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A parishioner contacted me last week concerned we were not praying for the American President 
by name. It was a thoughtful and faithful concern expressed reasonably. He said our leaders need 
our prayers, which is true. He thought we prayed more for the previous President than the current 
one. I thought he might be right. So we looked up the last ten years’ worth of the prayers of the 
people to check.  
 
Can anyone guess how many times we have prayed for the current President, by name? Twice in 
two years. Can anyone guess how many times we prayed for the previous President, by name, 
while he was in office? Nine times in eight years. The last time was during the transition when 
we prayed for both. That is about as close as one can get.  
 
The gospel and our worship are, by nature, political. To proclaim Jesus is Lord is the most 
political statement you can make. Not the government, not money, not even me… but Jesus is 
Lord. The Gospel and worship are political… but should never be partisan, advocating one party 
over another. The Gospel is political because it is a call to engage the society, to work for the 
common good of all people. The Gospel is a call to speak up and act out. It is to pray for,  
to proclaim, and to point to God’s light breaking into this world.  
 
What we pray for matters. We name what we value, what we aspire to, what we worry about.  
We pray for what deserves our attention and resources and care. We pray for whom and what we 
love. We commend all that is good, all that is broken, and all we care about to God.  
 
We do this each week in all of our worship but through the prayers of the people in particular.  
Within certain parameters, we have the most latitude to shape the prayers of the people, more 
than any part of the service. We craft them at Calvary each week. 
 
These prayers speak for everyone here, the individuals and the community. They are called the 
Prayers of the People, after all. They are particular and specific naming certain people and 
concerns. Therein lies much of their impact… in being specific and particular. Many of the 
petitions slide past with little notice. But omit or change one, like the person thought was 
happening with the President, and someone does notice. These prayers are statements of value. 
 
A few months ago, we removed one three-letter word from one petition of the prayers to see  
if anyone would notice. They did. We prayed “For all victims of violence” rather than what? 
“For all victims of gun violence.” It was an experiment that brought an immediate reaction.  
It is important to name the specific fear or hope or intention. It makes it personal and real. 
 
What part of the Prayers of the People do you connect with the most? For those who are sick or 
facing addiction or for those who give thanks for a wedding or a birth or those for whom altar 
flowers are given? What particular part is personal to you? 
 
Each week, I have my silent, personal litany of loved ones who have died and even include two 
dogs. They are loved by me so they are loved by God. You have permission to name, silently or 
aloud, particular names or concerns that matter most to you. 
 



 
The prayers are statements of value and remind us of what is important.  They also remind us 
that the world, the creation, is not as God intended it to be. The world, right now, seems to be 
spinning out of control with an uncertain future. It could go to the left or to the right or fly off  
its axis entirely. Things don’t feel like they are getting better but more uncertain. 
 
The idea in the Bible for this is “sin.” We might make light of it or ignore it or pretend it doesn’t 
matter. Sin is not just a list of naughty things. The idea is much more profound. Sin is a state of 
separation… from God… from one another… and even from yourself. Sin is a short-hand way of 
saying the Creation, and the people in it, are not as God intends them to be. That seems more 
believable and palpable now than ever. 
 
The season of Advent, we entered today, is the beginning of the Church’s new year. Advent is an 
announcement that all we pray for matters to God. All that is good, all that is broken, all that we 
care about is in the process of being redeemed and made new. God has a mission that is already 
in motion to overcome sin and separation and restore the Creation and everyone it. 
 
Oddly, the readings of the new church year do not start not with an announcement of a little baby 
or even a big bang of Creation like we might expect. We begin like we are near the end of the 
second act of a play, the darkest time when all seems lost. The Gospel says people will faint from 
fear and foreboding. There will be distress among the nations. Be on your guard so your hearts 
are not weighed down by dissipation or the worries of this life… easier said than done. 
 
When the world seems to be falling apart, more than normal, that is when you should really pay 
attention. Be alert. Keep watch. When things seem to be at their worst, it is precisely then that 
you should raise your heads. Don’t hide in fear. Stand up and be alert to signs of God’s arrival. 
All that is good, all that is broken, all that we care about is in the process of being redeemed.  
 
The gospel is always political because it engages society. But it must always be personal. 
Redemption is always particular. To God, this world, these people are worth saving. In your 
prayers, name what matters to you. Make it personal. God does.  


