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On Saturday, October 27, more than 100 volunteers 
prepared to serve at the Calvary Bazaar with many more
waiting to enter the church. The Bazaar is a tradition, more
than fifty years old, to gather as a congregation to serve and
raise funds for the community, particularly the East End of
Pittsburgh. The Bazaar is a tangible expression of putting
our faith in action.

On that same morning, a Jewish congregation gathered to
worship. A man, filled with hate, made the choice to enter
Tree of Life Synagogue to hurt and kill as many people as
possible. Reports indicate the violence was not random but
targeted and fueled by anti-Semitism. Eleven people were
shot and killed with several more injured. We mourn with
our Jewish neighbors and for our city and its citizens.

As reports of the shooting came through social and other
media, the aura of excitement and happiness at the Bazaar
suddenly turned to a somber pall of shock, uncertainty,
anxiety, disbelief, and anger. We have heard this same story
too many times but never this close to home. I listened to
many people whose guard suddenly dropped and poured
out a range of emotions. The church was opened for
prayer, careful to make sure the building was secure as 
possible. We continued to serve those neighbors who came
to the Bazaar. The annual event to build community and
raise funds to put our faith in action to serve our neighbors
in the East End suddenly took on a deeper meaning. 

All throughout the day I received calls, emails, and text
messages asking if we were okay. Facebook was filled with
messages of residents in Pittsburgh who marked their 
status as “safe,” referring to the “Shooting at Tree of Life
Congregation Synagogue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.” 
This is a very helpful tool to communicate quickly and 
efficiently with loved ones around the world. It is 
invaluable when multiple personal communications are
difficult or impossible.

While I appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who 
communicated their status for their loved ones, we need
another button. Facebook needs a status marker that
declares, “I am safe but don’t feel safe.” “I am safe but feel
profoundly sad.” That seems much more accurate. 
It seems more true after listening to many people who were

N O V E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 1 8

–continued on page 2

one mile away and on the same street as those who felt safe
when they went to worship at Tree of Life.

Let me be clear and call this act what it is from our faith
tradition. This was evil perpetrated by an individual as a
willful act of murder and attempted murder. This was a
choice and not an accident. Further, the demonization of
one group of people, to make them “other” and less than
human for simply being who they are, is evil.

One never knows the full intention behind an act like this.
Part of it is old fashioned anti-Semitism. Part of it is 
clearly to make people afraid, to feel unsafe. Multiple
shootings have happened so many times we start to think
this is normal and simply the way things are... that we are
powerless to change it. Places that are known for 
something good become attached to a horrific act of evil
perpetrated on part of the community and remain seared
in our memories. Columbine. Sandy Hook. Virginia Tech.
Orlando. Las Vegas. Pittsburgh. We are being acclimated to
feel unsafe, to be afraid, all the time.

How do followers of Jesus respond? Armed teachers in
schools or armed priests in pulpits is not the answer. 
The beginning of the cure for the pervasive sickness we
face, the way to meet fear, is faith. And God declares to us
today, fear not. Do not be afraid. 

Let me suggest that we have three related ways to respond
in faith. First, there is a time to mourn. It is okay to feel
sad. There is great sorrow in our city. Tonight is a service
at 5 p.m. at the Soldiers and Sailors memorial in Oakland.
It will be a gatherings of Jews, Christians, and religious and
civic leaders from across our city. We mourn together as a
community.
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Second, it is a time to pray. Prayer is an inherently good and
transformational encounter. It connects us to God at the 
deepest level. It connects us to the people for whom we pray,
the living and the dead. Prayer gives clarity and focus to our
work in the world, putting our faith in action. Always be 
specific and intentional in your prayers. At the Requiem Mass
at Calvary on November 4, we remembered, by name, all the
loved ones from our community and those from Tree of Life.
These are our neighbors. They are our sisters and brothers.
They are us.

Third, it is a time to put our faith in action. When good people
do not speak up or act, evil becomes tolerated. Fear becomes
accepted as normative or even expected. But it is not inevitable.
Always be prayerful in your actions so they are grounded in
good rather than in anger or hate so our actions do not feed
further into fear.  

Do not accept the degradation of a group of people for simply
being who they are… Women or men of whatever color or
nationality or orientation or whatever. Even with those whom
you disagree, respond in love. God knows the world needs it. 

With the frequency of mass shootings, it has become cliché to
say our thoughts and prayers go out to the victims and their
families. Thoughts and prayers are not enough. If prayer does
not lead to a change of heart and to action, have we really
prayed at all? Will you exercise your constitutional 
responsibility and vote… for candidates, of whatever party,
with the political and moral will to effect lasting change to end
gun violence?

We are not powerless, and we are not called to live in fear. 
We are called, like Jesus, to pray and work for good. It does not
have to be this way. Fear and evil do not have the last word. 

Thoughts and prayers are powerful. Prayer and action, from
enough people who work for good, can stop a bullet.  Show the
world that hate will not win here. Pittsburgh does not quit. 
We are black and gold and brown and white. And we will live
together without fear, full of hope, and work for the good of all
in our city. ■

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will
be offered on January 13, 2019 – The 
First Sunday after the Epiphany: 
The Baptism of our Lord, at 11 a.m.
 If you or someone you know desires to partake in this 
sacrament please contact the Reverend Neil K. Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org or 412.661.0120 ext. 112) as soon
as possible, so that the appropriate preparation and 
arrangements can be made. ■

Thursday, November 22, 2018 
at 9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion, Rite II 
with congregational hymns and choral music. 

Everyone is welcome.

Please remember Calvary Church
in your will.

Coordinator Needed for

Shelter Dinners

Calvary urgently needs one or two people to take over the
scheduling of volunteers to fulfill our long-standing 
commitment of serving dinner one Saturday a month at the
East End Homeless Shelter. This service provides very 
welcome support for the shelter, who give food, shelter, and
assistance to many in our immediate community.

Organizers will need to find three or four volunteers for
each month and train them how to cook and serve the meal.
To keep this service active, the new organizer(s) should be
able to begin soon to have volunteers ready for January and
the first half of 2019.

For more information, contact Mary Ann or Tom Slater at
tslater@iup.edu. ■

Rededication of 
War Memorial Cross on

Sunday, November 11
November 11 is the one-hundred

year anniversary of the 
armistice of the Great War. 

On Sunday, November 11, 2018,
we will rededicate the beautiful stone
cross located on the front lawn in 

front of the parish hall. The cross is a memorial to those 
who served in the First World War. We will have a 
proclamation from the Pittsburgh City Council read and 
the colors (flags) presented as part of the brief service. 

Please join us outside at the War Memorial Cross on
Sunday, November 11, about 12:30 p.m., for a brief service
of rededication. ■
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The Church Mouse

Dear people of Calvary, Many,
many thanks for your prayers,
your good wishes, and the 
wonderful cards I have received.
I’m on the road to recovery, 

but it’s a slow process and it will some time before I’m able
to rejoin my church family in worship and in service. 
I miss it all! Until then, blessings and thanks to you.

–Donna Hallen ■

United Thank Offering
Sunday, November 18, 2018 is the date of the fall United
Thank Offering fundraising drive at Calvary, for which blue
envelopes will be provided in your service bulletin.

Please express your gratitude for the gifts you enjoy in your
everyday lives, and for the humanitarian contributions of
UTO by giving generously at that day’s offertory, or at any
convenient time in the future. Checks may be made out to
Calvary and designated on the memo line for UTO.

UTO, for those not acquainted with the organization, is a
ministry to promote thankfulness and mission. Its grants –
both modest and substantial – are awarded for projects that
address human needs and help alleviate poverty, both
domestically and internationally in the Episcopal Church.

UTO was founded by women in 1889 and has been 
administered by women since then in our own diocese and
dioceses throughout the country. At Calvary, the UTO drive
is administered semi-annually on behalf of the Pittsburgh
Diocese by WoC (Women of Calvary) and ECW (Episcopal
Church Women).  ■

December Soup Group
December can be a blustery, wintery
month. Warm soup can help and so can
you! Please come to Calvary’s kitchen on
Friday, December 14 at 10 a.m. if you
would like to cook with us. New recipes
and chefs are always welcome. Email me if you have a good
recipe and I will buy the ingredients. If you are unable to
cook (or don’t like to cook!) please consider taking soup to
a friend, neighbor, family member that would enjoy warm
bowl of soup.

–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 ■

But Seriously
Surreal Saturday: As the Bazaar
goes into full swing, growing
awareness of Tree of Life 
attack triggers staff / volunteer
responses.

Security Guards: Alerted early
on, maintain special vigilance.

All WOC Bazaar volunteers: Aware of the story unfolding
virtually up the street, keep their emotions under wraps and
carry on in order that the good works funded by the Bazaar
will not go unserved.

Leslie Reimer: In full Pastoral Care mode, consoles flock.

Jonathon Jensen: also in consolation mode, and feeling
responsibility as rector to address the evil, prepares new 
sermon, finally retiring at 4:30 a.m.

Neil Raman: Comforts as well, while preparing for grief
counseling of youth.

Susan Roth: Prepares supporting literature for Sunday
school teachers and others.

Alan Lewis: Reworks liturgy for following morning to
include appropriate hymns, anthems, and Psalm.

Ken Smith: In true newspaper style, completely reworks,
reprints, refolds, and delivers all bulletins for Sunday’s services.

Choir: Faced with previously unrehearsed material, 
nevertheless rise to the occasion and render emotionally
charged performances.

Each contributing according to his or her own gifts.

Understood that they are only doing what we expect of
them…but still…thought we should remember.

Duruflé Requiem provides solace: All Saints performance
provides additional opportunity for remembrance of and
reflection on the events of the previous week. Collection
from this and all other plate offerings of the day donated to
Tree of Life Congregation.

Voting: Mid-term mayhem descends on parish hall polling
place. Three districts served.

Other observations: Sexton staff move and remove 
innumerable boxes and items plus 53 banquet tables for
benefit of Bazaar; heat returns to the church; clocks fall
back… And we go on.                  -30-                               ■

Interfaith Service at Pittsburgh

Theological Seminary
On Wednesday, November 14 at 11:30 a.m. in Hicks
Chapel, PTS will host an interfaith worship service in
response to the shooting at Tree of Life synagogue. Service
leaders will include the Rev. Dr. James Gilchrist, senior 
pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church (Pittsburgh),
and Rabbi Emeritus Mark Mahler of Temple Emanuel
(South Hills). Details at www.pts.edu. ■

Please recycle this newsletter 

when you have finished reading it.
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The month of October has been quite busy for us at
Beginnings! Our “Bring Your Parent to School Night” was
very well-attended. With a “spooky” theme, we all seemed to
enjoy the food, crafts, and fun. To continue the Halloween
festivities, Beginnings’ children dressed in costume and
paraded through our trail of treats in the sanctuary. Organ
music helped create an eerie yet exciting mood for our
young trick-or-treaters.  

Our Blue Team (4 and 5-year-old students) has initiated a
Kindness Campaign, asking family, friends, and neighbors
to help them make the world a kinder, happier place. 
Their theme is “Look for the Good, Do Good, and Share the
Good.” The Blue Team will be passing out envelopes with
colored strips of paper to those who want to “invest” their
time and efforts to spread kindness. They are accumulating
acts of kindness strips and will form a very long chain –
which will be delivered to the Tree of Life Synagogue during
the holidays. 

During November, our curriculum and activities will be
centered around the Season of Fall, Forests, and Animals. 
We will also be learning about Thanksgiving. As a preschool,
we strive to teach our children to resist the biases and 
prejudice in our world and instead to celebrate differences.
With our “team” approach, our students will be giving
thanks for each member on their team as well as their 
community of friends at Beginnings. We have many group
projects planned to help teach the value of teamwork.  

Beginnings will be closed the week of Thanksgiving to give
everyone the opportunity to spend quality time with their
families. –Tammy Lewis, Interim Director ■

Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, 
honoring a particular event or person or asking your 
group or organization. Please sign up on the display in the
Parish Hall or contact Judy Wootten at 724.733.1660 or by
email – wootten@windstream.net – to schedule a Sunday.
Thank you! ■

Second Sundays, at 5 p.m.
November 11, December 9, and January 13

An intimate celebration of the Holy Eucharist, with music
ranging from Gregorian Chant to the present day, led by 
the Calvary Schola. Light and shadow, Word and gesture,
sound and scent combine to draw us to the threshold of 
the Holy. ■

As December nears, Advent is surely at
hand, as well. This year’s calendar 
configuration offers a welcome breather
between the bustle of the Thanksgiving
weekend and the onset of Advent, 
on December 2. 

As we have done for many years, Calvary will
mark the beginning of Advent with a 
service of Lessons and Carols on December 2,

at 5 p.m. This service borrows its format from a Christmas
Eve service, created in England the 1870s and formalized by
the Dean of King’s College, Cambridge for a service in 1918,
mere weeks after the close of the Great War. (It may strike
some as amusing that this service, which now feels like the
very definition of tradition, arose to reflect the Dean’s sense
of a need for freedom from the old, familiar liturgical forms.) 

In the Advent form of the service, of course, the emphasis is
upon the anticipation of Christmas, rather than its arrival.
And, while there is some overlap in the readings, the Advent
version lays more emphasis upon the prophets’ expectation
of the Messiah and the angelic annunciations of the coming
of John the Baptist and Jesus than upon the Babe of
Bethlehem. This means the “old familiar carols” of Christmas
are absent—but the beloved, if perhaps slightly less familiar
hymns of Advent are abundantly present. 

The Choir and I hope that you will enjoy this service, and
find it a meaningful way in which to launch our collective
journey toward Bethlehem. ■

MUSICAL NOTES by Alan Lewis
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[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, November 11, 2018]

Marilyn A. Dilg, Rest In Peace

It is with great sadness and heavy hearts
that we inform you that Marilyn A. Dilg,
wife of the Rev. Aurthur Dilg, died
Wednesday, October 31, 2018. Her funeral
was held on Sunday, November 4 at the
Bowser-Minich Funeral Home in Indiana,
PA. A service celebrating Marilyn’s life was
held at Christ Episcopal Church in Indiana,
PA on Monday, November 5, with the Rt. Rev. Dorsey
McConnell, presiding. The Rev. William Geiger and the Rev.
Joseph Baird assisting.

Memorial contributions may be made to the VNA Hospice,
850 Hospital Rd., Suite 3000, Indiana, PA 15701; or 
The CARE Center of Indiana County, 125 N. 5th St.,
Indiana, PA 15701.

Marilyn was born in 1937 in Pittsburgh to Thomas and
Anna Steiger Meyers. She was raised in Squirrel Hill and
graduated from Taylor Allderdice High School. She enrolled
in the Presbyterian Hospital School of Nursing and 
graduated as a Registered Nurse.

Marilyn met her future husband Arthur Dilg whom she
married in 1961 and was an active member of Christ
Episcopal Church when her husband was the Rector. 
She was also active in six additional churches over Arthur’s
career.

Marilyn worked for the Visiting Nurse Association prior to
beginning her career at Indiana Hospital where she 
developed and grew the Social Services and Discharge
Planning Department while serving as Director for over 
21 years until her retirement. She then focused her attention
as Director of Indiana County CareNet for several years
until her second retirement.

Her many community activities included serving on the
boards of the Alice Paul House, the Open Door, Family
Planning Services, VNA Hospice, The CARE Center, Indiana
County Area Agency of Aging, and the United Way.
Additionally, her volunteer activities included: Circles
Initiative of Indiana Co., After School Study Center, Foster
Care Parenting Program, and the Back to School Bash.

St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon, junior vergers Madigan Balfe and
Jack Horrigan represented the parish and the diocese at the
annual festival for acolytes and servers, held at Washington
National Cathedral on October 7, 2018. They, along with
senior verger Rich Creehan, were honored to be chosen to
distribute Communion at the Eucharist. The festival 
attracted over 400 participants from 72 congregations
across the country. ■

Marilyn is survived by her husband of 57 years, Indiana; two
daughters and one son, Sandi Fairman and husband David,
Indiana; Bruce Dilg and wife Barbara, Columbus, OH;
Deborah Thompson and husband Bill, Pittsburgh; nine
grandchildren, Sabrina Condino (Jason), Staci Smith
(Michael), Shawn Julock (Lauren), Benjamin Dilg, Brendan
Dilg, Brock Dilg, Emmary Farrell (Will), Michael Kelly and
Masanne Kelly; seven great grandchildren, Blake, Carter,
Sienna, Braden, Dylan, Maxwell and Jake.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her in-laws Arthur
and Emma Dilg and her brother-in-law Bruce Dilg.

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine
upon Marilyn. May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. ■

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh 
is a collective fellowship of communities 

alive in the love of God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

seeking and serving Jesus Christ 
in all persons and in all of God’s creation.

Our actions and beliefs are guided by 
Scripture, Tradition, and Reason.



Central American bishops appeal for

Anglican Communion solidarity over

migrant caravan

Posted November 2, 2018 by the Anglican Communion Office

Bishops from three Anglican Provinces have called for 
“solidarity” from the Anglican Communion as a caravan of
migrants makes its way through the region from El Salvador
to the US. The plight of the people making the journey has
been reported around the world after US President Donald
Trump said that he had mobilised the military to prevent
them crossing the American border. Bishops from
Honduras, in the US-based Episcopal Church; Guatemala
and El Salvador in the Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central
de America; and North and South East Mexico, in the La
Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico, have responded to the situation
in a joint letter.

In their letter, they say that, in the name of God, they are
using their voice and position “in a call of solidarity to the
authorities of Central America, Mexico and the USA, United
Nations and civil leadership with respect to the caravan of
people who are travelling towards the United States in
search of opportunities of decent work”.

They describe it as “a new exodus” of “a marginalised 
people, enslaved in their respective countries through a 
reality of social and moral, neo-liberal economic sin which
takes away their lives with injustices and violations of their
human rights. They are a people of faith in God, who He has
promised to ‘care for and accompany’”.

President Trump has been vocal in his opposition to the 
caravan, which has been a hot-topic issue in the US midterm
elections. “Our military is being mobilized at the Southern
Border. Many more troops coming”, he Tweeted. “We will
NOT let these Caravans, which are also made up of some
very bad thugs and gang members, into the U.S. Our Border
is sacred, must come in legally. TURN AROUND!”

And in another Tweet he said: “The Caravans are made up
of some very tough fighters and people. Fought back hard
and viciously against Mexico at Northern Border before
breaking through. Mexican soldiers hurt, were unable, or
unwilling to stop”.

But in their letter, the bishops appealed for more 
compassion to be shown towards those on the journey. 
“As God always hears the cry of his people, the Churches do
the same and we cry out for the weak and most vulnerable”,
they said. “For example, in this new Exodus, many are girls
and boys, young people, women and men, victims of death
threats, victims of unemployment, victims of irresponsible
governments which are indifferent to the needs of their
inhabitants.” ■

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh mailing address:
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-721-0853  |  info@episcopalpgh.org

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, Bishop
412-721-0853 ext. 252  |  dmcconnell@episcopalpgh.org 

Judi Rogers, Executive Assistant
412-721-0853 ext. 251  |  jrogers@episcopalpgh.org ■

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

November 18: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Blairsville, 
the Reverend Arthur Dilg, and the Reverend Joseph Baird.

November 25: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Kittanning, 
and the Reverend Howard Gillette.

December 2: Church of the Advent, Jeannette, and 
the Reverend Vicente Santiago.

December 9: Church of the Advent, Brookline, and 
the Reverend Richard Pollard.

December 16: Church of the Good Shepherd, Hazelwood,
the Reverend Huett Fleming, and the Reverend John Mark
Feuerstein. ■

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, November 11, 2018]

Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org
Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. ■

Stay in Touch with the Diocese

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
November 18 St. Peter’s, Blairsville
November 25 St. Paul’s, Kittanning
December 2 Advent, Jeannette
December 9 Advent, Brookline
December 16 Good Shepherd, Hazelwood 
December 23 Nativity, Crafton
December 24 Trinity Cathedral (Christmas Eve) ■
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The Bookstore at Calvary

Get your holiday cards at the Bookstore with Christmas
cards displaying the beauty of Calvary Episcopal Church.
The package consists of seven different cards (shown in the
next column), with matching envelopes for $10. Each card is
imprinted with a Christmas verse and greeting. A project of
The Architectural History Committee, the pictures on the
cards were taken by Phillip Maye and Ken Smith.

In addition, The Bookstore has a variety of calendars and
daily planners for 2019 including:

Advent: Come browse the large assortment of Advent 
calendars to choose from with chocolates, stickers, pictures
and Bible text, and pictures and the Nativity Story to name
just a few. 

Christian Planning Calendar: Running from September
2018 through December 2019, this planning tool cites 
religious observances and seasons for Anglican, Roman
Catholic, Orthodox, Islamic, and Jewish faiths, as well as
secular holidays. Ample space for writing daily notes.
Featuring images from the Episcopal Church and Visual
Arts (ECVA).

Christian Pocket Diary: This weekly planner highlights
major hold days for Anglican, Roman Catholic, Orthodox,
Islamic, and Jewish faiths as well as civil holidays. 
Other features include prayers for special occasions, 
daily devotions, space for addresses and phone numbers,
and reminder pages for birthdays.

Churchman’s Ordo Kalendar: Offers a full listing of the 
traditional feasts and devotional days that are frequently 
celebrated throughout the Anglican Communion. 
Calendar dates are printed in the liturgical color for that day.

Episcopal Church Revised Common Lectionary Lesson
Calendar: A comprehensive calendar featuring the readings
and hymn selections for Episcopal Lectionary Year A and for
Daily Office Year One.

Episcopal Church Year Guide Kalendar: Is edited to 
conform to Lesser Feasts and Fasts of 2006, Book of 
Common Prayer and the Revised Common Lectionary. 
Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 remains the last calendar of
saints to be given final approval by the General Convention
of the Episcopal Church. 

The Episcopal Liturgical Appointment Calendar: Features
two pages for each week, ample space for noting 
appointments, proper liturgical colors, Daily Office readings
from the Book of Common Prayer and Sunday readings
from the Revised Common Lectionary, Holy Days, 
commemorations and secular observances.

The Bookstore is open Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
During the week, the Bookstore is open Tuesday through
Thursday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cash, check, Discover®,
MasterCard®, and Visa® are accepted.  ■

BALM XVI
The sixteenth Rector of Calvary has created a line of lip
balm that is available at the Calvary Bookstore. Balm XVI is
made from natural beeswax, organic shea butter, organic
coconut oil, and essential oil. They are be available in

peppermint,         lime,       grapefruit, and       orange. ■

Annual Bazaar Thank You

On October 27, 2018 at 10 a.m. at Shady Avenue and Walnut
Street, Calvary Church’s Rector blessed the Annual Bazaar
and the doors opened to the usual hustle and bustle of eager
shoppers. Meanwhile at nearby Shady and Wilkins Avenues
a man shot and killed 11 people at the Tree of Life
Congregation. Even as the killings have left me shocked,
frightened, and grieving, I am also grateful that our Bazaar,
the fruits of which are derived from acts of love and caring
for those who are in need of our grants, could continue on
that Saturday.

Now to the usual: my thanking of all of the people who
made this 2018 Bazaar possible: the volunteer chairs and
workers, the Calvary staff and clergy, the donors of goods for
us to sell, our financial staff, and, last but not least, our 
customers. You were great!

See you next year, Susie Prentiss ■
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Formation classes for all ages meet at 10 a.m. 
There will be no Sunday school classes on November 25

November 18: New Insights into Grief
How do we understand and experience loss and grief? 
How can we be present and supportive to those who have
experienced the death of a loved one? The Rev. Leslie Reimer will
offer some fresh insights on this ancient and universal topic.

December 2: The Spirituality of Madeleine L’Engle
In the year when A Wrinkle in Time was transformed into a
film, we will explore the deep spiritual roots of its writer,
Madeleine L’Engle. Join the Rev. Leslie Reimer for this 
journey into the Christian faith of this gifted author. ■

Please join us in the Refectory.

All are welcome to join us in McClintic Hall on Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m. for this class, led by the Rector. ■

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, Calvary,
or CYAM, welcome! For more information or to be added to
our email list, please contact The Rev. Neil Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 112).

Sunday, November 18, 12:45 p.m.
Brunch at Panera Bakery Square (15206)

Wednesday, December 5, 5:45 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour (Location TBA)

Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Calvary is hosting a Quiet Day for Young Adults. It is an
opportunity to take a day out of the often hectic lead up to
Christmas and the end of the year to enjoy some silence,
sabbath, and time for meditation. We’ll begin at 9 a.m. with
coffee and pastries and hear three meditations over the
course of the day with ample silence in between each one. 
A light lunch will be provided. We’ll end our time together
with the celebration of the Eucharist.
Friday, December 14, 7-10 p.m.
Please join us for the 5th annual Calvary Young Adult
Ministry Yule Ball. It is an opportunity for us to get 
together, dance, and enjoy each other’s company in the
midst of the holiday season. Childcare is available on
request. If you have any questions or are available to help set
up the evening before contact Neil. ■

–Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
sroth@calvarypgh.org, 412.661.0120 ext. 116 ■

Good News of Great Joy: 

The Christmas Pageant is 

right around the corner!

As we approach Advent, a 
season of anticipating and
preparing, it’s time to start
thinking ahead to our 
annual Christmas Pageant!
The children and youth of 
the parish will present this
year’s pageant on Sunday,
December 23, during the 

11 a.m. service. With costumes, carols, and a camel, 
the pageant is Calvary’s own retelling of the days 
surrounding Christ’s birth.
All children and youth are welcome and encouraged to 
participate – there are roles for everyone. Infants and 
toddlers play sheep and cows at the manger (as well as baby
Jesus and John the Baptist!), younger children play angels,
middle schoolers are shepherds, and older kids and youth
play a variety of speaking and non-speaking parts including
prophets, angels, narrators, shepherds, Mary and Joseph,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and Magi.
We are also looking for a few grown-up helpers to join our
fantastic pageant production crew! Adults can assist with
everything from organizing costumes, to animal handling,
to providing a snack, to general behind-the-scenes 
assistance on the day.
We will have one walk-through rehearsal the morning of
Saturday, December 22 (more details to follow). There are
sign-up sheets for kids and adults in the Parish Hall, or you
can email me to sign up or for more information.
Please invite friends, family members, and others to join us
for this incredible story and festive Calvary tradition!

High School Update
For the rest of the 2018–19 year, the High School group will
meet in the Evans Room (Level F) instead of in the Youth
Room. This move will make our meeting spot a bit easier to
find, and give us the flexibility to do different kinds of 
activities than we currently have space for. If you are in
grades 9-12, please join us any Sunday at 10 a.m.
All other classes will continue in their regular locations.



The East Liberty Valley Historical Society

Autumn 2018
Marilyn Evert Lecture Series

–– December 7 ––

“In Steel and Stone II:

Twentieth-Century

Architectural Styles of 

the East End”
Justin P. Greenawalt, Architectural Historian

In this continuation of his first In Steel and Stone lecture,
Justin will explore the history behind the architectural

styles prevalent in Pittsburgh’s East End while examining
specific examples, both existing and demolished.

Lecture Begins At 7:30 pm
Free and Open to the Public

East Liberty Presbyterian Church
116 South Highland Avenue, Chapel

Follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/EastLibertyValley/
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interchange between those seeking after God in which
emerges a truth that is understandable only from a group
perspective. This is where the practice of holy listening
becomes so very helpful and necessary. This kind of 
listening allows for the silence between utterances or 
discoveries as well as the silence of what remains unsaid or
hidden. The silence of the unsaid will go by completely
unnoticed without the consummate gift of waiting on the
Holy Ghost as the threads of our separate meanings are
woven into the whole cloth of revelation. The Holy Ghost
acts as the interpretant of the micro-signs collected in the
group’s experience, witness and even its unrecognized hopes
and unformed prayers. There is so much more to each of
our souls that is beyond our conscious awareness. Most of
the time it is only in the eyes of others that our truest and
best selves are noticed, bidden and celebrated.  ■

The Holy Ghost and Vocation
by Geoffrey Royce.

When a person begins to discern a vocation, a calling to join
oneself to a particular activity of God in the midst of
humankind, there are several signs that begin to hold 
meaning in new and sometimes mysterious ways. Often it
takes a while in prayer and engaged in new patterns of 
attention to begin to see the changes that this perspective is
bringing forward. God’s activity in our midst is realized in
some form of influence. Perhaps someone asks you to do
something that you haven’t done before. Just this alone is a
kind of sign from God. You are being invited outside your
ordinary patterns. Then while you are involved in the task
you find that you are enjoying yourself or noticing others
appreciating your efforts in supportive ways. Later on, you
experience memories of this new thing that has begun to
establish itself in your spiritual landscape. Feelings like 
concern, hope, even excitement arise as you gather yourself
within a new perimeter of possibilities.

I believe that these kinds of moments of subtle change and
growth are the result of God’s influence, aka the Holy Ghost.
The fulness of life requires that we work towards becoming
the person God created us to be. This for Christians is not so
much a matter of discovering some hidden identity as it is
coming to terms with identifying with Christ as that 
presents in the circumstances of one’s life. This is not always
easy and obvious but in hindsight often looks like following
one’s nose. God is not the one making it difficult. 
Usually what makes it arduous is our own attempts to adjust
the timetable, the outcome, or any number of 
inconveniences or encumbrances encountered on the way. 
If you become preoccupied with making these adjustments,
you will miss out on many gifts with which God is 
gratuitously showering you.

We are not the only piece on this chess board. This is where
the Holy Ghost really does all the fancy footwork.
Conversations we have with others, bits of news on the
radio, a fragment of a psalm, a stranger who asks for our
help, a memory evoked, a surprise all orchestrated to bring
into focus yet some other important connection, a sign. 
A sign is anything that stands in for something else. 
These kinds of signs cannot be discovered through careful
analysis of clues or attempting to turn over every stone.
There is rather more something like a series of collisions.
Even accidents would describe these kinds of events except
that they make more sense than what gratifies our 
expectations. Unlike expectations they are received more
often than not in hindsight. That is why we call them 
revelations. They uncover or reveal something that has been
hidden often in plain sight.

Of course, the Holy Ghost is the catalytic part of the newly
formed church, descending on the gathered at the Pentecost
event. Christian formation, whether lay, ordained or 
monastic happens in groups. There is a dynamic 

Please Save the Date:

Saturday, January 26, 2019 at 5 p.m.
Look for complete details in next month’s Agape! ■

Chili Fest
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Agape Deadline
The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, November 30, 2018. Please e-mail your
text to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office.

Agape, the newsletter of Calvary Episcopal Church,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is published monthly (except
July), and is mailed to active members and friends of the
Parish. You may opt out of receiving a printed copy and 
read each issue online at www.calvarypgh.org. Contact the
Parish office at 412.661.0120 for details. ■

Staying in Touch

Please contact Calvary’s Parish Administrator Kim Pieratt 
at the Church office if you have any questions about flower
memorials, prayer list additions, or scheduling of events. 
Kim can be contacted at 412.661.0120, ext. 111 or send an
email to kpieratt@calvarypgh.org. ■

How 260 Tons of Frozen Turkeys 

Helped Invent the TV Dinner

In 1953, someone at Swanson Foods
colossally miscalculated the level of the
American appetite for Thanksgiving
turkey, leaving the company with some
260 tons of frozen birds sitting in ten
refrigerated railroad cars. Enter the
father of invention, Swanson salesman Gerry Thomas, 
a visionary inspired by the trays of pre-prepared food served
on airlines. Ordering 5,000 aluminum trays, and then 
concocting a straightforward meal of turkey with corn-
bread dressing and gravy, peas and sweet potatoes (both
topped with a pat of butter), and recruiting an assembly line
of women with spatulas and ice-cream scoops, Thomas and
Swanson launched the TV dinner at a price of 98 cents
(those are Eisenhower-era cents). The company’s grave
doubts that the initial order would sell proved to be 
another miscalculation, though a much happier one for
Swanson; in the first full year of production, 1954, ten 
million turkey dinners were sold. ■

The Sheldon Calvary Camp service, an informal celebration
of the Holy Eucharist, will be meeting on Sunday, 
November 25 and December 30, 2018 at 3 p.m., in the
Refectory. The Rev. Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and we
use music from the Camp songbook. Mark your calendars
and join us when you can! ■

www.calvarypgh.org
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