
Expectant Waiting

This time of year is extra-busy for everyone, but you already
knew that. All the shopping, parties, and seasonal activities 
add to the regular hectic pace of life. To help us slow down 
and focus on what matters most, the Church gives us the 
season of Advent to prepare to welcome Christ at Christmas.

We believe God becomes one of us in Jesus and enters our
world right where we are in the midst of it all. Jesus’s birth, 
like the birth of any child, comes when it is time whether 
we are ready or not. Part of the gift of Advent is to prepare
expectantly for Christ to arrive at Christmas so we are more
aware to welcome Christ to be born in and through us at all
times and in all places. Active, expectant waiting reminds us
that we should expect Jesus to show up, look for it, and 
welcome the arrival.

This season, I began a new exercise to help me practice expectant waiting. I began writing down all 
I do throughout the day to see where and how and through whom Jesus had become incarnate. God is
always present. The practice of writing down all I do throughout the day helped me pay attention more
clearly to how God had already shown up and look for how God might become present in the future.
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–continued on page 2

Christmas Eve: December 24
4 p.m. and 11 p.m.

The Rev. Jonathon W. Jensen, preacher

Holy Eucharist and Sermon, with carols and special music for choir, brass, and organ. 
Music begins 30 minutes before each service.

Childcare will be provided during the 4 p.m. service.

v v v

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25, at 9:30 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist with sermon and Christmas carols.
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An Ordinary Day in the Life of a Priest through which
Jesus Was Present

*Prayed some throughout the day.

*Read for an hour on mission.

*Wrote 25 thank you notes to parishioners for their pledges
and prayed for each person as I wrote the notes.

*Gave the Communications Director (Ken) Rice Krispies
treats, the only thing I can make, because that was his busy
day printing and folding the parish newsletter. Ken is a saint
but don’t tell him that. 

*Spoke to the head sexton about the restoration of a door.
We agreed that no one would see it but God sees it so it
should be done beautifully and well. 

*Met with the pre-school director about a fundraising 
project.

*Called on a parishioner who was ill.

*Felt guilty for a minute for not praying more then got over
it when I spent time with the four year olds in the pre-school
class where they showed me their Native American art 
projects as they learned about different cultures. About half
of the children were not born in America.

*Met briefly with several parishioners after the morning
Eucharist.

*Welcomed, to Calvary, a committee from the diocese
focused on church planting.

*Received a call from the outgoing Canon to the Ordinary
(priest assisting the bishop) about a course I will soon be
teaching, at Calvary, for ten new priests. It is a course on
practical, parish ministry.

*Lunch with the new Canon to the Ordinary to get to know
one another and talked about diocesan structure and 
mission. We ate at Patron Mexican restaurant that Leslie and
I blessed when they opened.

*Thought about my sermon for fifteen minutes.

Seminary Dean to Preach at Calvary

The Rev. Cynthia Kittredge, Dean of the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the 
Southwest in Austin, will be our preacher at the 9 and 11 o’clock services on Sunday,
January 7, 2018.

Dean Kittredge is an excellent scholar and preacher who makes the Scriptures come alive.
I have used one of her books as a resource for the Gospel of John class after hearing her
speak at Calvary in the spring. The Rev. T.J. Freeman, former curate at Calvary, was a 
student of hers while he was in seminary. Cynthia will be in Pittsburgh in January to
attend a meeting of the deans of the Episcopal seminaries.

Please join me in welcoming Dean Kittredge back to Calvary. n

*Spoke with a foundation about a potential grant to Calvary.
Definitely prayed then.

*Communicated with a local non-profit, who reached out to
us, about the potential of nationally-known speaker 
presenting at Calvary in the spring.

*Gave a tour to a Russian family who wandered in off the
street because they thought it was a beautiful building. 
We met a Chinese family already walking around the church
and continued the tour with them. Made sure they had 
literature and invited them to join us for the Messiah
Concert and Christmas Eve.

*Spoke with the Senior Warden and Treasurer about the
2018 budget.

*Stopped in and met with the English as a Second Language
class who was making soup to sell on Super Bowl Sunday.
They want to know where I would like the $500 of soup sales
to go for outreach or mission.

*Finalized the liturgy for the dedication of a new bench.

*Met with Leslie and Weezie about upcoming services.
Exchanged humorous anecdotes.

*Prayed as I do every time I arrive at and leave from Calvary,
“Lord, let me never take this holy people and this holy place
for granted.”

After writing it down, I realized much more clearly how
Jesus had been present throughout the whole day. You are
likely to have much less “church” stuff on your calendar but
that doesn’t make any difference to the presence of God.
Where, how, and through whom is Jesus revealed to you?
When you see Jesus arriving more and more you can 
begin to expect that presence and look for all the ways it 
is manifest.

The attached photo is of me at Christmas ages ago. The look
on my face is one of expectant waiting personified. 
What next great thing am I about to discover? What next
great way will God be made know to you?

On behalf of the staff and vestry, we wish you a blessed
Advent and a merry Christmas. –Jonathon n
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I Lived as a Monk for Two Years

by Geoffrey Royce. Part 4 of a series.

Praying in the ordinary tasks of the day allows one to extend
the memory of the daily office and its shared benefits to the
work that sustains the ordered life of a monastic 
community. The same things that interrupt our worldly
lives happen in monasteries too. Trees come down in storms.
Filters on furnaces need to be changed. Sinks and toilets
back up. Addressing any and all of these kinds of work keep
one in touch with  the common and homely aspects of life.
Further it serves to remind one that the task is not an end in
itself. The dishes that need washing, the lawn being mowed
or the garden being weeded are opportunities to bring 
attention back to God and to God’s creatures. 

Secondarily, because these tasks require abilities that are
God’s gifts, we have an opportunity to offer thanks for those
skills. This helps me often when I am doing something I am
not fond of doing. Simply being grateful for the skills is
enough to lift me out of the problem of having preferences
and non-preferences. 

I had some friends from Ghana who offered prayer before
we embarked on any journey in their car. We are so assured
of so many things in our culture that we forget about both
the origin and the purpose of all our actions. People who are
aware of the ultimate end of “upward mobility,” of dying in
a better place than where they began and journeying onto
heaven tend to notice opportunities to express and 
remember their dependence on God. 

Especially in our daily tasks, I believe God is both offering
and inviting. Our responsibilities to others and ourselves
begin in responding to God’s offering and invitation. 
In each simple bit of progress and even sometimes in our
failures, we can celebrate with confidence what God 
accomplishes through us. Each of God’s creatures from the
dandelion to the diamond, are ordered towards a further
purpose that is continually enfolding our will with divine
outcomes beyond our ability to imagine or describe.
Thankfully at the level where our understanding tends to
focus there is ample imagery and movement to harvest and
feed our wonder. It is also ample enough to foster trust in
the movement of God’s radical, sovereign freedom. n

An Update from Emma Schauf

Hello Friends!

Greeting from across the pond and a happy Advent season
to you! I am writing to give you an update on my time in
Liverpool! I have been here nearly three months now and
feel as though I’m adjusting quite well. My work has gotten
off to an exciting start! My church placement, St. Margaret’s
of Antioch, has a very similar worship style to that of
Calvary with a hearty Sunday morning attendance of about
40. The congregation has been so warm and welcoming and
the rector, also my boss, is a joy to work with. We work
together two other days of the week planning other services
and events happening in the church, the next one being our
community carol event! I am also working with the curate to
establish a weekly meal for the Iranian Farsi speaking 
members of our congregation. Not only would we eat 
dinner together but we would do a bit of bible study and
have a discussion about our faith. We hope this will provide
a comfortable environment to ask questions and practice
their English as well. Another day of the week I work with
the curate at the cathedral who created the Sepas 
congregation.  Sepas is the Farsi speaking service on Sunday
afternoons and also the community that meets during the
week for other activities such as English classes, Bible study,
and support groups. I work on the administrative side of the
community and also attend the service on Sunday mornings
helping to set up and clean up afterwards. Our big project at
the moment is hosting a group of students from Wycliffe
Theological College at Oxford in March. I have really
enjoyed my time here so far and am looking forward to the
rest of my year. Thank you to everyone for your thoughts
and prayers and to those who have contributed financially.
If you haven’t had the chance to donate yet, there is still
time! The account is still open at Calvary and a check can be
made out to Calvary Episcopal Church with Emma 
Schauf-YASC in the memo line. I am so close to my 
$10,000 goal; only $2,500 to go! I hope you all have a lovely
holiday season!
Blessings, –Emma n

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be
offered on January 7, 2018 – the First
Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of
our Lord.

If you or someone you know desires to par-
take in this sacrament please contact the

Reverend Jonathon Jensen (jjensen@calvarypgh.org or
412.661.0120 ext. 118) as soon as possible, so that the 
appropriate preparation and arrangements can be made. n

“Food of the Month”

East End Cooperative Ministry operates the second
largest food pantry in Pittsburgh. On their wish list for
December is rice; in January it’s Rice-a-Roni. Of course,
you may donate any food item. Other essential items
they can always use include Reusable Grocery/Tote
Bags, Disposable Grocery Bags, Individually Wrapped
Rolls of Toilet Paper, and Diapers and Baby Wipes
(many of the over 500 families we provide groceries for
each month have infants). Please leave your items in
the shopping cart in the Parish Hall.  n



Sunday School
Classes will resume January 7, 2018.

Christmas Pageant
Thank you to everyone that has participated in any way in
this year’s Christmas Pageant – planning and organizing,
setting up and putting away sets and props, sorting and 
distributing costumes, reaching out to friends and inviting
them, herding animals, singing, practicing lines, coming to
the rehearsal, coaching and offering moral support, and
bringing the whole thing together.

And of course, congratulations and thanks to all the cast for
brightening our Advent and bringing the story to life!

If you have pictures of the Pageant that you would be 
willing to share, please let me know!

Calvary Young Adult Ministry
A calendar of events for the spring will be sent out at the
beginning of January.

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, Calvary,
or CYAM, welcome! If you have questions or would like to
be added to our email list, please contact Susan Roth
(sroth@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 116). n

Sundays at 10 a.m.

The Forum schedule will be posted on the 
bulletin boards and on the Calvary website 

after the start of the New Year. n

Please remember 

Calvary Church

in your will.
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A Study of the Gospel of John

Please join the Rector and the Rev. Chuck Esposito in
McClintic Hall on Sundays at 10 a.m. as they co-teach this
class on the Gospel of John that will continue throughout
the academic year. We will not have class on December 24 or
December 31, but will resume on January 7, 2018. n

Join us for the Camp service, an informal celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, at 3 p.m. The Reverend Leslie Reimer is the
celebrant, and we use music from the Camp songbook.
Mark your calendars and join us when you can! 

We will not meet in December, but will resume on 
January 28, 2018. n

Sheldon Calvary Camp 

at Calvary Episcopal Church

Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards
in a basket in the Narthex or by the North Transept door
each week, take one, and place it in the offering plate. n

www.calvarypgh.org

www.facebook.com/CalvaryEpiscopalChurch

and on the web at 

Movie Night: Thursday, January 25, 2018
Lambert Wilson        Michael Lonsdale

Of Gods and Men
a film by Xavier Beuavois

In 1996, the Trappist Monks at a monastery in Algeria tend
to the needs of the local villagers. They find themselves
ensnared in political strife, of which they want no part.
Whether to flee to safety from terrorists (and the Army) or
stay and continue their good works becomes the pressing
question – and gets right to the root of the brothers’ beliefs.
This film offers a most unusual meditation on faith in the
context of the “real world” and is rated PG13.

Come for a salad supper (prepare for 2) in the Refectory 
(at 6 p.m.). The film starts promptly at 7 p.m. followed by a
brief discussion led by Clint Van Dusen, in the Parish Hall.
Please contact Clint by email apax4cmvd@msn.com or call
412.427.8933 to make reservations. n



News of the

Episcopal Diocese 

of Pittsburgh

Summary of Voting at the 
152nd Diocesan Convention

November 10-11, 2017, Christ Church, North Hills
Elected At-Large

Board of Trustees:
Wesley Fox McCloud, Holy Cross, Homewood 
James Neral, Christ Church, North Hills

Cathedral Chapter:
The Rev. Lennel Anderson, St. Francis, Somerset
Sig Tragard, St. Stephen’s, Wilkinsburg

Commission on Ministry:
The Rev. Eric McIntosh, St. James, Penn Hills

Constitution & Canons:
The Rev. Joseph Baird, St. Peter’s, Blairsville
Courtney Horrigan, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon

Disciplinary Board:
The Rev. Moni McIntyre, Calvary, East Liberty
The Rev. Bruce Robison, St. Andrew’s, Highland Park
Courtney Horrigan, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon

Growth Fund:
Gerald Dalton, St. Stephen’s, Wilkinsburg

Standing Committee:
The Rev. Noah Evans, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon 
Robert Johnston, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon

Elected by District
District 1 
Chair: Bruce Quayle, Christ Church, North Hills
Vice-Chair: Eric O’Brien, Christ Church, North Hills
Council: Bruce Quayle, Christ Church, North Hills
Trustee: Heather McDonald, Christ Church, North Hills

District 2
Chair: The Rev. Michael Foley, Redeemer, Squirrel Hill
Vice-Chair: Gerald Dalton, St. Stephen’s, Wilkinsburg
Council: Frances Dannenberg, Redeemer, Squirrel Hill

District 3
Chair: Amy Shelley, St. David’s, Peters Township
Vice-Chair: Bob Johnston, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon
Council (2020): Jon Delano, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

December 17, 2017 – Church of the Nativity, Crafton, and
the Reverend Shawn Malarkey.
December 24 – Those who share their gifts in worship,
including acolytes, altar guild members, choir members,
Eucharistic ministers, greeters, lay readers, musicians, 
ushers, and vergers.
December 31 – Diocesan staff including Rich Creehan, 
Joan Gundersen, Kim Karashin, Andy Muhl, Marlene Rihn,
Judi Rogers, Andy Roman and Kathi Workman.
January 7, 2018 – St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church,
Homestead, and the Rev. Raymond Ursin (ELCA)
January 14 – St. James Episcopal Church, Penn Hills, and
the Rev. Eric McIntosh
January 21 – St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Monongahela,
and the Rev. Charles Schaller (ELCA) n

Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org

Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. n

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Stay in Touch with the Diocese

Council (2019): Peter Balfe, St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon
Council (2018): The Rev. Linda Wilson, All Souls, 

North Versailles

District 4
Chair: The Rev. Nancy Threadgill, St. Mark’s, Johnstown
Vice-Chair: Lyssa Nickle-Madden, St. Mark’s, Johnstown
Council: The Rev. Joseph Baird, St. Peter’s, Blairsville
Trustee: John Hose, Advent, Jeannette n

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule

December 17, 2017 – Nativity, Crafton

December 24 – Trinity Cathedral (Christmas Eve)

January 7, 2018 – St. Matthew’s, Homestead

January 14 – St. James, Penn Hills

January 21 – St. Paul’s, Monongahela n

–continued in the next column



Parish Spotlight

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Blairsville, PA

Name and Title: Kathy Baird, Secretary of St. Peter’s Vestry

Congregation Website: Although we eagerly await the ability
to create our own website as an offshoot of the new 
diocesan website, at this point we only have a Facebook page
(search for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church of Blairsville)

Briefly describe your organization: We are a very small 
congregation of less than 10 families and an ASA of 5-8 at
our single Rite I service each Sunday. Our congregation has
occupied the same building since it was founded in 1828,
making our church the oldest continually operating
Episcopal church west of the Allegheny mountains. We are
supported by 2 part-time/retired clergy and hold Holy
Eucharist services 2-3 Sundays/month and Morning Prayer
is read on other Sundays. We use the former rectory as our
parish house (which houses our only indoor plumbing) and
rent an apartment upstairs for supplementary income.

What excited you about the future of ministry in  your 
congregation or neighborhood: As a small parish, where
everyone wears many hats and operational costs always a
concern, we prayed for guidance on something we could do
in our small town of 3500 that would be affordable and
involve meaningful contact and support of those in need in
the community. We stumbled upon Laundry Love while on
vacation and attending services in a similarly small parish in
Hawaii.  Although we were unable to witness the mission, 
it is part of a national secular mission founded on the west
coast by Episcopalians. It is very simple. Volunteers bring
laundry supplies and quarters to the laundromat and offer
free laundry to those who are struggling financially to 
provide clean clothes for themselves and their families.
Initial partnership with a laundromat is required (they have
no obligations at all to do anything other than allow their
laundromat to be registered with Laundry Love as one that
offers this service) as is spreading the word on the dates and
times when it is offered. We applied for a diocesan mission
grant to start this mission and have grown to support 
10 families, nearly all through word of mouth after the 
initial article in the local newspaper (which also brought
donations from the community). We request and have been
given contact information from our families so we can 
confirm when we will be at the laundromat and know who
is coming. Our volunteers put together Christian-themes
activity bags for the children and spend 3 hours per month
on this mission and one person can do it alone although
+we often have 2 parishioners and 1 clergy present to bear
witness to their stories, build mutual trust and relationships
across the real and perceived boundaries with those 
neighbors and offer concrete assistance to them. In a few
short months our mission has evolved into one where were
on the ‘call’ list to hear of a healthy birth to one of our 

The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh mailing address:
325 Oliver Avenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-721-0853  |  info@episcopalpgh.org

The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, Bishop

412-721-0853 ext. 252  |  dmcconnell@episcopalpgh.org 

Judi Rogers, Executive Assistant

412-721-0853 ext. 251  |  jrogers@episcopalpgh.org n
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mothers, get an offers to give back, questions about our
church and most recently a request to pray with them and
perhaps even offer a communion service when we are
together. What is exciting to us is to see the face of God in
each of them and being able to take those small steps into
the real and perceived divides that separate us, in addition to
providing tangible financial assistance and spiritual 
guidance. This offers a different kind of reward than writing
a check to a relief fund.

In what areas is your congregation most gifted or passionate?
We are passionate about keeping the Episcopal faith, history
and mission going in our community.

Where has God brought resurrection in your church 
community? We fully understand that our congregation
exists by the grace of God and has done so for nearly 
200 years so it is our mission to continue to walk in that
faith. With such a small and aging congregation we are 
continually faced with unplanned expenses, illnesses and the
loss of parishioners even as someone new always seems to
walk in the door to join us. We believe it is only through our
prayers and God’s limitless grace, that He continues to bless
our congregation with the resources and help we need, 
just when we believe we have run out of options to go 
forward. Our recent focus ‘outside our church walls’ has
brought us even more grace in the joy of giving. n
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IN 1996 IN THE ALGERIAN MOUNTAINS,
CAUGHT BETWEEN A MILITARY GOVERNMENT AND EXTREMIST GUERRILLAS,

A GROUP OF MONKS FACE THE DECISION OF THEIR LIVES.

INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY.

Lambert Wilson        Michael Lonsdale

OF GODS AND MEN
a film by Xavier Beuavois

In 1996, the Trappist Monks at a monastery in Algeria tend to the needs of the local 
villagers. They find themselves ensnared in political strife, of which they want no part.
Whether to flee to safety from terrorists (and the Army) or stay and continue their good
works becomes the pressing question – and gets right to the root of the brothers' beliefs.
This film offers a most unusual meditation on faith in the context of the “real world.” 

Come for a salad supper (prepare for 2) in the Refectory (at 6 p.m.)

Film starts promptly at 7 p.m. 
followed by a brief discussion led by Clint Van Dusen, in the Parish Hall

Please contact Clint by email apax4cmvd@msn.com or call 412.427.8933

Calvary Episcopal Church
Movie Night: Thursday, January 25, 2018

• WINNER 
Grand Prize 

Cannes 
Film Festival

• New York 
Toronto 

Telluride Film Festival

• WINNER 
Best Foreign

Language Film
National Board of Review

• 10 César Award 
Nominations including

BEST PICTURE
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MUSICAL NOTES

The close of a week that included both
the Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols and Calvary’s presentation of
Handel’s Messiah seems like a fitting
one in which to salute the members of
our choir for their remarkably 
generous service, at this and every time
of year. I am so grateful for their work,
“in season and out of season,” as 
Paul described the work of evangelism
to Timothy. 

The work of a choir is, actually, very much akin to that of an
evangelist or preacher: while our medium is musical, 
the function of that music is to carry texts that amplify or
otherwise contribute to our liturgical prayer. As the singers
will tell you – occasionally with rolling eyes, I suspect! – we
spend a great deal of effort on making sung texts both 
audible and intelligible. (This sometimes a challenging task
in a building the size and shape of ours!) Beyond that, we
strive always to render the words more effectively meaningful,
within the musical context provided by the composer. 

For the energy that so many volunteer singers devote to this
task, and for the musical talent and deep well of experience
they bring to every piece they sing, I am deeply thankful. 

Looking ahead, and beyond our coming Christmas 
celebrations, I would highlight two musical occasions in
early January: on Sunday, January 7, the Choir presents a
service of Choral Evensong, at 5 p.m. Evensong at this time
of year, with the shadows already deepening as we gather, 
is a favorite occasion of mine, and the Church’s heritage of
music for the evening office is one of its great treasures.
Please join us!

And the following Sunday, January 14, the acclaimed
Westminster Choir, from the Westminster Choir College in
Princeton, New Jersey, will perform in concert at 5 p.m. 
The Choir is one of the finest collegiate choirs in the nation,
heard regularly in New York both on its own and with 
top-tier orchestras. This concert honors the memory of
Henry and Elsie Hillman, whose patronage of the College,
which Elsie attended, was long and generous. Please join us
to welcome them, and to enjoy their stellar music-making.

With wishes for a joyous Christmas and a happy New Year. n

Please recycle this newsletter 

when you have 

finished reading it.

United Thank Offering 

“Blue Boxes”

There are blue boxes available in the Parish
Hall. These boxes have quite a history! At the

1889 Triennial Meeting the Women’s Auxiliary 
instituted the United Offering for the support of specific
mission projects and individual missionaries. Known 
affectionately as “Blue Boxes,” achieved almost iconic status
as the symbol of the UTO. In time the UTO, through the
Blue Boxes, became the single most important extra-
budgetary source for funding of projects. In 2016, the UTO
awarded 32 grants for a total of $1,161,314.62 for the 
mission and ministry of The Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion. n

How to Use Your Blue Box
Notice the Good Things that Happen Each Day.

Give Thanks to God for your blessings.

Make an Offering for each blessing.

Every penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and 

dollar offered in thanks

through United Thank Offering 
is given to God’s mission in the world.

Every coin and bill transforms lives

in the United States and around the world.

Your Blessings become blessings for others.

When your Blue Box is full, bring it to Calvary and 
please take a new box home with you, and start all over! n

Especially for preschool children and their accompanying
grown-ups, Chatham Baroque’s Peanut Butter & Jam
Sessions encourage young children to become active and
enthusiastic listeners through music, dance, and games.
Kindermusik teacher Lynda Wingerd joins Chatham
Baroque and a variety of special guests for Saturday morning
musical adventures that are lively, educational – and fun!

Join us on January 13, 2018 for What Has Teeth and Plays
Music? For full details on this series and ticket information,
visit the Chatham Baroque website at chathambaroque.org,
or telephone 412.687.1788. n



About Agape

The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, January 5, 2018. Please e-mail your text
to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office. 

Agape, the newsletter of Calvary Episcopal Church,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is published monthly (except
July), and is mailed to active members and friends of the
Parish. You may opt out of receiving a printed copy and 
read each issue online at www.calvarypgh.org. Contact the
Parish office at 412.661.0120 for details. n
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Shelter Dinner Volunteers

We are looking for additional volunteers to prepare and
serve dinners at the EECM shelter for the months of January
and May, 2018. Calvary is responsible for these dinners on
the second Saturday of each month. 

For January and May, we are especially looking for Calvary
members who have cooked and served at past shelter meals
and who would be comfortable leading the other volunteers
who have offered to help

If you can help, please contact Mary Ann and Tom Slater
slatersaur904@gmail.com or tslater@iup.edu

We thank everyone for their help and cooperation over these
past few years. It has been greatly appreciated. n

Here’s to the Planters...

The Calvary grounds require a lot of care. Other than the
lawns and occasional tree care done by contract, volunteers
do the work of planting, weeding and dead heading, 
changing plants with the seasons, pruning shrubs and trees,
and watering. It’s a large task, lovingly done. This year’s crew
consisted of Ruthanne Bauerle, Holly Best, Mike Broome,
Jim Burket, Nancy Carpenter, Catherine Davidson, 
Bob Dilts, Bill Gentz, Daniel Geroni, Donna Hallen and 
Will Woods. Every Saturday morning from early Spring
through mid-November, those who are available work for a
couple of hours. Won’t you join us?

...and Others

Thanks also to Jim Burket, Mike Colligan and William
Stevens for plant donations; to Holly Swan Wright for her
generous contribution to cover expenses caring for the Swan
Garden given in memory of her aunt, Annie Swan, whose
house stood where the Swan Garden is; and to all of you
who contributed memorial carnations on Pentecost. n

We are in the Christmas spirit at Beginnings. The children
have been busy little elves making decorations and gifts for
their parents. On December 14, we will have a Christmas
celebration, bringing together all of our families for a 
sing-a-long and cookie exchange. There might even be a
special visitor from the North Pole!  

The fundraiser at Cold Stone Creamery was so much fun.
We want to thank everyone who made time that evening to
come by. This month there is another opportunity to 
support Beginnings. Once again, Beginnings is partnering
with Flatboat Fair Traders, the world artisan gift shop in
Highland Park. Store owner Amy Kofmehl-Sobkowiak has
generously offered to give Beginnings 30% of all purchases
made by Calvary parishioners and Beginnings families 
during the fundraiser which will run from December 9-17.
There are flyers with more information available in the
Parish Hall.  

From all of us at Beginnings, we want to wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! n

Souper Bowl Sunday –

Soup Group Sale

On Sunday, February 4, after all morning services, the Soup
Group will be selling dry soup mixes and many of our frozen
homemade soups. Pints will be available for $5 and quarts
for $10. Proceeds from this sale will go directly to benefit
those in need in the East End of Pittsburgh through $10
Giant Eagle gift cards and bus passes.

In preparation for this sale we will meet on Friday, 
January 5 at 10 a.m. and Wednesday, January 24 at 9 a.m.
in the kitchen. Please join us! New cooks and recipes are
always welcome. Any questions, please contact me.

Thank you for your support. Go Steelers!

–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 n

The Chili Fest

Mark your calendars for
Calvary’s Chili Fest on Saturday,
January 27, 2018. Full details and
signup sheets will be available
after the first of the year. 

Plan to chill out with some chili – it’s a fun evening of 
fellowship. n



The Bookstore at Calvary

The Bookstore has a variety of jewelry including an array of
beautiful and diverse cross necklaces that makes for a 
wonderful gift for family, friends, and yourself:

Byzantine mosaic: From Italy in silver available in two 
different styles with adjustable cord.

Glass: Made in Germany with adjustable black cord.
Available in blue representing faith, green for life, and 
red for love.

Jerusalem: Gold toned and jeweled and Maltese in pewter.

Sterling silver: Available in 16 to 24-inch length with
amethyst crystal as well as Celtic, flare line, plain, and 
starburst cross design.

Venetian glass crosses from San Lorenzo Design: From the
island of Murano comes these crosses in a variety of colors,
sizes, and are entirely hand made in Venice, Italy. Murano
glass is never painted. The design is made of many 
individual pieces of hand blown colored glass which are
fused together at high temperature. The endless 
combinations of colors, shape, and sizes ensure that no two
of these wearable pieces of art are never exactly alike.
Pendants come with a 24-inch adjustable cord.

This is just a sampling of the necklaces available in addition
to other jewelry including earrings and bracelets. 

The Bookstore is open Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
during the month of December, Tuesday through Friday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to Noon. Cash,
check, Discover®, MasterCard®, and Visa® are accepted. n
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Being a presentation for your perusal of those seemingly mundane
housekeeping chores, repairs, modifications, and improvements
which affect our worship and parish life experiences at Calvary. 

• A follow-up to last month’s follow-up: Of the two decrepit
doors to the balconies above the west entrance, the second has
now, also, been fully restored and rehung. The reader may never
have reason to pass through either of these doors, but rest
assured that they now look as our architect intended, and 
are again capable of doing what doors are supposed to do…
beautifully.

• The sextons, in addition to their routine duties (and repairing
doors), are improving virtually everything that is beneath our
feet of a Sunday. The Crypt below the High Altar, which was
turned into a wood shop years ago during major renovations to
the church, is being cleaned and organized, as is the workshop
below the Rector’s Study which houses our emergency 
generator. Paint has found a new and safer home. Accumulated
trash of years has been removed from the Undercroft, below the
Nave, and a new breakroom for sextons is being established. 
All this to make it easier to more efficiently provide for our
property and events above stairs.

• The retiring area is needed because we now have three new
part-time sextons to lend their youth, enthusiasm, and strong
backs to the experience of our crew of some years, whom you
all know and love. If you see an unfamiliar face above a blue
Calvary shirt, please say hello.

• The empty, expectant crèche is up in the yard, and the purple
ribboned wreaths of Advent are hung. Inside, the Service of
Lessons and Carols for Advent and our presentation of
Handel’s Messiah are already memories, and the Christmas
Pageant is happening on the day of the publication of this
newsletter. ’Tis the season.

• And a final note… about trees: Four have been planted along
Shady Avenue and Walnut Street courtesy of the city; and, in
high winds last month, part of a large pine tree came down over
the clergy parking spaces (no damage to them), so, on average,
we’re up on trees. The fallen tree still looks fairly complete, since
it was comprised of four individual trunks. Why, you may ask,
did it grow that way? Well, there’s a story there: Back in the day,
Calvary staff watched as a neighbor dragged his Christmas tree
home one snowy December day, not realizing that the top of
one of the church’s young trees was the source of his 
decoration. It was allowed to continue to grow, however, and,
showing much determination, has soldiered on for years and
produced many trunks from the original one. Here’s hoping
that our “borrower’s” Christmas was merry.

• May yours be, as well… just, please, leave the trees.

Respectfully submitted by G. F. Roth, Junior Warden n

Coffee Hours
Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, 
honoring a particular event or person or asking your 
group or organization. Please contact Judy Wootten at
724.733.1660 or by email – wootten@windstream.net – to
schedule a Sunday. n

www.calvarypgh.org

Staying in Touch
If you wish to sign-up to receive our weekly e-mail blast,
please visit the Calvary website at www.calvarypgh.org
and click on “Sign up.” 

Be sure to keep us informed if you have a home address,
phone or email change. Contact our Parish Secretary,
Marsha Morris, at 412.661.0120, ext. 111 or send an email to
secretary@calvarypgh.org. n
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An expanded version of this issue of Agape, 
with color photos and additional content 
may be viewed on the Calvary website at 

www.calvarypgh.org

Third Sunday of Advent: December 17
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

Christmas Pageant in the 11 o’clock service

• No Christian Formation classes on this day. The children of 
the Sunday School, assisted by a live menagerie of sheep, goats, 

a donkey, and a camel, re-enact the story of Jesus’ birth.

• A Class on the Gospel of John, 10 a.m. 

v v v

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 24
The Holy Eucharist, at 8 a.m. only

Christmas Eve: December 24
4 p.m. and 11 p.m.

The Rev. Jonathon W. Jensen, preacher

Holy Eucharist and Sermon, with carols and special music for 
choir, brass, and organ. Music begins 30 minutes before each 
service. Childcare will be provided during the 4 p.m. service.

v v v

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25, at 9:30 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist with sermon and Christmas carols.

v v v

The clergy will take Holy Communion to homebound 

parishioners during the Octave of Christmas. 

Please contact the Parish Office as soon as possible 

if you wish to arrange a visit.

v v v

The Parish Offices be closed Monday, December 25, 

Tuesday, December 26 and Monday, January 1, 2018. 

There will be no 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist on those Mondays.

v v v

The First Sunday after Christmas Day:
Sunday, December 31

The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

No Christian Formation classes; the Nursery will be closed.

v v v

The First Sunday after The Epiphany 
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 7, 2018
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism will be administered at 11 a.m. 

• Christian Formation classes for all ages resume; 

the Nursery will be open.

• A Class on the Gospel of John, 10 a.m. n

Advent, Christmas & Epiphany
2017-2018

Second Sundays in 2018, at 5 p.m.

February 10  •  March 10
April 8  •  May 13

An intimate celebration of the Holy Eucharist, 
with music ranging from Gregorian Chant to the 
present day, led by the Calvary Schola. Light and shadow,
Word and gesture, sound and scent combine to draw us 
to the threshold of the Holy. n


