
Welcoming all in the name of Christ

The Second Sunday of Advent

December 9, 2018

9 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

CALVARY
EPISCOPAL CHURCH



Prelude on Veni, Redemptor Gentium Samuel Scheidt
The Congregation is asked to sit as far forward as possible, 

using the front pews of the Nave and of the Transepts.

THE WORD OF GOD
All stand as the ministers enter.

Opening Acclamation BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 355
Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Trisagion Holy God, holy and mighty HYMNAL, S 102
(all sing together three times)

Hymnal “S”–numbers refer to Service Music, printed at the front of the Hymnal.

Collect of the Day

The Readings   All sit for the Lessons and Psalm.

The Lesson Baruch 5:1-9

Canticle 16   All say together.

The Epistle Philippians 1:3-11

Gospel Alleluia-Verse

The dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace. –Luke 1:78-79

The Holy Gospel    All standing Luke 3:1-6
Response before the Gospel Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Response after the Gospel Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer

The Nicene Creed    Congregation standing BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 358

The Prayers of the People
Intercessor: Come, O come, Emmanuel,
People: come and save us.

9:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist, Rite II



Confession and Absolution BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 360

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

All may greet one another.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn   Comfort, comfort ye my people HYMNAL, 67
All stand and sing together

Eucharistic Prayer B BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 367

Sanctus   Holy, holy, holy Lord          All sing together HYMNAL, S 129

The service continues on page 368 of THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

The Lord’s Prayer   All say together

The Breaking of the Bread  (A brief silence is kept.)
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to receive Communion may come forward for a blessing.

Parents are encouraged to bring children to receive Communion or a blessing.

Music at Communion   Verset on Veni, Redemptor Gentium Scheidt

Post-Communion Prayer BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 366
Said by all together, kneeling.

The Blessing

Final Hymn   On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry HYMNAL, 76

Dismissal    All respond Thanks be to God.

Postlude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland Johann Sebastian Bach

All who wish to listen to the postlude from the Choir Stalls are invited to do so.
Christian Formation classes for all ages begin at 10 a.m.

The Lutheran hymn, Savior of the nations come, on which the Postlude is based, 
is itself based upon a Latin original, from which Luther paraphrased both the text
(thought to date back to St. Ambrose in the fourth century) and the melody.
Today’s Prelude and Communion music are based on the Latin form of the melody
(though the composer knew Luther’s version well, also). The Postlude is a treatment
of Luther’s tune, with a vigorous three-voice fugue proceeding above the four
phrases of chorale-tune in the bass.

MUSICAL NOTES
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11 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II



11:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Prelude   Sonata in G major: Adagio & Allegro Johann Sebastian Bach
Patricia Halverson, viola da gamba

Introit   Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord Alan Lewis
Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord! –Isaiah 40: 3-5

THE WORD OF GOD

Entrance Hymn   On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry HYMNAL, 76

Opening Acclamation BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 355
Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Kyrie eleison HYMNAL,S 84

“Kyrie” and “Christe” sung by the Choir; “eleison” sung by all.
Hymnal “S”–numbers refer to Service Music, printed at the front of the Hymnal.

The Collect of the Day    All remain standing.
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.  The Priest prays the Collect; all say Amen.

The Readings All sit for the Lesson and Epistle. The texts of the Readings are printed on the Insert.

The Lesson Baruch 5:1-9

Canticle 16 Tone 8
The Choir sings the Refrain, and all repeat it

The Epistle Philippians 1:3-11

Sequence Hymn   Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding HYMNAL, 59

The Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-6
Response before the Gospel Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Response after the Gospel Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer

Nicene Creed  All standing BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 358

The Prayers of the People   Congregation standing
Intercessor: Come, O come, Emmanuel,
People: come and save us.

Confession and Absolution BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 360

The Peace   All may greet one another in the Lord’s name.

Welcome and Announcements



THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory   Look Toward the East Thomas Pavlechko
Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God.
Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away;
they are coming, gathered from east and west, 
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem.
And put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.
Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;
Put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;
For God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven.
For God will give you evermore the name, Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east,
and see your children, gathered from east and west,
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.
Look toward the east, O Jerusalem. Arise! –Baruch 4:36-5:5

Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessings flow! HYMNAL, 380, stanza 3
All stand and sing the hymn together

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 367

Sanctus   Holy, holy, holy Lord HYMNAL,S 131
All sing together; the congregation may stand or kneel.

The service continues on page 368 of THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.
The congregation may stand or kneel.

Memorial Acclamation



The Lord’s Prayer   all say together BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 364

The Breaking of the Bread (A brief silence is kept.)

Fraction Anthem   Jesus, Lamb of God HYMNAL, S 166

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. An usher will guide you 
to the altar rail or pulpit station. At the altar rail, kneel or stand, with hands cupped 

one on top of the other, to receive the consecrated bread. Please guide the chalice 
containing the wine to your lips. If you do not wish to receive directly from the chalice, 

you may dip a portion of the wafer carefully into the wine, or you may simply 
cross your arms over your chest as the Chalice Bearer passes. 

Parents are encouraged to bring children to receive Communion or a blessing. 
Those not wishing to receive Communion may come forward for a blessing.

Gluten free wafers are available upon request at the pulpit station

After receiving Communion, those who would like to receive laying on of hands and 
prayers for healing may go to the altar rail in the Lady Chapel. 

Communion Music   Öffne dich, mein ganzes Herze Bach
Öffne dich, mein ganzes Herze, Open thou, my whole heart:
Jesus kommt und ziehet ein. Jesus comes and enters in.
Bin ich gleich nur Staub und Erde, Though I am but dust and ashes,
Will er mich doch nicht verschmäh’n, yet he will not scorn me,
seine Lust an mir zu seh’n, but will see his delight in me,
das ich seine Wohnung werde. That I may be his dwelling.
O wie selig, werd’ ich sein. O how blessed I shall be!

–Erdmann Neumeister
Sarah Nadler, soprano

Communion Hymn   Redeemer of the nations, come HYMNAL, 55

Post-Communion Prayer BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 366
Said by all together, kneeling.

The Blessing

Final Hymn   Prepare the way, O Zion HYMNAL, 65

Dismissal   All respond: Thanks be to God.

Postlude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland Bach

All who wish to listen to the postlude from the Choir Stalls are invited to do so.
Coffee and fellowship follows in the Parish Hall.



MUSICAL NOTES

Warm thanks to Patricia Halverson, of Chatham Baroque, for playing the
Prelude this morning: two movements of Bach’s Sonata in G major for viola da
gamba and harpsichord. 

The Lutheran hymn, Savior of the nations come, on which the Postlude is based,
is itself based upon a Latin original, from which Luther paraphrased both the
text (thought to date back to St. Ambrose in the fourth century) and the
melody. Today’s Communion music is an aria drawn from a cantata inspired by
that chorale (though both the text and the music of this movement were new
compositions). Following this, we sing an English version of Ambrose’s text 
and its melody. The Postlude is a treatment of Luther’s tune, with a vigorous
three-voice fugue proceeding above the four phrases of chorale-tune in the bass.



The Second Sunday of Advent December 9, 2018

Participants in Today’s Services
8 a.m. –The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Celebrant & Preacher . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer
Lector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peggy O’Rourke
Chalice Bearer  . . . . . . . . .Anna Brophy

9 a.m. –The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Celebrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Neil K. Raman
Preacher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer
Acolyte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Bailey
Lectors & Chalice Bearers  .James Southwood, Mary Lou Southwood

11 a.m. –The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Celebrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Jonathon W. Jensen
Preacher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer
Assisting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Neil K. Raman
Verger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fred Roth
Acolytes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daniel Geroni, Brian Bongiovi, Ben Maye, 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Samara Knight

Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Weiss, Jamie McMahon, Gillian Cannell
Chalice Bearers  . . . . . . . . .Martha Robbins, Walter Bowman, 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sheldon Knight

Flower Delivery  . . . . . . . .Sherry Bloom, Robin Kamin
Hospitality Hour Hosts  . .The Acolytes

5 p.m. –CandleMass
Celebrant & Preacher . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer
Lector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lindsay Dragan
Chalice Bearer  . . . . . . . . .Richard Howland

Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . .Melissa Crimmins’ Team

Newcomers and Guests are always welcome at Calvary Church. Our service
uses the three books located in the pew: The Book of Common Prayer, 
The Hymnal 1982, and Lift Every Voice and Sing. Directions in the service 
bulletin indicate where it is customary to stand or kneel. We invite you to 
participate as you are able. We hope you will take a moment to read and complete
the Welcome Card in the pew, and place it in the offertory plate as it passes. 

Children of all ages are welcome in worship services. Packets of 
materials for children are available from the ushers. Nursery Care is available 
during the 9 a.m. and the 11 a.m. services. The Infants’ and Toddlers’ Nursery 
is downstairs on the Christian Education level.

Weekly Offering Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards in a basket in the
Narthex or by the North Transept door each week, take one, and place it in the
offering plate.

Welcome



Our Parish Life
Tammy Lewis
Tammy Lewis has been named the Director of the Beginnings 
Pre-School at Calvary by the Rector, after a unanimous vote of 
recommendation by the Board at their meeting on December 5. 
She became Interim Director this summer following Ann Martino
who took a position as Head of Lower School at Ellis.

Tammy did a fantastic job this summer and fall as Interim and surpassed all my 
expectations. The enrollment is at an all-time high of 60 children aged 2-5. All the 
classrooms for Beginnings, that double as Sunday School classrooms, were renovated
ahead of schedule and were paid for by budget surpluses in the school. She next has
plans to renovate the playground near the Swan Garden. There is a joyful spirit about
the program.

Tammy brings many years of experience as an early childhood educator along with
practical skills of managing an office. She is also a Sunday School teacher at Calvary 
and has served as an usher. 

Please join us in welcoming Tammy Lewis to the Beginnings community as our new
Director. –Jonathon

Women of Calvary Holiday Home Eucharist
Home eucharists are meaningful and memorable occasions for both a social and 
spiritual experience. Please come on Thursday, December 13 from 6 – 8 p.m. 
The Rev. Leslie Reimer will celebrate the eucharist and a light supper will be served.
Hosted by Margie Muldoon, 362 Lehigh Avenue, Shadyside, 15232. Please R.S.V.P. by
December 10 to Margie at 412.216.1049 or by an email to margiemuldoon@msn.com.

Cookie Walk Fundraiser in Wilkinsburg
Not a cookie baker? Don’t have time to bake? Then we have the solution for you! 
The bakers of St. Stephen’s in Wilkinsburg will be holding a cookie walk fundraiser on
December 15-16, 2018 in the gymnasium – Saturday from 12–2 p.m. and Sunday
from 12–1:30 p.m. You can take a walk along the trays of cookies and decide which
delicious cookies you would like to share with your holiday guests. You will be given a
container or two to fill and the cost is $7 for a small container and $10 for a large 
container. We also have some specialty items that will be individually priced. Please 
call the church office at 412.243.6100 with questions. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church is
located at 600 Pitt Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

“Food of the Month”
East End Cooperative Ministry operates the second largest food pantry in Pittsburgh.
On their wish list for December is rice; in January, it’s Rice-a-Roni. Of course, you may
donate any food item. Please leave your items in the shopping cart in the Parish Hall.

Hospitality Hour after the 11 o’clock service
Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, honoring a particular event or 
person or asking your group or organization. Please sign up on the display in the
Parish Hall or contact Judy Wootten at 724.733.1660 or by email at wootten@
windstream.net – to schedule. Thank you!

The Soup Group
Please come to Calvary’s kitchen on Friday, December 14 at 10 a.m. if you would like to
cook with us. New recipes and chefs are always welcome. Email me if you have a good
recipe and I will buy the ingredients. If you are unable to cook (or don’t like to cook!)
please consider taking soup to a friend, neighbor, family member that would enjoy
warm bowl of soup. –Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921



Second Sundays, at 5 p.m.

Today, and January 13
An intimate celebration of the Holy Eucharist, with music ranging from Gregorian
Chant to the present day, led by the Calvary Schola. Light and shadow, Word and 
gesture, sound and scent combine to draw us to the threshold of the Holy.

Reminder:

2018 EECM “Berry” gifts are due TODAY!
If you have not done so already, please:

Bring the wrapped gift to the Parish Hall with the berry firmly attached
(code showing) by 1 p.m. TODAY. Please include a gift receipt for clothing or
shoes, and batteries for any gift that requires them.

Drop off Giant Eagle $25 gift certificates at the Calvary reception desk. 

EECM needs to deliver these gifts before they start their massive holiday food
distribution, and we appreciate your cooperation in meeting this deadline.
Please contact Ros Stone (412-781-9329 or roslyn@pitt.edu) or John Wilson
(jwwbass1@gmail.com) if you have questions. Thank you for your support of
this EECM program!

Christmas Memorials
If you would like to have your loved ones remembered in the

Christmas Eve Order of Service, please fill out this form and return it, 
with your donation, by Monday, December 17, 2018.

Name (as you would like it to appear):   please print

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Donor’s name: _________________________________________

Donor’s telephone: ______________________________________

Please circle your preference: 
Flowers    Music    Where needed

Please return this form to the Church office 
or mail to: Lynda Kennedy

Calvary Episcopal Church, 
315 Shady Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206



Sunday  December 9, 2018
The Second Sunday of Advent

7:30 A.M. Coffee
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Choristers’ Rehearsal
10:00 A.M. Christian Formation Classes
10:00 A.M. Class on the Book of Romans
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir Warm-Up
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
12:15 P.M. Hospitality Hour
3:45 P.M. Schola Call
5:00 P.M. CandleMass
6:00 P.M. Reception for CandleMass

Monday  December 10, 2018
Karl Barth, Pastor and Theologian, 1968; 
Thomas Merton, Contemplative and Writer, 1968

9:30 A.M. ESL
6:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist
7:00 P.M. Contemplative Prayer
7:00 P.M. St. Augustine’s Fellowship

Tuesday  December 11, 2018
8:30 A.M. Beginnings
11:00 A.M. Staff Meeting
4:00 P.M. Audit Committee Meeting
4:00 P.M. Diocesan Standing Committee
7:00 P.M. Coventry Circle
7:00 P.M. AA

Wednesday  December 12, 2018
7:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
8:30 A.M. Beginnings
9:45 A.M. ESL
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist
3:00 P.M. CLASP (off-site)
3:30 P.M. Cathedral Working Group
5:00 P.M. Troubadors
5:00 P.M. Amnesty International 

Write-a-Thon
6:00 P.M. EfM

Thursday  December 13, 2018
Lucy (Lucia), Martyr at Syracuse, 304

8:30 A.M. Beginnings
9:30 A.M. EfM
9:30 A.M. ESL
9:45 A.M. ESL
11:30 A.M. Beginnings Christmas Program 
6:00 P.M. Women of Calvary 

Home Eucharist
7:30 P.M. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday  December 14, 2018
Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross), Mystic, 1591

10:00 A.M. Soup Group Cooking
7:00 P.M. CYAM Yule Ball

Saturday  December 15, 2018
John Horden, Bishop and Missionary in Canada, 1893;
Robert McDonald, Priest, 1913

10:00 A.M. Peanut Butter & Jam Concert
11:30 A.M. Peanut Butter & Jam Concert 

Sunday  December 16, 2018
The Third Sunday of Advent

7:30 A.M. Coffee
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Choristers’ Rehearsal
10:00 A.M. Christian Formation Classes
10:00 A.M. Class on the Book of Romans
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir Warm-Up
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
12:15 P.M. Hospitality Hour
4:00 P.M. Cello Students’ Concert

*To make reservations for starred events, 
for which a meal is being prepared, 
please telephone the church office, 

412.661.0120, extension 140.

Weekday Eucharists
Monday: 6 P.M.; Wednesday: 7A.M., and 10:30 A.M. (Healing Service);

Announcements are continued

on the insert sheet

The Calendar

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be offered on January 13, 2019 – The First 
Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord, at 11 a.m. If you or someone
you know desires to partake in this sacrament please contact the Reverend Neil K.
Raman (nraman@calvarypgh.org or 412.661.0120 ext. 112) as soon as possible, so 
that the appropriate preparation and arrangements can be made.



Our Parish Life
The Sheldon Calvary Camp Service
It is an informal celebration of the Holy Eucharist that will meet in the Refectory at 
3 p.m. on Sunday, December 30. The Rev. Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and we use
music from the Camp songbook. Mark your calendars and join us when you can.

Spiritual Reflection – Rainer Maria Rilke
Meetings will be held 7-8 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday evening of each month. 
The meetings will continue on December 18. Email Matt Muldoon (mattmuldoon@
msn.com) or Sondra Krimmel (sskrimmel@ gmail.com) for more information or to be
added to the email list. Please feel welcome to join at any time.

Blue Christmas Service
If the Christmas season makes you a little lost or blue, and you feel the need to light a
candle along with others who understand, please join East Liberty Presbyterian Church
(116 S. Highland Ave. 15206) on Saturday, December 15 at 7 p.m. for a Blue Christmas
Service. Afterwards, we’ll share some warm and tasty food and feel the accepting 
presence of our God and friends. All are always welcome.

Bookstore at Calvary
The Bookstore has Christmas gifts for everyone on your list! A feast of offerings for every
taste including Advent books, calendars, candles and wreaths as well as Balm XVI natural
lip balms in four flavors created by the sixteenth Rectory of Calvary, Christmas books,
cards, ornaments and wall decorations, Episcopal hoodies, ties, t-shirts and sweatshirts,
home decorations including unique glass crosses, nativities from around the world,
Thistle Farms natural body care products, and a variety of jewelry. Gift certificates are
also available. The Bookstore is open Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesday through
Thursday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. In December, we are open Saturdays 10 a.m. to Noon. Cash,
check, Discover®, MasterCard®, and Visa® are accepted.

Christian Formation
Classes for all ages begin at 10 a.m.

A Class on the Book of Romans
Join us in McClintic Hall (choir room) on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. for this class, 
led by the Rector.

Calvary Young Adult Ministry
Friday, December 14, 7–10 p.m. Yule Ball at Calvary Refectory

Christmas Pageant
Thank you to everyone that has signed up to participate in the Christmas Pageant! 
We will have a walk-through rehearsal on Saturday, December 22. Those with speaking
roles, please arrive at 10:00; all others, please arrive at 11:00. We will finish by noon.

If you would still like to be in the pageant, please let me know and I will add your name
to the cast list. If you cannot come to rehearsal on the 22nd, just come to the Refectory
on Sunday morning, December 23 at 10:30. Please contact me for more information or
with any questions. –Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation

sroth@calvarypgh.org, 412.661.0120 ext. 116



For the Anglican Communion, and for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury: 
Falkland Islands, Extra-Provincial to Canterbury: The Right Reverend
Timothy Thornton.

For the Episcopal Church, and for The Most Reverend Michael Curry, 
Presiding Bishop.

For the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and for The Right Reverend Dorsey 
W. M. McConnell, Bishop.

For the parishes of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, especially 
Church of the Advent, Brookline, and the Reverend Richard Pollard.

Let us pray for those serving in the armed forces: Francis Lee (S. Korea), 
Christine DeForest, Logan Long, Wade Hursh (USA).

For those who are ill or convalescing: Henry, Diane, Elise Power, Gary, Ros Stone,
Bob Barry, Kay Short, Mary Ann Owens, Lynne Carvel, Hazel Dixon, 
Tom, John W.M. Patricia M., John P.M., Mark Mazzoccoli, Bob Kenny,
Carole Johnston, Mary Frank, Elizabeth Burgwin.

Let us remember those who continue in our prayers: Charles Mullen, 
Cynthia McCormick, David Rollins, Julie Grimstad, John Clark, 
Aileen Keyes, Bob Carver, Nancy Follansbee.

Let us pray for those who have been commended to our prayers:
Clare Lorkovic, Hilary, Joe Norton, Beryl Choi+, Lisa Blake, 
Carol Corimski, Margaret Ward, Betty and Steve Shandor, Sr., 
Hanan El Shair, Mildred Shears, William Marchl+, Mary and Charles, 
James Darby, Diane Schlesinger, Kai Duffy, Mary Jean, Jackie Rogers, 
Evelyn Emtage, David, Barbara Bonnett, Marion Minnock, Bart Hafer, 
James Cox, James Orr, Tom Taylor, Sally Cassetti, Stephen Carlson, 
Ginny and Bill Wood, Mary Ann Greer, Lisa Sobek, Marty, Betty Hicks, 
Wini Eichelberger, Tom and Joy Halapin, Dave, Nancy Grundman, 
Isaac Sher, Harold Bonnett, Nicole de Vallance, Kristen, David, Dale, 
Sara Mercer, Coleman, John & Evelyn Nickle, Fay Allen.

For people throughout the world living with HIV and AIDS.

For all those with long-term or life-threatening illnesses.

For those in hospice care. 

For caregivers.

We give thanks for the marriage of James Washington and Nicholas Manning.

For those who have died: Linde D’Andrea, Anne Browne, Avram Machtiger, 
Jim Scott.

For those in whose memory altar flowers are given:

High Altar Laurence Frederick Eames.

Normon Ernst, by Lauren Ernst, Christine Dixon-Ernst, 
Alix Dixon-Ernst, and Julie & Geoffrey Dixon-Ernst.

George F. and Ruth M. Roth, by their family.

Lady Chapel Fletcher Hodges, Jr. and Sarah Margaret Hodges, 
by their family.

{ To add or remove names from the Prayer List, please contact Kim Pieratt 
at the church office : 412.661.0120, ext. 111; kpieratt@calvarypgh.org }

The Prayers of the People



We all use filters like preference or non-preference. We filter anticipated 
outcomes. Are there deeper spiritual considerations? Questions like, Is this 
possibility good or final or impossible or even essentially outside all our 
categories? Can we see that our movement through anticipation, joy and hope
towards the arrival of a completely renewed chapter in our history requires of
us a growing capacity to trust? Most of us have our favorite news sources, 
social media, and other grapevines. The question is what are we preparing for?
How will we know when we are ready? Will we recognize the actual outcome 
of our efforts or will we misinterpret the signs and their significance? 

We don’t often hear street corner preaching these days unless you happen to go
to political demonstrations. Something about there being a gathering already
organized brings some of the most truly off-base preachers out of the wood
work. Sometimes though in the right neighborhood you can hear someone
singing his or her soul out to you. Somehow the air is sweeter and the light a
little brighter around these folks. Many hurry by, not knowing what to expect.
This is exactly the circumstance I am trying to describe. Encountering 
something outside our ordinary experience happens when we travel, visit a
museum, even going across a bridge or through a tunnel in Pittsburgh. It also
happens when we can’t find something that seems necessary and we have to
look for something else. All in all, this is not as foreign an experience as it 
may sound. 

If we keep looking for the same things, we are going to continue to find the
same things. Even looking for novel things, we often find only what our idea 
of novelty defines. There is a way of looking at things as being re-made in the
image of things hoped for and the assurance of things unseen. Keeping our
frame of reference as creatures we are especially equipped to know the 
handiwork of our creator. The herald of the coming Messiah, John the Baptist,
would not have understood entirely the way Jesus taught of God’s kingdom. 
He would not have understood what Jesus meant when Jesus said the kingdom
has come near or that it was within each of us. These are aspects of
Incarnational theology that were not part of the Hebrew religious imagination.
Yet John did know (though I don’t think he “knew” how) that Jesus was the
Lamb of God. –Geoffrey Royce

Advent Meditation



Now Available in The Bookstore at Calvary



Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Baruch [5:1-9]

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put
on forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the 
righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the
glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere
under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous
Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.
For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God
will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills
be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that 
Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant
tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with
joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come
from him.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Canticle 16

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *

from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *

and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *

holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
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To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians [1:3-11]

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke 
[3:1-6]

Response before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

Response after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Large print copies of the 
service materials 

and listening devices are 
available from the ushers. 
Please ask in the Narthex.
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