
Advent is about God’s time and our time coming
together. I pondered this during staff meeting last week,
looking at a diagram left over from a youth Sunday
School class. It listed a heading of “The Future” on the
whiteboard with categories of short, middle, and long-
term listed below.

It occurred to me that thinking about “The Future” is 
relative. Short, middle, and long-term thinking are very
different if you are 5 years old or 15 or 25 or 35 or 45 or
65 or 95 years old.

To a 15 year old, thinking five years ahead is very long-
term but more middle-term thinking for someone who
is 35. A parishioner in her 90s, told me thinking five
years ahead at her age is long-term thinking because the
future seemed much closer than it used to be. I can see
her point.

I had a sobering realization recently thinking back to
when I was first asked to consider being a priest when 
I was 20 years old. All the priests I knew then, all three
of my bosses later after ordination, and most of my early
mentors were all within a year or two of the age (47) 
I am now. Back then, they all seemed very old. Now, of
course, that age doesn’t seem that old at all. In the
future, it will probably start to feel like that is young.

Short, middle, and long-term thinking about the future
has evolved for me as it does for almost everyone. We all
conceive of time differently relative to our age and 
experience, where we are in life’s journey.
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–continued on page 2

Advent, and the world of the Bible, add one more idea
to thinking about the future; eternity or God’s time.
Strictly speaking, eternity is not the short, middle, or
long-term future but all time and beyond time at once.
Eternity is the past, present, and future existing togeth-
er simultaneously. Eternity is God’s realm.

Advent is an announcement of God’s eternity and our 
time coming together. The word Advent means arrival.
The season has the twin themes of preparing for the
first arrival of Jesus in the Incarnation we celebrate at
Christmas. God arrives into the world as a helpless child
experiencing what experience; aging, time, friendship,
learning, failure and success, love and betrayal, 
heartbreak and joy.

The second theme of Advent is preparation for the 
second arrival of Jesus in Glory to judge the world. 
The “second coming” is not a terrifying event but the
arrival of the one who loves each of us deeply and 
personally and knows what it is like to be fully human
living within the finitude of time but who also knows
what it is to abide in the freedom of eternity. 

Advent is about preparing for our world and God’s
world to come together in the person of Jesus Christ. So
we wait and watch and make ready for the arrival of
Emmanuel, God with us, for our future to become
God’s eternal now. –Jonathon n

We entered this four-Sunday season on December 3rd. 
It continues until we celebrate the Feast of the
Incarnation, more commonly known as Christmas, 
on December 24 and 25.

Advent is also the beginning of the Church’s new year. 
The church year, with its seasons and feasts, is one way
of marking time, God’s time and tell the story of God’s 
relationship with humanity. The whole story is about
God’s redemptive history to restore and bring new life
to all of the Creation from Adam and Eve, the patriarchs
and matriarchs like Abraham and Sarah, the Law and

Moses and the prophets, and ultimately through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Advent is the first season and beginning of the Church’s
year. We are called to wait, watch, and prepare for the
arrival of God in the world. All the seasons have an
emphasis with different themes, colors, music, prayers,
and customs.

Advent: Four weeks with the themes of the first and 
second arrival of Jesus in the world. The liturgical color
is purple (or blue in some parishes).

God’s Time

Advent: The Beginning of the Church’s Year
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Be sure to mark your calendars and save the date for
Calvary’s Chili Fest on Saturday, January 26, 2019.
Full details and signup sheets will be available after the 
first of the year. Plan to chill out with some chili, and join in
the celebration of Rev. Jonathon Jenson’s fifth anniversary 
as the 16th Rector of Calvary. Chili Fest is a fun evening 
of fellowship. n

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be offered on 
January 13, 2019 – The First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of our Lord, at 11 a.m. If you or someone you
know desires to partake in this sacrament please contact the
Reverend Neil K. Raman (nraman@calvarypgh.org or
412.661.0120 ext. 112) as soon as possible, so that the 
appropriate preparation and arrangements can be made. n

A Service of Rededication of the Soldiers’ Memorial Cross
Sunday, November 11, 2018

Statement from Councilperson
Erika Strassburger congratulating
Priscilla “Kitsy” McNulty on 
30 years of service to Family House

“I want to send a huge congratulations and
thank you to Kitsy McNulty on her 30 years of
service to Family House. An employee since the
first days of the organization, Kitsy has worked

tirelessly to accommodate families whose loved ones are 
facing long hospital stays. Family House and its employees
play a quiet but important role in comforting the families of
patients from outside of Pittsburgh during challenging
times. Thank you, Kitsy, for your 30 years of service to an
essential Pittsburgh organization.” n

Chili Fest

Endowment News
We have received a $25,000 planned gift for
the Calvary Endowment from donors who
wish to remain anonymous.  It was given,
from the heart, by a husband and wife who
are longtime members of our church community and we are
deeply grateful for their generosity. They chose to make a
gift now rather than include it in their estate plans. 
This wonderful gift will generate an annual income of about
$1,000 to Calvary in perpetuity. 

We welcome these donors as new members of our 
St Michael’s Society, a group of parishioners who have
included Calvary in their estate plans and notified the
church in writing regarding their bequest. If you would like
to make a planned gift to our endowment now or include 
a gift in your estate plans, we also would love to welcome
you to our St. Michael’s Society. For more information,
please contact Deborah Kelly, Planned Giving Chair, at
dc1kelly@gmail.com. n

Christmas: Two weeks that celebrate the Incarnation or God
in Jesus Christ. Incarnation means “taking flesh” or “in the
flesh.”  The liturgical color is white.

Epiphany About seven or eight Sundays that point to 
Jesus being revealed to all people. The duration is 
determined by the date of Ash Wednesday. Epiphany means
a “manifestation” or “revealing.” The liturgical color is white
on the Feast of the Epiphany and green on following
Sundays.

Lent is forty days, plus Sundays, and is a time of self-
examination and preparation before Easter. The liturgical
color is purple.

Easter is a fifty day celebration of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ through which sin and death and have ultimately
been defeated. White is the color of Easter.

Pentecost is the longest season of the Church’s year 
beginning with the Feast of Pentecost (usually late-May) all
the way until the next Advent begins (usually the 
beginning of December). The liturgical color is green for the
season of Pentecost except for the first two weeks of the 
season; the Feast of Pentecost (liturgical color is red) 
then Trinity Sunday (white). –Jonathon n
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Christmas Memorials
If you would like to have your loved ones remembered 

in the Christmas Eve Order of Service, 
please fill out this form and return it, with your donation, 

by Monday, December 17, 2018.

Name (as you would like it to appear):   please print

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Donor’s name: ____________________________________

Donor’s telephone: ________________________________

Please circle your preference: 
Flowers    Music    Where needed

Please return this form to the Church office 
or mail to: Lynda Kennedy

Calvary Episcopal Church, 
315 Shady Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Weekday celebrations of the Holy Eucharist –
Monday 6 p.m.; Wednesday 7 & 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent – December 9
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m. 

• A Service of CandleMass, 5 p.m.

Friday, December 14
Calvary Young Adult Ministry Yule Ball, 7 p.m.

Third Sunday of Advent – December 16
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

Christmas Pageant during the 11 o’clock service

No Christian Formation classes or Book of Romans class on
this day. 

Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24
The Holy Eucharist, at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m.

Holy Eucharist and Sermon, 
with carols and special music for choir, brass, and organ. 

Music begins 30 minutes before each service.
Childcare will be provided during the 4 p.m. service.

Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25,
at 9:30 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist with sermon and Christmas carols.

The Parish Offices will be closed Monday, December 24

thru Wednesday, December 26, and Tuesday, January 1,

2019. There will be no 7 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. services 
on Wednesday, December 26. There will be no 6 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist on Monday, December 31.

The First Sunday after Christmas Day –
Sunday, December 30

The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

No Christian Formation classes; no Book of Romans class;
the Nursery will be closed.

• A Calvary Camp Holy Eucharist, 3 p.m.

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ –
Sunday, January 6, 2019

The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

• Christian Formation classes for all ages resume; 

the Nursery will be open.

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m.

• Choral Evensong for the Feast of the Epiphany, 5 p.m.

The First Sunday after The Epiphany: 
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 13
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

will be administered at 11 a.m. 

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m.

• A Service of CandleMass, 5 p.m.

Advent,
Christmas

&
Epiphany
2018-2019
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Time flies when you’re having fun – that is exactly what’s
happening at Beginnings. We are approaching year-end and
have so many reasons to celebrate. Because we honor the
diversity of our children, parents, and teachers here at
Beginnings, we say “Happy Holidays” to all!

We consistently strive to learn about all the many cultures
that make up our school. During this holiday season, we
invited parents into the classrooms to share with students
some of their beliefs, customs, and traditions – specifically
Diwali, Hanukkah, Ramadan, Kwanzaa, and Christmas.
Some students made crafts such as lanterns and Unity Cups
while others ate special foods or looked at photographs of
family members wearing colorful holiday clothing.

Our Orange Team took advantage of the weather and went on
a brisk walk to collect snow for observations and 
experiments. They cut out snowflakes and used them to discuss
how we are all unique yet still the same in many ways.

Our Blue Team made a Mitten Tree based on Candace
Christiansen’s book and they are thankful for the helpers in
their lives. This was also supported by Fred Rogers’ quote:
“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news,
my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will
always find people who are helping.’” They are learning that
when people help others, they are spreading kindness and
happiness in the world. 

Beginnings will have a Sing-along and Pot Luck
Luncheon/Cookie Exchange on December 13. Parents from
each team will share their musical talents by playing guitar
and our children will sing, play instruments, and dance to
familiar holiday songs. Santa and one of his elves will also
join in the festivities. Families will bring a 
traditional holiday dish with a written recipe and a brief
story about why those are special to them. We will close after
our celebration and reopen on January 2.

–Tammy Lewis, Interim Director n

Sunday, January 6, at 5 p.m.

Sunday, January 13, at 5 p.m.

With Lessons and Carols just concluded,
Advent has begun in earnest, and the drive
forward toward Bethlehm is at full speed. 
I hope that we can each find time in the
midst of the hubub to connect with the
stillness and quiet of the first Christmas, 
the silence of that holy night broken only by
the miraculous sounds of a newborn babe,
the helplessly Incarnate Word. 

Each of our Christmas Eve services is preceded by a 
half-hour of music, a mixture of choral and congregational
carols, beginning at 3:30 and 10:30, respectively. My thanks,
as ever, to Jon Tyillian and the Choir for their annual labor of
love and service at this time of year. 

At the risk of repeating myself (again!), I’ll remind everyone
that the King’s College Service of Lessons and Carols on
Christmas Eve is broadcast live, airing at 10 a.m. local time
on WQED, 89.3 FM, or via the Minnesota Public Radio 
website (www.mpr.org). It is also typically rebroadcast on
Christmas Day. Whenever you hear it, it is a wonderful way
to connect with both the story of Christmas and the music
that adorns it.

Looking ahead, and beyond our coming Christmas 
celebrations, I would highlight two musical occasions in
early January: on Sunday, January 6, the Choir presents a 
service of Choral Evensong, at 5 p.m. Evensong at this time
of year, with the shadows already deepening as we gather, is a
favorite occasion of mine, and the Church’s heritage of music
for the evening office, and for the Feast of the Epiphany in
particular, is among its great treasures. And CandleMass, our
intimate Sunday afternoon communion service in the choir
stalls, continues at 5 p.m. on the second Sunday of the 
coming months, January 13, February 10, March 10, April 14,
and May 12. The CandleMass Schola, a group of young adult
singers, including a number of alumni of our choristers 
program, sings each month. Please consider joining us for
this beautiful service.

With wishes for a joyous Christmas and a blessed 
New Year. n

MUSICAL NOTES by Alan Lewis

Choral Evensong Hospitality Hour
Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, 
honoring a particular event or person or asking your 
group or organization. Please sign up on the display in the
Parish Hall or contact Judy Wootten at 724.733.1660 or by
email – wootten@windstream.net – to schedule a Sunday.
Thank you! n
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A few years ago, after a meeting at the Episcopal Church
Center in New York, I decided to seek the refuge of 
St. Thomas’ Church (which, like Calvary, was designed by
Ralph Adams Cram) where I could attend a late afternoon
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. As I headed north on
Fifth Avenue, I discovered I could barely navigate the 
sidewalks. Shoppers and tourists were packed about eight or
nine deep, and the police had even allowed them to spill
over into the street. Surely these were’t just Christmas 
shopping crowds, I thought – and then it dawned on me:
Wednesday was the day that the Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree would be lit! And people turned out by the
thousands to witness the annual ritual, officially marking
the beginning of “the Christmas season.”

Meanwhile, back at the church, we’re just a little out of step,
insisting on squeezing the season of Advent, with its 
comparative doom and gloom, between Thanksgiving and
Christmas revelings. In Matthew’s Gospel we read about
crowds gathering in great numbers, not to see thousands of
bulbs, but to see a rather eccentric, ill-clad, unkempt, and
probably smelly character called John the Baptist. Some
came out because they thought he was “the new Elijah.”
Others came because they wanted to be in on the ground
floor as the way was being prepared for the coming of the
Savior.  Still others came to heed the message of repentance.

Now “repentance” is not a word that easily flows from the
lips of Episcopalians. And maybe that’s our problem. There
may well be a correlation between our unwillingness or
inability to acknowledge the validity of repentance and the
fact that we have lost a third of our members in the space of
a generation. Perhaps we believe that the idea of repentance
smacks of fundamentalism, and we associate it, therefore,
with the fanatic on the street corner (not unlike John the
Baptist) who carries a placard urging us to repent because
the Kingdom of God is at hand. If repentance seems alien to
us, it’s probably because sin is just as foreign a concept.

No, we don’t take repentance very seriously. Indeed, we have
perfected several evasive techniques that make it 
unnecessary for us to ever really repent. We avoid 
responsibility for what we have done wrong. Like the late
comic Flip Wilson, we say “the devil made me do it.” 
Or we blame our wrongdoings on society, or the church, 
or the times in which we live. Or we make the other guy the
sinner. But all of our explaining it away notwithstanding,
the idea of repentance is inextricably woven into our 
liturgy. It starts at Baptism. The priest asks the candidate:

“Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which 
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?” And later asks:
“Do you turn to Jesus Christ an accept him as your Savior?”
And in the service of Morning Prayer, in some of the most
beautiful words ever to flow from the pen of Thomas
Cranmer, we express the meaning of repentance in prose
both lofty and theologically unassailable:

We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have
left undone those things which we ought to have done; 
And we have done those things which we ought not to have
done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those who
are penitent.

If “repentance” is too churchy a word, let’s try “turning
around” or “change of heart,” which, if I remember 
correctly is the sense of the original Greek word, metanoia.
Or, if we are more at home with the language of psychology
or pop culture, how about “behavioral modification,” 
“attitudinal adjustment,” or “paradigm shift”? Whatever we
call it, let’s try it. Let’s mend a fence, bury a hatchet, 
apologize. And if we try it, maybe we’ll see that John the
Baptist wasn’t so crazy after all. His less than genteel 
barging into our pre-Christmas lives becomes not so much
an intrusion as an opportunity, with the hope that our
Christmas may become not a sentimental and perfunctory
holiday, but a sacred and perfected holy day.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin,
Make straight the way of God within;
And let each heart prepare a home
Where such a mighty guest may come.

“On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” The Hymnal 1982, 76.

–H. T. L. +

I am very pleased Harold has accepted my invitation to write a regular
column for Agape. We look forward to many articles to come.

–Jonathon n

“The Problem with 
John the Baptist”
An Advent Meditation by

The Reverend Dr. Harold T. Lewis

The Preaching of St John the Baptist is a 1566 painting by Pieter Brueghel 

the Elder, now in the Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest.
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I started coming to Calvary in 1999 because I felt something
was missing. I had just returned to Pittsburgh after three
years abroad and I knew I needed a place to deliberately and
truly connect with people in ways I could not elsewhere.
Since I grew up in a large Episcopal parish (Christ Church
Cathedral, Cincinnati), I knew that for me to truly connect,
I would need to put some “skin in the game.” I would need
to pledge. For me, this motivation does not come from some
biblical directive, some line of the Catechism, or even guilt;
instead, it comes from my belief that if I am going to be part
of a family, I need to contribute. So, although I went on to
be on Parish Council, became very involved in EfM, and
then served a decade as our youth minister, I needed to
make a financial pledge and fulfill it. Given I was a graduate
student, my first few years of giving didn’t constitute very
much in real dollars; that said, I noticed it each month and
felt good about it, as I was helping my church family. 

As time went by, having that tangible financial connection
to Calvary resulted in my growing even more involved and
that resulted in my feeling even more at home at Shady and
Walnut. Life’s ups seemed a bit brighter, having you all to
share them with, and life’s downs were a whole lot softer
with your love and support. This, in turn, only made me
want to contribute more. 

As luck (or perhaps the Holy Spirit) would have it, in 2006 
I met my husband Jamie in the Parish Hall shortly after he
returned to Pittsburgh after three years abroad. Our mutual
connection to Calvary both fostered and supported our 
initial friendship and its transition into a life partnership.
One point of early agreement was (and is) that our church
family was just that, our family, and that contributing 
to Calvary was – and is – part of the way we support 
our family. 

On a bright sunny late September morning a few years ago,
Jamie and I officially became a family when we were 
married at the crossing in front of our families and many
friends. While we appreciated all the cousins who flew in
from far away, we especially loved having our Calvary 
family there to both pray for and celebrate with us. We now
make our annual pledge decision together, but it comes
from the same wish to connect – both with our current
Calvary family and all those family members yet to come.  

Please join us in supporting Calvary in 2019.

Vanessa Sterling & Jamie McMahon n

at Calvary Episcopal Church

The Sheldon Calvary Camp service, an informal celebration
of the Holy Eucharist, will be held on Sunday, 
December 30, 2018 at 3 p.m., in the Refectory. The Rev.
Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and we use music from 
the Camp songbook. Continuing in 2019, we will meet on
January 27, February 24, March 24, April 28, and May 26.
Mark your calendars and join us when you can! n

Spiritual Reflection
Adult spiritual formation may
be described as the step-by-step
discovery of God’s presence in
our lives and our personal 
transformation along the way.
Calvary’s Spiritual Reflection
meetings continue to be a 
regular and familiar forum for small group peer ministry.
We share, reflect upon and discuss inspirational ideas that
develop and deepen our personal relationships with God
and with one another. Meetings are group-led, and no
preparation is required. Our interactions follow the
Principals for Contemplative Dialogue of the Merton
Institute for Contemplative Living.

Each quarter we will use as a guide the writings of a 
different Christian author. A short reading will serve each
meeting as a catalyst for reflection upon, and discussion of,
God in our daily lives. 

For the next few months, we will use Henri Nouwen as our
guide. Father Nouwen (1924-1996) was Dutch-born Roman
Catholic priest who studied religious spirituality and modern
psychology, serving on the faculty of Yale University, the
University of Notre Dame, and Harvard Divinity School. 
A teacher, counselor and author, Nouwen wrote more than
40 books, several translated into 22 languages. He lived the
last 10 years of his life at L’Arche community in Ontario for
adults with developmental disabilities. At each meeting, we
will use for reflection and discussion a short excerpt from 
“A Spirituality for Living” or “The Return of the Prodigal Son.”

Meetings are held 7-8 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday
evening of each month. The five meetings this quarter are
scheduled for January 15, February 5 and 19, and March 5
and 19. Email Matt Muldoon (mattmuldoon@msn.com) or
Sondra Krimmel (sskrimmel@gmail.com) for information
or to be added to the email list. Please feel welcome to join
at any time. n
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The Bookstore at Calvary
The Bookstore has a wide selection of books to celebrate the
Christmas season for readers of all ages:

Light Upon Light: A Literary Guide to Prayer for Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany compiled by Sarah Arthur contains
daily and weekly inspirational reading to help the reader
prayerfully experience God through the liturgical seasons 
of winter.

Celebrated author and Benedictine monk Anselm Grün
offers a daily reader of very simple and often direct Advent
reflections in Your Light Gives Us Hope: 24 Daily Practices 
for Advent. 

Melford “Bud” Holland’s Advent Presence: Kissed by the Past,
Beckoned by the Future offers a new look at Advent by seeing
the four weeks through the lens of morning, mid-day, later
afternoon and evening, and night. Photographs, stories, and
perspectives enrich our travel and invite us to other 
dimensions of experiencing Advent, as a season and as a
resource in our daily living.

Sybil MacBeth writes that Advent and Epiphany are the
often-neglected parentheses around Christmas. And they
deserve more attention and better publicity. This Season of
the Nativity sets the stage for the liturgical year, our yearlong
journey through Scripture and salvation history.

Episcopal priest Kate Moorehead invites us to enter the
story of salvation with our hearts and minds wide open,
experiencing the miracle of Jesus through the eyes of 
witnesses in I Witness: Living Inside the Stories of 
Advent & Christmas.

Tiny Blessings for a Merry Christmas by Amy Parker offers to
young readers a contemporary Christmas prayer set in a
board book format complimented by the illustrations of
Sarah Walsh. 

Christmas is the season most difficult to grasp and 
understand in all its spiritual richness. Sentimentality and
commercialism tend to obscure the profound mystery at its
heart: the Incarnation. God with Us: Rediscovering the
Meaning of Christmas edited by Greg Pennoyer and Gregory
Wolfe provides a perfect way to slow down and reconnect
with the traditions that illuminate the meaning of
Christmas and the Incarnation. 

Grown-up literary tastes can find the spirit of the season
and originality in format with Robert Sabuda’s stylized
paper engineering as the author recalls The Christmas Story.
This celebration of the Nativity story is a pop-up book 
constructed almost entirely from plain white paper with
gold accents. 

A cartoon-style retelling format is to be found within
Agostino Traini’s The Birth of Jesus. This book is a multi-
cultural pop-up highlighting Biblical events ranging from
an angel’s visit to Mary to the arrival of the Christ child and
the wise men who come to honor Him. 

The sixteenth Rector of Calvary has created a line of lip
balm that is available at the Calvary Bookstore. Balm XVI is
made from natural beeswax, organic shea butter, organic
coconut oil, and essential oil. They are be available in

peppermint,       lime,       grapefruit, and      orange.  n

For generations, readers have found in the writings of
Evelyn Underhill the guidance to help them deepen their
own interior lives in the Christian mystical tradition. 
In Advent with Evelyn Underhill, Anglican author and editor
Christopher Webber has carefully selected inspirational 
passages from Underhill’s most significant works, providing
readings for every day of Advent and Christmas.

The Bookstore is open Sundays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. During
the week, the Bookstore is open Tuesday through Thursday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. In December, we will also be open on
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until Noon. Cash, check, Discover®,
MasterCard®, and Visa® are accepted.

Also available in the Bookstore...

Christmas cards displaying the beauty of Calvary Episcopal
Church. The package consists of seven different cards, with
matching envelopes for $10. Each card is imprinted with a
Christmas verse and greeting. A project of The Architectural
History Committee.

Balm XVI

–continued in the next column

2018 Voters of Conscience

Political Program
Calvary members demonstrated their faithfulness through
civic engagement in their response to the Pennsylvania
Interfaith Impact Network’s (PIIN’s) 2018
Voters of Conscience Political Program during
the recent midterm election. This program
made us a part of a historical moment – NPR
reported that it was a 50 year high for a
midterm election with more than 47% of eligible voters 
casting ballots. Through word or writing, Calvary members
made commitments to vote, help nursing home residents get
absentee ballots, ask others to register to vote, remind friends
and family to vote, pray for the election, and much more.
Nancy Lapp and Lisa Knight canvassed the Calvary 
neighborhood for a couple informal voter registration drives,
and got a few folks to update their registrations. Steve Shandor,
Alan Lewis, Nancy Lapp, and John Buckman participated in
get out the vote phone banks at Temple Sinai with Temple
Sinai members (Thanks Temple Sinai!) – 20 callers called
through a list of 500 voters the week before the election, and
40 callers went through a list of 1,100 voters the night before
the elections. Thank you very much to all who helped. 

Please contact Steve Shandor (steve.shandor@gmail.com),
Bob King (rking52717@aol.com), or visit piin.org for more
information about PIIN. n
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The last day of Christian Formation classes and 
Nursery care for this calendar year will be 

Sunday, December 16. All will resume January 6, 2019.

All are welcome to join us in McClintic Hall on Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m. for this class, led by the Rector. n

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, Calvary,
or CYAM, welcome! For more information or to be added to
our email list, please contact The Rev. Neil Raman 
(nraman@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 112).

Friday, December 14, 7-10 p.m.
Please join us for the 5th annual Calvary Young Adult
Ministry Yule Ball. It is an opportunity for us to get 
together, dance, and enjoy each other’s company in the
midst of the holiday season. Childcare is available on
request. If you have any questions or are available to help set
up the evening before contact Neil. n

–Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
sroth@calvarypgh.org, 412.661.0120 ext. 116 n

Christmas Pageant
Thank you to everyone that has signed up to participate in
the Christmas Pageant! We will have a walk-through
rehearsal on Saturday, December 22. Those with speaking
roles, please arrive at 10:00; all others, please arrive at 11:00.
We will finish by noon.

If you would still like to be in the pageant, please let me
know and I will add your name to the cast list. If you cannot
come to rehearsal on the 22nd, just come to the Refectory on
Sunday morning, December 23 at 10:30. Please contact me
for more information or with any questions.

Miscellaneous...
• In Iceland, books are exchanged on Christmas Eve and
you spend the rest of the night reading. Iceland publishes
more books per capita than any other country; and new
books are typically published only during the Christmas
season. This frenzy is called Jólabókaflóð, or “Christmas
Book Flood.”

• ABC has been cutting scenes from 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas,” a 
television special about the excessive 
commercialization of Christmas, 
to make room for more commercials
from sponsors.

• Winter Solstice – Shortest Day of the Year: Solstices are
opposite on either side of the equator, so the winter solstice
in the Northern Hemisphere is the summer solstice in the
Southern Hemisphere and vice versa. The Northern
Hemisphere Winter Solstice in Pittsburgh is on Friday,
December 21, 2018 at 5:23 p.m. EST, and marks the first day
of winter. After this date, the days start getting “longer,” 
as the amount of daylight begins to increase. We will get 
91/2 hours of daylight that day, compared to 143/4 on 
the Summer solstice in 2019 which is Friday, June 21 at
11:54 a.m., marking the first day of summer.

• Miracle on 34th Street, a 1947 Christmas comedy-drama
film starring Maureen O’Hara, 
John Payne, Natalie Wood and Edmund
Gwenn takes place between
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day 
in New York City, and focuses on the
impact of a department store Santa Claus
who claims to be the real Santa. The film
was released in June of 1947 by Twentieth
Century-Fox because the company said
more people go to the movies in the
summer! The film won three Academy Awards, and in 2005
was selected for preservation in the National Film Registry
by the Library of Congress as being “culturally, historically
or aesthetically significant”. n

Women of Calvary Holiday 
Home Eucharist
Home eucharists are meaningful and
memorable occasions for both a social
and spiritual experience. Please come on
Thursday, December 13 from 6 – 8 p.m. 
The Rev. Leslie Reimer will celebrate the eucharist and 
a light supper will be served. Hosted by Margie Muldoon,
362 Lehigh Avenue, Shadyside, 15232. 

Please R.S.V.P. by December 10 to Margie at 412.216.1049 
or by an email to margiemuldoon@msn.com. n



-9-

How Calvary Can Protect 

the Environment
Climate Resolution Passed at Convention and Follow-up

We have all noticed increased climate disruption such as
hotter summers and more severe hurricane, flood, and fire
damage. Recently the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change released a report saying that even more far-reaching
changes than previously recommended are necessary to
keep our planet livable. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has
designated creation care along with racial reconciliation and
evangelism as one of the three major priorities of the
Episcopal Church. The Diocesan Convention unanimously
passed a resolution, written by Tom Slater of Calvary and
proposed by the Social Justice and Outreach Committee.
Parts of the resolution read as follows:

Resolution Regarding Protecting the Environment

Whereas there is compelling scientific evidence that 
climate warming is due to human activity, and humans
have the responsibility to protect the environment that
God has given us rather than damage it, and

Whereas the effects of climate warming fall more heavily
on the poor, both nationally and internationally, and it is
unjust that they should suffer for the conveniences made
possible by our prosperity, be it

Resolved that the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh commit
itself to becoming as thoroughly involved in the larger
sacred community of the natural world as possible by 
promoting environmentally positive actions in its 
parishes and communities; and be it further

Resolved that each parish encourage its parishioners to 
recycle, reuse and reduce their uses of water, electricity,
gasoline and other fossil fuels, and plastics, which are 
polluting the ocean.

To put some commitment behind this resolution, Calvary
members can take part in a three-month “What’s SUP
(Single Use Plastics)” challenge. The organizers are inviting
congregations, Earthcare teams, and individuals to take part
in a challenge to learn about plastics, reduce our own use of
them, and tell each other and the world what we’ve learned.
But it’s all still in the planning stages and we’d love to hear
your ideas. Please respond to eliseyoder@yahoo.com (Elise
Yoder) or buddem@att.net (Pat Buddemeyer).

The Key Events

• Kick-off: January 20 at Pittsburgh Friends (Quakers)
Meeting house, 4836 Ellsworth Ave.

• Screening the documentary “Bag It,” which follows an
endearing filmmaker as he learns how plastics affect our
oceans, our climate, and our bodies. 

• Brief presentation on how plastics production is related 
to southwest PA fracking and the planned regional 
petrochemical hub.

Weekly Offering Cards

Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards
in a basket in the Narthex or by the North Transept door
each week, take one, and place it in the offering plate. n

Please remember Calvary Church
in your will.

• Alternatives-to-plastics products for sale

• Food (gotta have food)

• Form interest groups 

(More events are planned through April)

Anyone who would like to be part of a Calvary Team, please
email Tom Slater at tslater@iup.edu.  n

–continued in the next column

Have you completed 
and returned your 

2019 Annual Appeal 
Pledge Card?

Soup Group Cooking Sessions
Check your calendar and see if any of these
dates will fit into your schedule. All of these
are Fridays: December 14, January 11, and
January 25. We meet in Calvary’s kitchen at
10 a.m.

Good news! We will be selling some of our delicious soups
on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 3. Feel free to request
that we make one of your favorites that you can purchase
that day. Proceeds from this sale will go towards updating
some of our kitchen items.

Please join us to cook or participate by delivering soup to a
fellow parishioner, friend, relative or neighbor. We are happy
to share!   

Any questions?  Contact me.
–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 n
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Agape Deadline
The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, January 4, 2019. Please e-mail your text
to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office.

Agape, the newsletter of Calvary Episcopal Church,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is published monthly (except
July), and is mailed to active members and friends of the
Parish. You may opt out of receiving a printed copy and 
read each issue online at www.calvarypgh.org. Contact the
Parish office at 412.661.0120 for details. n

Staying in Touch

Please contact Calvary’s Parish Administrator Kim Pieratt 
at the Church office if you have any questions about flower
memorials, prayer list additions, or scheduling of events. 
Kim can be contacted at 412.661.0120, ext. 111 or send 
an email to kpieratt@calvarypgh.org. We ask that you keep 
us informed if you have a home address, phone or 
email change. n

www.calvarypgh.org

Coffee, Conversation, 
No Confrontation – Update: 
Part 1: As the Requiem was set to
begin, masked ANTIFA activists,
assembling for a protest march at
Shady and Walnut, were met by
the Rector and sexton Ron with

coffee, cookies, and conciliation. Part 2: Before the service
commenced Elizabeth Gassler, solo cello, played Maurice
Ravel’s “Kadesh” in honor of Tree of Life victims. Duruflé’s
Requiem ensued, commemorating All Saints departed. 
All told, a slightly different perspective on the Tree of 
Life sorrows.

Memorials: Armistice/Veterans Day celebrated with tolling
bells at 11 and rededication of WWI monument after 
service… Color Guard and all. A very moving day.

Musical Remembrances Multiply: Impromptu “Musicians
for Peace” concert for the benefit of our Jewish neighbors
performed in the Nave.

Bookstore Temporarily Decamps for Mount Lebanon:
Dedicated volunteers determined to make Calvary’s 
mercies available – on location – for the good of Diocesan
Convention attendees.

We Never Close: A private Friday evening concert, a
Saturday morning funeral, and afternoon wedding, regular
services on Sunday, and a beautifully performed and 
well-attended Service of Lessons and Carols that evening –
All in a weekend’s worship.

Altar Linens, Albs, and All Other Launderables Receive
More Respect: In the name of cleanliness, esteemed new
staff member, who now has to work there, requests laundry
room be stripped and repainted. So be it! (Dryer vent
exhaust pipe made legal in the process.)

Dumpster Down: The recycling one. Too much neighborhood
mis-use for which we were paying. Replaced by smaller bins
kept closer to building. Another parking space, Y’all.  n

-30-

Music, Memorials, and More



–continued in the next column

News of the

Episcopal Diocese 

of Pittsburgh

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, December 9, 2018]

Diocesan Transitions

November, 2018
The Rev. Charles Hamill and his wife, Bethany, celebrated
the birth of their first child, Owen Gregory, on March 16,
2018. Effective May 30, 2018, the canonical residency of 
Fr. Hamill was transferred from the Diocese of Pittsburgh to
the Diocese of Connecticut, where he now serves as Rector
of Grace Episcopal Church, Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

Effective August 13, 2018, Bishop McConnell, with the
advice and consent of the Standing Committee, rescinded
the release from ministry in The Episcopal Church of the
Rev. Simon Barnes, who is restored as a duly licensed
ordained priest in the Episcopal Church. Fr. Barnes is now
serving as Interim Rector of St. Francis in the Fields
Episcopal Church, Harrods Creek, Kentucky.

The Rev. Wade Lawrence is now serving as Deacon at Trinity
Cathedral, effective September 1, 2018. Deacon Lawrence
previously served as Deacon at All Saints, Brighton Heights.

Effective September 5, 2018, the Rev. Neil Raman has 
transferred his canonical residency to the Diocese of
Pittsburgh from the Diocese of Long Island. Fr. Raman is
Associate Rector of Calvary, East Liberty.

The Rev. Daniel Hall and the Rev. Canon Natalie Hall are
pleased to announce the birth of their daughter Evangeline
Dalia Elizabeth Hall, 6 lbs. 9 oz., 20.5 inches, at 9:29 p.m. on
September 7, 2018. 

Mr. Jamie McMahon has been appointed by Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry to a three-year term on the board of
directors for Forward Movement. Mr. McMahon is advance-
ment director at Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh, and
senior warden of Calvary, East Liberty. Forward Movement,
located in Cincinnati, is best known for its publication
Forward Day by Day, and also offers books, curricula, 
conferences, websites, apps, and other online resources.

Effective September 27, 2018, the Rev. Tina Lynn Lockett
has transferred her canonical residency from the Diocese of
Pittsburgh to the Diocese of Upper South Carolina, where
she serves as Canon for Pastoral Care at Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral in Columbia, South Carolina.

The Rev. Canon Shawn Malarkey has resigned as Canon to
the Ordinary, effective September 30, 2018, following a 
diagnosis of multiple sclerosis. Canon Malarkey remains
engaged in parish ministry as Rector of Nativity, Crafton,
and will continue to assist with the communication efforts
of the diocese.

The Rev. Nancy Chalfant-Walker has resigned as Rector of
St. Stephen’s, Wilkinsburg, effective October 14, 2018, and is
looking forward to spending more time with family in
retirement.

Bishop McConnell has appointed Ms. Jean Adams, member
of Calvary, East Liberty, to serve a three-year term on the
Commission on Ministry. In addition, the Standing
Committee has appointed to the Commission the Rev.
Garrett Yates, Assistant Rector of St. Paul's, Mt. Lebanon, to
fulfill the unexpired term of the Rev. Charles Hamill.

Marilyn Dilg, wife of 57 years to the Rev. Arthur Dilg,
passed away on October 31, 2018 after several months of 
illness. Marilyn was a registered nurse who served as 
director of the Social Services and Discharge Planning
Department for many years. In addition to her husband, 
she is survived by two daughters and one son, nine grand-
children and seven great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Martin Wright has been called to serve as Priest-
in-Charge of Advent, Jeannette, effective November 1, 2018,
following the retirement of the Rev. Vicente Santiago. 
Fr. Wright also serves as Chaplain at Heartland Hospice. n

Cookie Walk Fundraiser in

Wilkinsburg

Not a cookie baker? Don’t have time to bake?

Then we have the solution for you! The bakers of 
St. Stephen’s in Wilkinsburg will be holding a cookie walk
fundraiser on December 15-16, 2018 in our gymnasium.
Saturday from 12–2 p.m. and Sunday from 12–1:30 p.m.

You can take a walk along the trays of cookies and decide
which delicious cookies you would like to share with your
holiday guests. You will be given a container or two to 
fill and the cost is $7 for a small container and $10 for a 
large container.

We also have some specialty items that
will be individually priced. Please call
the church office at 412.243.6100 with
questions.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church is 
located at 600 Pitt Street, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221 n



Presiding Bishop offers tribute to

Former President George Herbert

Walker Bush
[December 1, 2018] The following statement from
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is in 
tribute to Former President George Herbert Walker Bush.

With a grateful nation, and many around the world, we of
the Episcopal Church give thanks to God, the source of life
and love, for the life, the public and private witness of
President George Herbert Walker Bush. 

Through his enduring commitment to public service and
his steadfast devotion to his family, he lived the way of Jesus
through a life shaped by faith, hope and, above all, love.
Through his unswerving service to our country and to the
human community around the globe, he embodied the
noblest ideals of his faith and his country.

President Bush will be an enduring reminder that virtues
like kindness, gentleness and goodness are among the things
that truly endure, and that chart the way to our living as the
human family of God.

In him we have beheld a great soul, and been reminded of
the hope that, by God’s grace, we can live likewise. 

May his soul and the souls of all the departed rest in peace
and rise in glory. Amen.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
The Episcopal Church

The funeral for former president George HW Bush was held
December 5 at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.  n

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh mailing address:
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-721-0853  |  info@episcopalpgh.org

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, Bishop

412-721-0853 ext. 252  |  dmcconnell@episcopalpgh.org 

Judi Rogers, Executive Assistant

412-721-0853 ext. 251  |  jrogers@episcopalpgh.org n

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
December 9: Church of the Advent, Brookline, and 
the Reverend Richard Pollard.

December 16: Church of the Good Shepherd, Hazelwood,
the Reverend Huett Fleming, and the Reverend John Mark
Feuerstein.

December 23: Church of the Nativity, Crafton, and the
Reverend Shawn Malarkey.

December 30: Diocesan staff including Rich Creehan, 
Joan Gundersen, Natalie Hall, Kim Karashin, 
Andy Muhl, Marlene Rihn, Judi Rogers, Andy Roman 
and Kathi Workman. n

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, December 9, 2018]

Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org
Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. n

Stay in Touch with the Diocese

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
December 9 Advent, Brookline

December 16 Good Shepherd, Hazelwood 

December 23 Nativity, Crafton

December 24 Trinity Cathedral (Christmas Eve) n

State Department Renews Contract
with Episcopal Migration Ministries
[December 3, 2018] On November 30,
2018, the Department of State Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration
announced that Episcopal Migration
Ministries, along with the other eight
national agencies responsible for 
resettling refugees in the United States, has
been awarded a contract to participate in
the Reception and Placement Program
for fiscal year 2019. 

As the iconic 1938 image from the Diocese of Southern
Ohio invites us: “In the name of these refugees, aid all
refugees,” so in this season of giving, and in the name of the
holiest refugees Mary, Joseph, and the Lord Jesus, aid all
refugees today. n

Strengthening family ties, sparking
transformation with Diocese of Cuba
Now that Cuba is officially back in the Episcopal Church’s
fold, Bishop Griselda Delgado Del Carpio is hoping her 
diocese will live more fully and deeply into the spirit of the
reunification, creating partnerships while deepening 
relationship with U.S. siblings. n
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Our Parish Life

Tammy Lewis
Tammy Lewis has been named the Director of the Beginnings 
Pre-School at Calvary by the Rector, after a unanimous vote of 
recommendation by the Board at their meeting on December 5.
She became Interim Director this summer following Ann
Martino who took a position as Head of Lower School at Ellis.

Tammy did a fantastic job this summer and fall as Interim and
surpassed all my expectations. The enrollment is at an all-time
high of 60 children aged 2-5. All the classrooms for Beginnings, that double as Sunday
School classrooms, were renovated ahead of schedule and were paid for by budget 
surpluses in the school. She next has plans to renovate the playground near the 
Swan Garden. There is a joyful spirit about the program.

Tammy brings many years of experience as an early childhood educator along with
practical skills of managing an office. She is also a Sunday School teacher at Calvary 
and has served as an usher. 

Please join us in welcoming Tammy Lewis to the Beginnings community as our 
new Director. –Jonathon n
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SHELDON CALVARY CAMP
HOLY EUCHARIST at 

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Join us at 3 p.m. in the Refectory

All are welcome!
Campers, families, staff, alumni, and friends

Please join us and spread the good news

Plan ahead for these 
2018–19 service dates
December 30 • January 27
February 24 • March 24

April 28 • May 26
[Summer Break]

September 22 • October 27
November 24 • December 29
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LIME
Grapefruit

ORANGE

Peppermint

ON SALE IN THE BOOKSTORE
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Discuss contemporary and classic LGBTQ fiction and nonfiction

January 24, 2019
First Person Plural by Andrew W. M. Beierle
Conjoined twins Owen and Porter Jamison, inhabiting one body with two heads, one torso, 
and two very different hearts, find their tentative bond threatened when Owen discovers that 
he is gay, which nearly destroys Porter's marriage as a complicated romantic rectangle develops.
The author, Andrew Beierle, will be joining our discussion via Skype to share his 
inspiration and insight into this fascinating novel.

February 28, 2019
Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body by Roxane Gay
The best-selling author of Bad Feminist presents a searingly frank memoir of food, weight, 
self-image and learning how to feed one's hunger in healthy ways, drawing on the popular 
essays of her long-running Tumblr blog to illuminate the challenges of navigating the boundaries 
between self-comfort and self-care.

March 28, 2019
Disobedience by Naomi Alderman
Learning that her Orthodox Jewish rabbi father has passed away, Manhattan single woman Ronit 
Krushka returns to the home she fled years earlier and reconnects with a beloved cousin and a 
forbidden childhood sweetheart, only to become a threat to her former community.
Please join us for a showing of the movie, Disobedience, on Saturday, March 30 
at 2 pm in Classroom A!

April 25, 2019
All Out: The No-Longer-Secret Stories of Queer Teens throughout the Ages
Saundra Mitchell, editor
A collection of historical fiction featuring a transgender soldier, two girls falling in love while 
mourning Kurt Cobain, and forbidden love in a sixteenth-century Spanish convent.

May 23, 2019
Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family 
by Amy Ellis Nutt
The inspiring true story of a transgender girl, her identical twin brother, and an ordinary American 
family’s extraordinary journey to understand, nurture, and celebrate the right to be different—from 
the Pulitzer Prize–winning science reporter for The Washington Post.

Some book descriptions taken from NoveList, © 2018 EBSCO Publishing
More information can be found at carnegielibrary.org and at lavenderbook.club

MAIN  
4400 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15213

Lavender Book Club:
An LGBTQ Book Discussion Group

Fourth Thursday of the month    6:30 pm
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