
Welcoming all in the name of Christ

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 23, 2018

9 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

CALVARY
EPISCOPAL CHURCH



Prelude   Versets on the Magnificat Samuel Scheidt
The Congregation is asked to sit as far forward as possible, 

using the front pews of the Nave and of the Transepts.

THE WORD OF GOD
All stand as the ministers enter.

Opening Acclamation BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 355
Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Trisagion Holy God, holy and mighty HYMNAL, S 102
(all sing together three times)

Hymnal “S”–numbers refer to Service Music, printed at the front of the Hymnal.

Collect of the Day

The Readings   All sit for the Lessons and Psalm.

The Lesson Micah 5:2-5a

Psalm 80:1-7    All say together.

The Epistle Hebrews 10:5-10

Gospel Alleluia-Verse

God’s mercy is on those who fear him in every generation. –Luke 1:48

The Holy Gospel    All standing Luke 1:39-55
Response before the Gospel Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Response after the Gospel Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Reverend Neil K. Raman

The Nicene Creed    Congregation standing BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 358

The Prayers of the People
Intercessor: Come, O come, Emmanuel,
People: come and save us.

9:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist, Rite II



Confession and Absolution BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 360

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

All may greet one another.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn   Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord HYMNAL, 437
All stand and sing together

Eucharistic Prayer B BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 367

Sanctus   Holy, holy, holy Lord          All sing together HYMNAL, S 129

The service continues on page 368 of THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

The Lord’s Prayer   All say together

The Breaking of the Bread  (A brief silence is kept.)
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to receive Communion may come forward for a blessing.

Parents are encouraged to bring children to receive Communion or a blessing.

Music at Communion   Pastorella J.S. Bach

Post-Communion Prayer BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 366
Said by all together, kneeling.

The Blessing

Final Hymn   Come, thou long-expected Jesus HYMNAL, 66

Dismissal    All respond Thanks be to God.

Postlude   Fuga sopra il Magnificat J.S. Bach

All who wish to listen to the postlude from the Choir Stalls are invited to do so.



Welcoming all in the name of Christ
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 23, 2018

11 a.m.

Pageant and The Holy Eucharist, Rite II



The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 23, 2018 

11 a.m. Pageant & Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

Prelude       Fuga sopra il Magnificat                        J.S. Bach 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Introit                                  Sergei Rachmaninoff 

 

 , ,                     Rejoice, O virgin mother of God, 
 ,   .   Mary full of grace,  

                              the Lord is with thee: 
   ,                   blessed art thou among women, 

    ,           and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
     .         for thou hast borne the  

                         savior of our souls. 
—Orthodox Vespers, based on Luke 1:28 & 42 

 

Hymn          Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God                HYMNAL, 74 
All sing together. 

 

Opening Acclamation 
 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity The People say Amen.       BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 355 
 

Kyrie eleison    Lord, have mercy upon us                                            HYMNAL, S 84 
All sing together : 

 
“Kyrie” and “Christe” sung by the Choir; “eleison” sung by all. 

Hymnal “S”– numbers refer to Service Music, printed at the front of the Hymnal. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray.  The Celebrant prays the Collect, and all say Amen. 
 

Reading                      Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

Psalm 80:1-7    The Choir sings the Antiphon and all repeat it.                                  Tone 1 

 
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION:  
A Children’s Pageant 

During the Pageant, the congregation joins in singing  
the hymns and carols as indicated, remaining seated.  

 

I.  Introduction 
All sing together: 

 

   O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;  
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



II.   Elizabeth & Zechariah 
 

III.   The Annunciation 
 

All sing Gabriel’s Message: 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

 

“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, 
 thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 
 

IV.   The Visitation 
All sing together: 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  

tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice! 

 

     Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy Name—the Lord, the Mighty One. 

     

V. Joseph and the Angel 
All sing together:  

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie, 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

VI.   Arrival at the Inn 
All sing together: 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
 

VII.   An Angel tells the tidings to shepherds in the field 
All sing together: 

  Angels, from the realms of glory,    Shepherds in the field abiding, 
  wing your flight o’er all the earth;   watching o’er your flocks by night, 
  ye who sang creation’s story     God with you is now residing; 
  now proclaim Messiah’s birth:    yonder shines the infant Light: 

 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ the new-born King. 

 
 
 

VIII.   The Shepherds go to the Stable to worship the Messiah 
All sing together: 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,  
the little Lord Jesus lays down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky look down where he lay,  

the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

IX.  Sages from the East Are Led to the Manger 
All sing together: 

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts, we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 



* 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room |:: and heaven and nature sing. ::| 

 

   Cast   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
   Congregation And with thy spirit. 

All may greet one another in the Lord’s name.    
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory Anthem       Magnificat (Service in E)                Herbert Murrill 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.   
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.   
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.   
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.   
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.   
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud  

in the imagination of their hearts.   
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.   
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

—Luke 1: 46-55, with Gloria Patri 
Doxology  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow     HYMNAL, 380, stanza 3 

All stand and sing together. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
     Eucharistic Prayer B                                                             BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 367 

 
 

Sanctus                         HYMNAL, S 131 
The service continues on page 368 of  The Book of Common Prayer. 

The congregation may kneel or stand. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer               BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, page 364 
 The Breaking of the Bread  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Fraction Anthem            Jesus, Lamb of God        HYMNAL, S 166 
 Invitation to Communion 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion  
at the High Altar rail, or at the station near the Pulpit.  

Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
Those not wishing to receive Communion may come forward for a blessing. 

Parents are encouraged to bring children to receive Communion or a blessing.  
 



Music at Communion     Ave Maria              Robert Parsons 
Ave Maria, gratia plena; Hail, Mary, full of grace;  
Dominus tecum:  the Lord is with you: 
benedicta tu in mulieribus, blessed are you among women, 
et benedictus fructus ventris tui.   and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  
Amen.  Amen. 

—Antiphon of the Virgin Mary based on Luke 1:42 

Communion Hymns    ’ Twas in the moon of wintertime HYMNAL, 114 
    Ye who claim the faith of Jesus HYMNAL, 268 
All sing together, kneeling or seated. 

Post-Communion Prayer (said by all together, kneeling)      PRAYER BOOK,  page 366 
Blessing 

Final Hymn:  Soon and very soon LIFT EVERY VOICE & SING, 14 

Dismissal   All respond:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude         Toccata on Veni, Emmanuel  Andrew Carter 
Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parish Hall following the service. 

Musical Notes 
The Song of Mary, from St. Luke’s account of the Visitation, when the Virgin 
Mary visited her kinswoman Elizabeth while both were awaiting the birth of 
angelically-foretold children, has been a part of Christian liturgical worship for 
many centuries. It was enshrined as a fixed part of Vespers, the monastic 
office for early evening, and, at the time of the English Reformation, was 
incorporated into the related office of Evensong, or Evening Prayer. Musical 
settings of this canticle across the centuries have ranged from simple 
plainsong to dazzlingly elaborate compositions. This morning’s service 
presents four points in this continuum. The Prelude, by J.S. Bach, is a fugues 
built on a subject loosely paraphrasing a plainsong formula associated with the 
canticle; that formula, more literally, appears in long notes in the Pedal as a 
cantus firmus. The hymns Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord and Ye who claim 
the faith of Jesus include modern paraphrases of the canticle, set to a nineteenth-
century and a contemporary hymn-tune, respectively. Herbert Murrill’s 
energetic choral setting appeared in print in 1947.  



The Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23, 2018

Participants in Today’s Services
8 a.m. –The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Celebrant & Preacher . . . .The Reverend Neil K. Raman
Lector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peggy O’Rourke
Chalice Bearer  . . . . . . . . .Susan DeMorais

9 a.m. –The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Celebrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer
Preacher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Neil K. Raman
Acolyte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Bailey
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Florence Atwood, Karen Kapsanis
Chalice Bearers  . . . . . . . . .Katie Wooldridge, Elizabeth Slaymaker

11 a.m. –Christmas Pageant and The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Celebrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Jonathon W. Jensen
Assisting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Neil K. Raman
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer

Verger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah Wilson
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charlotte Broome, Peter Lewis
Chalice Bearers  . . . . . . . . .John Ferraro, Philip Parr, Vanessa Sterling
Flower Delivery  . . . . . . . .Jan McKeag, Tom Faciszewski
Hospitality Hour Hosts  . .Pageant Parents

Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . .Melissa Crimmins’ Team

Newcomers and Guests are always welcome at Calvary Church. Our service
uses the three books located in the pew: The Book of Common Prayer, 
The Hymnal 1982, and Lift Every Voice and Sing. Directions in the service 
bulletin indicate where it is customary to stand or kneel. We invite you to 
participate as you are able. We hope you will take a moment to read and complete
the Welcome Card in the pew, and place it in the offertory plate as it passes. 

Children of all ages are welcome in worship services. Packets of 
materials for children are available from the ushers. Nursery Care will resume on
January 6, 2019.

Weekly Offering Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards in a basket in the
Narthex or by the North Transept door each week, take one, and place it in the
offering plate.

Welcome



Our Parish Life
Agape Deadline
Articles and news for the next issue of Agape are due in the Church office no later 
than Noon on Friday, January 4, 2019. Please email your text to calvary@calvarypgh.org.
Thank you. 

The Envelope Please...
Offering envelopes for those who have requested them are available in the Parish Hall.
Please pick them up to help defray the unnecessary costs of mailing.

WWI Display
Most of the WWI display has been moved to the Evans Room elevator lobby and can be
viewed until the end of January.

“Food of the Month”
East End Cooperative Ministry operates the second largest food pantry in Pittsburgh.
On their wish list for January is Rice-a-Roni. Of course, you may donate any food item.
Please leave your items in the shopping cart in the Parish Hall.

Hospitality Hour after the 11 o’clock service
Consider hosting a Sunday to mark a special occasion, honoring a particular event or 
person or asking your group or organization. Please sign up on the display in the
Parish Hall or contact Judy Wootten at 724.733.1660 or by email at wootten@
windstream.net – to schedule. Thank you!

Soup Group Cooking Sessions
Check your calendar and see if any of these Friday dates will fit into your schedule:
January 11, and January 25. We meet in Calvary’s kitchen at 10 a.m. Good news! 
We will be selling some of our delicious soups on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 3.
Feel free to request that we make one of your favorites that you can purchase that day.
Proceeds from this sale will go towards updating some of our kitchen items.

Please join us to cook or participate by delivering soup to a fellow parishioner, friend,
relative or neighbor. We are happy to share! Any questions? Contact me.

–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be offered on January 13, 2019 – The First 
Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord, at 11 a.m. If you or someone
you know desires to partake in this sacrament please contact the Reverend Neil K.
Raman (nraman@calvarypgh.org or 412.661.0120 ext. 112) as soon as possible, so 
that the appropriate preparation and arrangements can be made.

Chili Fest
Please plan to join us on Saturday, January 26, 2019 for Calvary’s congregation-wide,
family-friendly event! This year's event will be extra special, as we will be celebrating 
the Rev. Jonathon Jensen’s fifth anniversary as Calvary’s Rector. We will begin serving at
6 p.m., so please plan to arrive at 5:30. You are invited to bring your favorite, winning-
recipe chili, enough for 10–12 servings, or a salad or cornbread. Contributions of beer
and wine are also appreciated. If you are bringing chili, please prepare a legible card 
listing all of the ingredients.

Beginning January 6, sign-up sheets will be posted on an easel in the Parish Hall on
Sundays; during the week it will be across from the reception desk. In addition to 
signing up to bring food you may also sign up to volunteer as a helper during the event.
Please do sign up in advance!  

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer now, please contact Sarah Wilson
at 412.586.4636 or e-mail sarahw@scw52.com. Thank you.



Christmas Pageant Cast

Narrator 1: Quinn Randall

Narrator 2: Colin Merriman

Isaiah: Charlie Merriman*

Micah: Annie Bumsted*

Elizabeth: Grace Randall

Gabriel: Leila Knight*

Mary: Caroline Grace Marchl

Joseph: Nolan Adams

Joseph’s Angel: Lowrie Woodside*

Narrator 3: Sara Woodside*

Shepherds’ Angel: Leila Knight*

Innkeepers: Austin Holden, 
Megan McSorley

Narrating Shepherd: Sara Woodside*

Shepherds: Annie Bumsted*, 
Alex Holden, Emma Knight, 

Benjamin Maye, Charlie McSorley, 
Mary McSorley

Speaking Shepherds: Caleb Adams, 
Collinson Burgwin, Marley Kotkiewicz

Angels: Kit Bumsted, 
Addison Cleveland-Datesman, 

Michael DeRosa, Autumn Ewing, 
Owen Ewing, Anders Lerach, 

Anna Tonti, Grace Tonti, 
August Yoest, Clara Yoest

Sheep & Cattle: Eliza Kaplan, 
Ayla Kennedy, Finn McCloud, 

Judah Olshefski

Star: Poppy Bradlow

Magi: Trip McSorley, Lowrie Woodside*, 
Charlie Merriman*

Jesus: Loralei Russo

Head Shepherds:

Elizabeth Geyer, Ellen Martin, 
Caitlin Zeiset

Head Angels:

Jenn DeRosa, Tammy Lewis, 
Valerie Ewing

Animal Wranglers:

Lisa Knight, Samara Knight, 
Sondra Krimmel, Ellen Parker

Helpers & Organizers: 

Kristin Klingenberg, Laura Marchl, 
Betsy Holden, Helen Bradlow

* multiple roles

(In order of appearance)

Christian Formation
Christian Formation classes and Nursery care will resume January 6, 2019

The Sheldon Calvary Camp Service
It is an informal celebration of the Holy Eucharist that will meet in the Refectory at 
3 p.m. on these Sundays: December 30, January 27, February 24, March 24, April 28,
and May 26, then we take a break for the summer. The Rev. Leslie Reimer is the 
celebrant, and we use music from the Camp songbook. Mark your calendars and join us
when you can.

The Bookstore at Calvary 
Looking for stocking stuffers? The Bookstore now has Equal Exchange organic 
chocolate bars in 10 different flavors, and hot cocoa. They are delicious and support a
more equitable alternative supply chain. With cacao sourced from democratic co-ops,
these items benefit small-scale farmers in Latin America. Also, the sixteenth Rectory of
Calvary has created a line of lip balm, Balm XVI, made from natural beeswax, organic
shea butter, organic coconut oil, and essential oil. Available in grapefruit, lime, orange,
and peppermint. A variety of Christmas ornaments are also available. The Bookstore 
is open today from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cash, check, Discover®, MasterCard®, and Visa® 
are accepted.



Sunday  December 23, 2018
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30 A.M. Coffee
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir Warm-Up
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist with 

Christmas Pageant 
12:15 P.M. Hospitality Hour

Monday  December 24, 2018
The Eve of the Nativity

Church offices will be closed this day.
3:30 P.M. Musical Prelude
4:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist 
10:30 P.M. Musical Prelude
11:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist

Tuesday  December 25, 2018
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ: 
CHRISTMAS DAY

Church offices will be closed this day.
9:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist

Wednesday  December 26, 2018
Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

The Church and offices will be closed
this day. There will be no 7 a.m. or 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Thursday  December 27, 2018
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist

The Church and offices will be open.

Friday  December 28, 2018
The Holy Innocents

The Church and offices will be open.
11:00 A.M. Anne Browne Funeral

Saturday  December 29, 2018
Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1170

Sunday  December 30, 2018
The First Sunday after Christmas

7:30 A.M. Coffee
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir Warm-Up
11:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
12:15 P.M. Hospitality Hour
1:00 P.M. Calvary Camp Staff Gathering
3:00 P.M. A Calvary Camp Eucharist
4:00 P.M. Hospitality Hour

Monday  December 31, 2018
Samuel Ajayi Crowther, Bishop in the 
Niger Territories, 1891

The Church and offices will close at 
12 Noon. There will be no 6 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist.

Tuesday  January 1, 2019
The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ

The Church and offices will be closed
this day.

Wednesday  January 2, 2019
7:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
8:30 A.M. Beginnings
9:45 A.M. ESL
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist
6:00 P.M. EfM

*To make reservations for starred events, 
for which a meal is being prepared, 
please telephone the church office, 

412.661.0120, extension 140.

The Calendar

Second Sundays at 5 p.m.

January 13, 2019

An intimate celebration of the Holy Eucharist, within the parclose, 
the enclosed area of the church to the east of the Rood Screen. 

Light and shadow, Word and gesture, sound and scent combine 
to draw us to the threshold of the Holy. 

Choral music, sung by the Calvary Schola, 
ranges from Gregorian Chant to the present day.



January 6, 2019, at 5 p.m.
Choral Evensong for the

Feast of the Epiphany
The Calvary Choir leads evening worship for the Feast of Light, 
featuring music of the great Elizabethan master William Byrd. 

with an organ recital by Alan Lewis following the service.



For the Anglican Communion, and for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury: 
Kubwa, Abuja, Nigeria: The Right Reverend Duke Akamisoko.

For the Episcopal Church, and for The Most Reverend Michael Curry, 
Presiding Bishop.

For the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and for The Right Reverend Dorsey 
W. M. McConnell, Bishop.

For the parishes of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, especially 
Church of the Nativity, Crafton, and the Reverend Shawn Malarkey.

Let us pray for those serving in the armed forces: Francis Lee (S. Korea), 
Christine DeForest, Logan Long, Wade Hursh (USA).

For those who are ill or convalescing: Henry, Diane, Elise Power, Gary, 
Ros Stone, Kay Short, Lynne Carvel, Hazel Dixon, Tom, John W.M., 
Patricia M., John P.M., Mark Mazzoccoli, Bob Kenny, Carole Johnston,
Elizabeth Burgwin, Holly Best, Sue Neff, Janice O’Reilly, Ann Gouirand.

Let us remember those who continue in our prayers: Charles Mullen, 
Cynthia McCormick, David Rollins, Julie Grimstad, John Clark, 
Aileen Keyes, Bob Carver, Charlotte Dickerson.

Let us pray for those who have been commended to our prayers:
Clare Lorkovic, Hilary, Joe Norton, Beryl Choi+, Lisa Blake, 
Carol Corimski, Margaret Ward, Betty and Steve Shandor, Sr., 
Hanan El Shair, Mildred Shears, William Marchl+, Mary and Charles, 
James Darby, Diane Schlesinger, Kai Duffy, Mary Jean, Jackie Rogers, 
Evelyn Emtage, David, Barbara Bonnett, Marion Minnock, Bart Hafer, 
James Cox, James Orr, Tom Taylor, Sally Cassetti, Stephen Carlson, 
Ginny and Bill Wood, Mary Ann Greer, Lisa Sobek, Marty, Betty Hicks, 
Wini Eichelberger, Tom and Joy Halapin, Dave, Nancy Grundman, 
Isaac Sher, Harold Bonnett, Kristen, David, Dale, Sara Mercer, Coleman,
John & Evelyn Nickle, Fay Allen, Jason Sosack, Jason.

For people throughout the world living with HIV and AIDS.

For all those with long-term or life-threatening illnesses.

For those in hospice care. 

For caregivers.

For those who have died: Nancy Follansbee, Janet Ortega.

For those in whose memory altar flowers are given:

High Altar Joe and Rite Hunsiker, by Markie, Lissie, Mary and Susan.

George F. and Ruth M. Roth, by their family.

Lady Chapel Elizabeth Dalbey Haas, by Susan Prentiss, Elizabeth Exler, 
Sarah Stankey and Eric Nordby.

All Saints Cecelia Grant McCormick.

Columbarium Joe and Rite Hunsiker, by Markie, Lissie, Mary and Susan.

{ To add or remove names from the Prayer List, please contact Kim Pieratt 
at the church office : 412.661.0120, ext. 111; kpieratt@calvarypgh.org }

The Prayers of the People



…from you shall come forth for me one who is from of old, from ancient
days… And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure,
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. –Micah 5:2b 

The experience of fulfillment has three components; promise, progress,
and attainment. We think of it in terms of covenants and dreams.

We make promises and live into them. Sometimes the obstacles and other
difficulties we overcome in keeping promises become more meaningful
than the intended outcome. These challenges often magnify the value of
our efforts. From those challenges we receive more than we give.

To make progress we have to establish measures. Time spent will not tell
us very much about anything other than our patience. Patience is the basis
of all virtue. Athletes and musicians spend countless hours perfecting
their performance, increasing their endurance, and incorporating new
skills. In the spiritual life there is some progress we can track. A season
like advent is ideal because it is about a journey. Israel has come quite a
distance to be able to recognize and receive a savior king. The lives of 
two young mothers are joined in a cosmic bond that covers a distance 
we can only begin to grasp. 

Each of us is mystery of mystery born. Each of our lives points to a
promise made and kept over and over again that we would be cared for,
encouraged, and allowed, to varying degrees, to find our own way. 
Every one of us received help from both known and unknown sources.
As we attained our goals and looked back on our journey we gathered up
the many benefits and losses and continued to await the realization of
God’s further graces and mercy. 

The story of Christ coming into the world is unbelievable. In many 
conversations we all will have in our lives there will be people who won’t
understand why we are attracted to all that this story entails. There will
be many who imagine that they don’t really employ something like
“faith” in their lives. I have found that trying to download head on 
anything from one’s treasure hold of faith is usually pointless. Rather, 
the image of Mary meeting Elizabeth, and the new life within both of
them suddenly connecting, is very much more like what happens when
someone receives the gift of faith. May we all be visited by and visit upon
others such glorious blessings! –Geoffrey Royce

Advent Meditation



Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24
The Holy Eucharist, at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m.

Holy Eucharist and Sermon, 
with carols and special music for choir, brass, and organ. 

Music begins 30 minutes before each service.
Childcare will be provided during the 4 p.m. service.

Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25, at 9:30 a.m.
The Holy Eucharist with sermon and Christmas carols.

The Parish Offices will be closed Monday, December 24 thru 

Wednesday, December 26, and Tuesday, January 1, 2019. 

There will be no 7 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. services on Wednesday, December 26. 
There will be no 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist on Monday, December 31.

The First Sunday after Christmas Day –
Sunday, December 30

The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

No Christian Formation classes; no Book of Romans class; 
the Nursery will be closed.

• A Calvary Camp Holy Eucharist, 3 p.m.

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ –
Sunday, January 6, 2019

The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

• Christian Formation classes for all ages resume; 

the Nursery will be open.

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m.

• Choral Evensong for the Feast of the Epiphany, 5 p.m.

The First Sunday after The Epiphany: 
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 13
The Holy Eucharist, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

will be administered at 11 a.m. 

• A Class on the Book of Romans, 10 a.m.

• A Service of CandleMass, 5 p.m.

Christmas & Epiphany 
at Calvary



Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23, 2018

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Micah [5:2-5a]

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O Lord God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews [10:5-10]

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said,
‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the
book it is written of me).” When he said above, “You have neither
desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law),
then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
According to Luke [1:39-45, (46-55)]

Response before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as 
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [And Mary
said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”]

Response after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Large print copies of the 
service materials 

and listening devices are 
available from the ushers. 
Please ask in the Narthex.
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