
going on around you. It even provides a beginning awareness
of one’s interiority. But even this is not actual solitude. 

People who have worked together for a long time, like two
carpenters, often are able to work together in a common
space without saying anything to each other. They both
know what there is to get done. A couple may spend many
hours together occupied in their reading or during a meal
without speaking. 

All these examples begin to approximate a kind of solitude
that is standard to many lives and can be engaged in ways
that provide different helps to the soul. For those of us that
have pets there is a special kind of solitude in that bond. 
The rare and profound experience of eremitic (in seclusion)
solitude is not as easy to find or sustain in a worldly life but
there are some experiences that are close. Going for a long
walk or a hike is probably the most readily accessible 
expression of standard solitude available to almost anyone.
For those of us that love libraries it is possible sometimes to
find a study carrel or a secluded easy chair where one can
sustain both quietude and solitude. Some museums could
also offer more fleeting but rich experiences of solitude. 

If you own a car you own a monastic cell. Perhaps on a 
regular basis, maybe not even every week you can find the
time to drive to some peaceful location and sit alone in your
car. Maybe until you get used to being completely alone with
your thoughts and feelings you can play some quiet music or
white noise like the sounds of the ocean waves. A set of ear
phones or ear plugs to block sound will eventually help lead
you deeper into the solitude where you may sense God’s

Weekly Offering Cards
Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards
in a basket in the Narthex or by the North Transept door
each week, take one, and place it in the offering plate. n

The East Liberty Valley Historical Society

Autumn 2018
Marilyn Evert Lecture Series

November 2
“East Liberty in Smoketown”
Mark Whitaker, Former CNN and Newsweek Editor

and NBC Washington Bureau Chief
The other great Renaissance of black culture, influence,
and glamour burst forth joyfully in what may seem an

unlikely place – Pittsburgh, PA – from the 1920s 
through the 1950s.

Lecture Begins At 7:30 pm
Free and Open to the Public

East Liberty Presbyterian Church
116 South Highland Avenue, Chapel

Follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/EastLibertyValley/
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The Reverend Jonathon W. Jensen, Rector
The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer, Senior Associate Rector

The Reverend Neil K. Raman, Associate Rector
The Reverend Ruth Bosch Becker, Assisting Pastor

The Reverend Charles Esposito, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Carol Henley, Assisting Priest

The Reverend Dr. Moni McIntyre, Assisting Priest
Dr. Alan Lewis, Director of Music
Jon Tyillian, Assistant Organist
Jamie McMahon, Senior Warden

Sue DeWalt, Junior Warden
Robert Eley, Treasurer

Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
Lynda Kennedy, Director of Finance

Tammy Lewis, Interim Director, Beginnings
Louise Wells, Events Coordinator

Kenneth Smith, Director of Communications
Jim Gubash, Head Sexton

Andy Dilts, Ron Johnston, James Knight, 
Tim Martin, Mary Ann Packer, Sextons
Kim Pieratt, Parish Administrator

Sherry Bloom, Manager, The Bookstore at Calvary
Robert Dilts, Rebecca Randall, Archivists

The Reverend Dr. Harold T. Lewis, Rector Emeritus

315 Shady Avenue  n Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206

email: calvary@calvarypgh.org  n www.calvarypgh.org

telephone: 412.661.0120

www.facebook.com/CalvaryEpiscopalChurch

Agape Deadline
The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, November 2, 2018. Please e-mail your
text to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office.. 

Agape, the newsletter of Calvary Episcopal Church,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is published monthly (except
July), and is mailed to active members and friends of the
Parish. You may opt out of receiving a printed copy and 
read each issue online at www.calvarypgh.org. Contact the
Parish office at 412.661.0120 for details. n

Calvary Movie Night:
Thursday, November 8

“Les Choristes” (“The Chorus”). On the surface, this film is
another inspiring-teacher story like “Dead Poets Society”
and “To Sir with Love.” Set in southeast France in 1949, 
the film presents a conflict between cruel headmaster,
Monsieur Rachin, and loving music teacher Clement
Matthieu. At a reform school named “Rock Bottom,” 
the out-of-control boys are caught in the middle. They have
barely enough food, water, clothing, and medicine. 
More than that, deeper than that: they hunger for God’s love
and God’s hunger for them. 

•  Oscar Winner 2004: Best Foreign Film
•  Austin Film Festival Winner: 

Audience Award, Best Narrative Feature

•  César Awards, France, Winner: 

Best Music Written for a Film; Best Sound

•  Lumiere Awards, France, Winner: Best Film 

•  National Board of Review Winner: Top Foreign Films

Come for a salad supper (prepare for 2) in the Refectory (at
6 p.m.) Film starts promptly at 7 p.m. followed by a 
brief discussion led by Clint Van Dusen, in the Parish Hall.
Please contact Clint by email apax4cmvd@msn.com or call
412.427.8933. n

Staying in Touch
If you wish to sign-up to receive our weekly e-mail blast,
please visit the Calvary website at www.calvarypgh.org
and click on “Sign up.” Be sure to keep us informed if you
have a home address, phone or email change. Please contact
Kim Pieratt at 412.661.0120, ext. 111 or send an email to
kpieratt@calvarypgh.org. n
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SHELDON CALVARY CAMP
HOLY EUCHARIST at 

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Join us at 3 p.m. in the Refectory
All are welcome!

Campers, families, staff, alumni, and friends
Please join us and spread the good news

Plan ahead for these dates in 2018
September 23 • October 28

November 25 • December 30
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Calvary Movie Night: Thursday, November 8

Come for a salad supper (prepare for 2) in the Refectory (at 6 p.m.)
Film starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

followed by a brief discussion led by Clint Van Dusen, in the Parish Hall

Please contact Clint by email apax4cmvd@msn.com or call 412.427.8933

LES CHORISTES
Directed by Christophe Barratier

•  Austin Film Festival Winner: Audience Award, Best Narrative Feature

•  Bangkok International Film Festival Winner: Best Director - Christophe Barratier

•  César Awards, France, Winner: Best Music Written for a Film; Best Sound

•  Lumiere Awards, France, Winner: Best Film 

•  National Board of Review Winner: Top Foreign Films

•  Étoiles d'Or, France Winner: Best Composer (Compositeur de musique originale)
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 5801 Hampton Street 
Highland Park, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206 

412 661-1245  www.standrewspgh.org 



 
 

Please join us for the first panel discussion in our 2018-2019 Great 

Issues series.  The dialogue will take place from 7-8:30pm in the 

Redeemer parish hall, Thursday, October 11. We are excited to 

welcome three panelists for this important discussion.   

Assistant Chief Lavonnie Bickerstaff leads the 

Investigations Bureau at the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police 

Headquarters, has worked in various capacities for the 

Bureau for over 28 years, and is interested in 

encouraging more diversity in the bureau.  

Edward P. Mulvey is a Professor of Psychiatry and 

Director of the Law and Psychiatry program at the 

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. He also 

works with practitioners and policy makers on the 

provision of services to individuals at risk for involvement 

in violence.   

Rob Conroy, a lawyer and former prosecutor, is the 

Director of Organizing for CeaseFire PA. CeaseFire is a 

statewide coalition of mayors, police chiefs, faith leaders, 

community organizations and individual Pennsylvanians 

working together to take a stand against gun violence.  

 

No charge for admission, freewill donations graciously accepted. 

GREAT ISSUES 
FORUM AT 
REDEEMER 

 

7-8:30pm 
October 11, 2018: 

Gun Violence, 
Mental Health & 

The Law  
 

 

We seek to promote 

understanding and 

encourage action 

around justice 

issues. 

   

CHURCH OF THE 
REDEEMER,  

SQUIRREL HILL 
5700 Forbes Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412.422.7100 

redeemerpittsburgh.org 
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Blessing of the Animals – Sunday, October 7, 2018


